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Iraqi dissidents report 
heavy fighting in south 

CAIRO (AP)— Iraqi forces haw widemsl a iiiitii-tft. 
sive in souihem Iraq in an anempl to wipe om nf cl"' 
iie lebds, iwo ^ owra.iiion^pi'^j Wta^ThL- 
■ coun^ slamic imv,lufo„ i„ 

,6aqi Omimimw Pa^ also reponed anU-go«.-mW.S! 
pttrtances m BaghM and other souihem Iraqis 
tffipoB oouU ^ he mtfc^.„Uy confiniSl. and il^- 

fi^. In a SQIenm Hk Iian-based council said soldiei^ 
■backrf by uute ^ amikay anadad several villas^ 
n^ near Nasmya. 360 kilomeircs south of BadSad 
Tte raids swTC pm a campaign ihai began last 

|^h«J an attack against n*el posiuons in 
areas between Nasmya and AiAnwra, I^Okilomciresioibe 

Ncxuieast 
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Ai) Arab countries would recognise 
Palestinian state — Mubarak 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypiiun Pre:»idenl Hosni Mubarak 
said Tuesday that uU Arab countries would recognise 
a Palestinian state if Yasser Arafat goes ahead and 
declares one in May of next year. “All of the Arab 
countries would support the pnxlaniation of a fMeS' 
tinian state because it would just be the application of 
international resolutions," Mubarak said in an inter- 
view with Egyptian state television. Arafat has repeat- 
edly warned that he will declare a F^estinian state in 
May 1999. when the Oslo interim accords between 
Israel and the Palestinians expire. The president of the 
Palestinian National Authority has said he will unilat- 
eraUy declare the creation of a state at that point 
Israel has vowed to vigorously oppose such a move. 
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Egyptian president shuttles between 
Ankara, Damascus to defuse crisis 


ANKARA lAP) — Shuttling 
between Aidcora and Damas- 
cus, Egyptian Ftesidem Hosni 
Mohimik tried Tuesday to 
a^«it a feared war between 
Tuikey and Syria over Kur- 
dish rebels. 

In three hows of closed- 
dow talks with Mubarak. 
Tu^isb ftesideDC Suie^Tnan 
Demirel upheld his nation's 
c»se that Syria is sheltering 
Turiash Kurd rebels responsi- 
^ for cross-border attacks. 
Tmkey is thre^ning force 
against Syria, which denies 
harbouring the rebels. 

“The Turidsb side has 
expluned (he support extend- 
ed by Syria to the tenodst 
activities in detail and said 
dial this cannot go on. It has 
been stated that the Turidsh 
public is outraged and pointed 
out to solid steps that ha\e to 
be taken by Syria," Demirel 
said in a statement alter the 
t^ks. 

Independent television 
NTV said Mubarak left 
Ankara with six Turkish 
demands for Syria: Cease 
support to the rebels, eiqiel 
letel leader Abdullah Ocalan, 
dose rdiel camps in Syrian- 
coouolled Lebanon, stop 
rriiel tops across tte border, 
FBCogmse Turkey's existing 
bcHders and promise to estab- 
Udi good, nei^bourly rela- 
QOQS. 

The statement ftom 
Deourel's office said the 
Egyptians were given a 
dossier — apparently, erne 
. ewdaioing inteUigence reports 
that T\iri^ believes confirm 
Syrian bacidng fw the rebels. 

“We are warning Syria for 
the last time to cease its sup- 
port to dhe separatist organisa- 
ti(Hi and abandon its hostile 
poEcy against Turkey," Pre- 
mier Mesut YUmaz told par- 
lianient on Tuesday. 

Mubarak flew fixmi the 
Tlnkish cajMtal to Damascus 
late Tuesday and met for more 
than an hour with Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Assad. It was their 
secwid meeting in three days. 

Assad's ^xii^man, lubian 
Kbuiieh, did not give details, 
saying only that Mubarak out- 
lined Ankara’s views and lis- 
tened to Syria's. 

RqxKts in Egypt said 
Mubwak was trying to work 
out a meebanism for the two 
rides to resolve the dispute 


U.S. encouraged by 
Mubarak’s efforts 

WASHINGTON (.AFP) — The United Slates suidThesday it 
was encouraged Ia’ diplomatic eflons by Egyptian President 
Hosni Muba^ to pull Syria and Turkey back from the brink 
of a possible conflicL 

"We arc ericourag^ by the work that President Mubarak 
has been doing." said U.S. State Department spokesman 
James Rubin. 

He Washington was "concerned about the risk that the 
situation could be .spinning out of control,” which he under- 
lined would represent “a big mistake." 

Turkey is ihi^iening lo take military action against Sjria 
for allegedly harbouring Kurdi^ rebels from the Kurdish 
Labour Part>' (PKK i who are fighting lo secede from Ankara. 

Showing a degree of understanding for Ankara’s position, 
Rubin said "the Turks have ro make clear that the Syrians 
need to do more to rein in (Ik PKK." 

He said Washington had been in touch with the parties. 

'Hie State Depwtment on Monday rejected suggestions it 
was staying out of the dispute because of the need to secure 
support fiom Syria in relaunching the Middle East peace 
{xtxress. 



Lower House of Parliament urges 
diplomatic solution (see page 3) 


peacefully. 

Mubar^ told Egyptian 
journalists on his plane tliw he 
proposed that Turkey and 
Syria "meet to discuss the 
details of the problem" over 
the Kurdish rebels, Egypt's 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) reported. 

Mubai^ acknowledgpd 
Demirers concern about the 
rebels, but added: "1 pointed 
out to him that our regi(xi does 
nc^ accept or eiulure any mili- 
tary action or armed con- 
frontation.’’ 

MENA also said Mubarak 
was trying to arrange a meet- 
ing between the Turkish and 
Syrian foreign ministers as 
wed as creation of a “joint 
committee to start meeting to 
rebuild the bridges of cre- 
dence" between the neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadh^ weighed in on Syria’s 
side Ihesday, saying "any 
aggression against Syria will 
be considered as an aggres- 
sion against Libya according 
to the Arab joint defence 
pact.” 

TurkQ' stressed in a preri- 
dential statement Tuesday that 
the issue was not link^ to 
Tuikisb-Arab relatiras. 

The United States and Rus- 


sia. along with most countries 
of the Middle East, urged the 
two countries to reach a 
peaceful solution. 

Reiatioas between Thikey 
and Syria have long been 
Doublesome. Damask is 
uneasy with Ankara’s plans to 
build dams on the Euphrates 
River, a key source of water 
for Syria, whUe Turicey accus- 
es Damascus of having 
derigns on a 'Ihikish border 
piovince. Hatay. which has a 
sizeable Arab pcqnilation. 

Syria also feels threatened 
by the militaiy and diplomatic 
ties between 'Iliikey and 
Israel. 

But the recent rise in tension 
appears part of Ankara’s push 
to end fitting in a 14-year- 
old Kurdish insurgent^ in 
which 37,000 pec^ have 
died. The rebels are fighting 
for Kurdish autonomy in 
southeast Ikkey. 

Turkey has repiMtedly sent 
10,000 troops to its border 
with Syria. Newspapers have 
suggested that its forces could 
stage raids oa rebel camps in 
the Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley in Lebanon. There 
have been unconfirmed 
reports of Turidsh jets buzzing 
the border area in a show of 
force. 


l\iiidsb Preadent Suleyman Demirel escorts his Egyptian counterpart Hosni Mubarak 
upon the latter’s arrival at .Ankara’s Esenbr^ airport on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Envoy says only way to end crisis 
is to have PKK leader out of Syria 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — TTic current 
standoff between Syria and 
Turkey will only end after 
Damascus hands to Ankara 
the leader of Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) or kick 
him out of its territory, 
Tufkish envoy to Jordan 
said Tuesday. 

Speaking to reporters at 
his residence. Ambassador 
Suha Umar also rejected all 
mediation efforts by Mid- 
dle Eastern leaders to end 
the crisis between Damas- 
cus and Ankara. 

"They (the Syrians] 
should hand PKK leader 
[Abdullah] Ocalan to us or 
kick him out of S>ria and 
stop any financial or mili- 
tary support to the PKK," 
the aml^ssador said. 

"Wc told (he Egyptians 
that they should go and talk 
to the Syrians, not lo us. We 
are not asking for media- 
tion,” he said, in reference 
to Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s efforts to 
mediate between the two 


countries. 

“There is no need to go to 
Ankara. They [mediators] 
should tell Syria that this is 
going to be very dangerous 
and to stop [its] support for 
terrorism. The solution is in 
Damascus not in Ankara," 
he said. 

The Turkish decision to 
“runke Syria stop its sup- 
port for terrorism was taken 
a long time ago," he said. 

The ambassador said that 
his country was considering 
all options to deal with the 
dispute with Syria: “Mlli- 
tury. political and economic 
sanctions and what ever it 
is." 

Asked if his countiy was 
ready for strained ties with 
the Arabs if ii decided to 
fight Sj'ria, he said: "Yes. 
If they join a mil iiary action 
{against Turkey]... because 
it is a matter of life and 
death for u.s." 

“1 am astonished to hear 
that what is happening is 
against Arab interests. 
\^at about Turki.sh inter- 
esLs?" the ambassador 


asked. 

The ambassador said that 
Syria and Iraq are negotiat- 
ing a transfer of PKK 
camps from Damascus and 
the Bekaa Valley in 
Lebanon to locations near 
the Iraqi capital. 

The ambassador said that 
PKK's Ocalan was recently 
in Baghdad to “see the 
ground and prepare the 
place for his people." 

Although he said the 
PKK did not move camps 
so far, he warned that "it is 
a great risk and a crucial 
mistake for (Iraq) to do 
such a thing." 

The ambassador said that 
his countiy has sent mes- 
sages to Syrian leaders 
through the Turkish 
embassy in Damascus two 
days ago “but still no reply 
arrived from their side.’’ 

He said Syria has to end 
its support for Ocalan or 
“we will take action. No 
country should be allowed 
to support any kind of ter- 
rorism.” 


Jordan condemns 
TIass’ statements 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
on Tuesday expressed con- 
demnation of the statements 
made by Syrian Defence 
Minister Mustafa TIass 
"doubting the Kingdom's 
rule in tlw 1973 Arab-lsraeli 
war" and "oflending Jordan, 
the Jordanian people and 
some Jordan- 
ian tribes," 

Information 
Minister Nass- 
er Judeh said 
the “Unusual 
and dubious 
statements on 
Jordan’s role 
in the 1973 
October War 
by the Syrian 
minister belii- 
tllng the sacri- 
fices of the 
Arab (Jordan- 
ian) Anny and 
the blood of its 
mart>TS which 
mingled with 
the blood of 
Syrian. Saudi, 

Moroccan?' 

Iraqi and other 
Ar^ brethren" 
were condemned by the 
Council of Ministers’ meet- 
ing Tuesday evening. 

"The ([Cabinet denounced 
in its session, which was 
held in the evening under the 
chairmanship of Prime Min- 
ister Riyez Tarawneh. die 
Syrian minister's staiemenu" 
said Judeh, adding that 'in 
his statement TIass ignores 
the key Jordanian role in 
Ramad^ War in 1973." 

“Unfortunately, TIass was 
quoted as giving a baseless 
statement on Jordan pre- 
venting the Saudi Army 
from reaching the battlefield 
of the October War." said 
Judeh, arfHifitf that facts on 
the war are ateady known to 
all. 

“When the Sauffi Army 
entered Jordanian territory 
heading for Syria they were 
moving accor^g to set mil- 
rtaiy plans. Tli^ used to 
stop at certain points to rest 
and then proceed to the bat- 
tlefield,” 

Judeh stressed that Jordan 
extended to the Saudi forces 
at that time every possible 
assistance and met all their 
needs, establishing miUtary 
rescue points at the main 
crossroads until they 
reached the Joidanian-Syri- 


*We don *t know 
the reason for 
making such 
offensive state- 
ments against 
Jordan and the 
Jordanian tribes, 
especially that 
the Kingdom’s 
honourable 
stands on the 
nation’s causes 
are known to aW 


an border. 

"We extended assistance 
to these forces all through 
until they reached Syria and 
continued to ofier assistance 
to them on their way back to 
Saudi Arabia." he noted. 

The minister said that the 
Cabinet refused any attempt 
to shed suspi- 
cions on Jor- 
dan’s stands, 
"particularly 
at this very 
stage when 
Jor^ is 
doing its 
utmost to pro- 
tect Arab inter- 
ests and help 
the region 
avert a new 
disaster." 

"We don’t 
know the rea- 
son for mak- 
ing such offen- 
sive state- 
ments against 
Jordan and the 
Jordanian 
trib^, espe- 
cially that the 
Kingdom’s 

honourable stands vis-a-vis 
its nation are quite known, 
and particularly that Jordan 
spared no effort in extending 
assistance and support to the 
nation’s causes " Judeh said. 

Voicing hope that there 
would be no repetition of 
such statements, the minis- 
ter stressed the historic, 
brotherly ties between the 
Jordanian and Syrian peo- 
ples. 

Judeh, meanwhile, reite^ 
aied Jordan’s stand on the 
crisis between Syria and 
Turkey, saying Jordan advo- 
cates defosing tbe crisis 
through dialogue and peace- 
ful means. 

In its session, the Cabinet 
was briefed by Thrawneb on 
his meeting with His 
Majesty l^g Hussein at the 
Mayo Clinic on Sunday. 

premier reassured the 
minisfets of (he King’s 
health, who on Monday 
started tbe fourth stage 
chemoihert^ at the Mayo 
Clinic, saying tbe King was 
responding well to treai- 
menL 

Tarawneh also briefed die 
ministers on issues raised in 
his meeting with His 
Majesty and the lUng’s 
directives to the CabineL 
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Lahoud will be new 
Lebanese president 


BEIRUT (AP) — Army com- 
mander General Emile Lahoud 
will be Lebanon’s next ptesi- 
dmt afttf Syria, the power-bro- 
ker in die carntry, approved his 

name, officials and news 
reports said Ibesday. 

“Congraulanons. your 
excellency the genertd,” Prime 
Miiuster Rafik Hariri told 
L^Kxd Monday in a telejiiiiorie 
coDveisatioa, was head- 
lined on the front-page of Al 
Safic a leftist new^japec 

Ld)aiiese said the 

matter was sailed at a meeting 
in Damascus Mmday between 
outgoing President Elias Hrawi 
and Syrian President Hafez 
Assad, whose country domi- 
nates its weaker, smaller neigh- 
bout 

Agoculmre Minister Shawld 
Fakhcxiry, a Hrawi confidant, 
told r^oiters Ibesday that 
Lahoud is expected to be elect- 
ed 1^ the l^member parlia- 
ment at an extraortfinaiy ses- 
stODonOcl 25. 

The electioD is a fonnality 
since other canriiHarf»t have lit- 
tle chance now that Syria has 
thrown its wet^ behind 
Labwd. In another fono^iy 
prior io tbe election, the par^ 
ment will amend the constitu- 
tion, winch foibids senior pub- 



Gen. Emile Lahoud 

lie servants Sum running for 
{xesideDL 

"It’s been decirfcd... and the 
general will be elected within 
10 days," AJ Nahar, a leading 
newspapen said. 

The new president must be 
sworn in on No%’. 24, the day 
Hrawi leaves office aiihe end 
of his six-year term. *Ti was a 
good choice," Hariri, who is 
visiting Saudi Arabia, was 

quoted by Al Nahar a.s saying. 

The choice of Lahoud, a 
Maroniie Catholic, will contin- 
ue a 55 -year-old tradition 
under which the presidenr is a 

Maroniie. the prime minisier a 

Sunni Muslim and the parlia- 
ment .'peaker a Shiite Muslim. 


Arafat, Netanyahu, Albright to meet Wednesday — Palestinians 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
Palestinian President Yas.ser 
Arafai and U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
will all meet together 
Wednesday in a bid to 
revive the Middle East 
peace process. Palestinian 
and U.S. officials said Tues- 
day. 

‘The meeting will be held 
Wednesday morning at the 
Erez Crossing" between 
Israel and the Gaza Strip, 
Arafat advisor Nabil Abu 
Rudeina told AFP. 

U.S. State Deparunem 
spokesman James Rubin, 
who is in the area with 
Albright, said the meeting 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
(09(X) GMT). "There may 
be some additional meet- 
ings after that,” he said. 

“Secretary Albright wifi 
try to lock in as much 
progress os possible" and 
leave U.S. envoy Dennis 
Ross and U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Marti a 
Indyk “to clear away the 
underbrush," Rubin said. 

Earlier, Netanyahu's 
spokesrnan said the prime 
minister “favoured such a 
meeting if it is helpfid in 
advancing the negotiations 
before the next summit in 


the United States." 

Another high-level Pales- 
tinian official said that the 
.self-rule Palestinian 

Authority expected to hear 
at the meeting "Israeli 
answers which had been put 
off.” 

This official, who asked 
not to be identified, said 
chat the United States was 
showing on “understand- 
ing” attitude toward the 
Palestinians during the 
negotiations. 

Albright opened talks 
with Netanyahu after she 
arrived Tuesday for a two- 
day visit to the area, and 
Israeli public radio said she 
planned to meet with him 
again Tuesday night in the 
prime minister’s office in 
Jerusalem. 

She also held a luncheon 
meeting with Arafat in the 
West Bank town of Jericho. 

Albright warned that time 
is running out to save the 
Mideast peace process. 

‘Time is not on our side, 
if we don't move forward 
quickly, we may lose the 
opportunity,” Albright said 
at tbe two meetings. 

Despite her ominous tone, 
Albri^t appeared satisfied 
with her initial round of 
talks, saying “this is one of 
the pleasanter morning.s 1 


have spent in this region." 

Her nii.ssion is ro pave the 
way for a mid-October 
summit near Washington 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. Netanyahu and 
Arafat. 

Rubin said: “We envisage 
the Wa.shington summit as a 
multi-day intensive exer- 
cise where some heavy lift- 
ing is going to be required. 
It will not simply a photo 
op." 

Clinton hopes the 
marathon talks outside 
Washington will yield 
agreement on a U.S. pack- 
age of Israeli withdrawals 
from the West Bank and 
Palestinian security mea- 
sures designed to revive the 
peace process after nearly 
19 months of acrimonious 
deadlock. 

Albright said the goal was 
to wrap up issues held over 
from interim peace accords 
and launch so-called final 
status negotiations on a per- 
raoneni peace sctclemenL 

But she warned that big 
obstacles to an agreement 
remain. 

"It is clear that as the 
Washington summit 

approaches, there is much 
work to do and hard ques- 
tions to answer by both 
sides," she said. ‘There arc 


tough choices to be made." 

Washington has been 
seeking for a year to gain 
acceptance of a plan cen- 
tred on Israel extending 
Palestinian control to 
another 13 per cent of the 
West Bank and the Pales- 
tinians taking tougher 
action against armed nnili- 
tants. 

Netanyahu resisted the 
U.S. for months, but 
the two sides have now 
agreed to a formula under 
which Israel would add 10 
per cent of the West Bank to 
the 27 per cent already 
under foil or partial Pales- 
tinian rule and declare 
another throe per cent 
"nature reserves" under 
joint control. 

Rubin said: “On further 
redeployment, we are fur- 
ther along than in other 
areas, although it is not 
completely resolved." 

The peace process is fac- 
ing a May 1999 deadline 
when the Oslo interim 
accords between Israel and 
the Palestinians expire. 

Arafat has said he will 
unilaterally declare the cre- 
ation of a state at that point 
while Israel has vow^ to 
vigorously oppose such a 
move. 

Rubin said: "If the peace 


process is back on track and 
the final-status talks are 
launched, one can envisage 
to continue working after 
that date (May 1999).” 

Palestuiian wounded 
in Hebron 

In Hebron, meanwhile. 
Israeli troops fired rubber- 
coated bullets and tear gas 
during a clash with Pales- 
tinian srone-throwers in the 
West town of Hebron 
on Tuesday, witnesses said. 

They said one Palestinian 
was hit in the head with a 
rubber bullet and sustained 
moderate wounds. The 
Israeli army said it knew of 
no clashes in Hebron and 
had no report of a wounded 
Palestinian. 

Israeli soldiers have 
wounded at least 10 Pales- 
tinians in intermittent 
clashes in Hebron since last 
Wednesday, when a 
grenade attack by suspected 
Palestinian mUiiants 
wounded 13 Israeli troops. 

The violence underscored 
the challenge facing U.S. 
secretary of state, who 
arrived in the region on 
Tuesday in hopes of break- 
ing a 19-month-old dead- 
lock in Israeli-Palestinian 



peacemaking. 

Arafat’s Fareh faction 
called on residents of 
Hebron to stage a general 
strike on Thursday if the 
curfew imposed on the cen- 
ue of the town last week 
was not lifted and set Fri- 
day as a day of clashes with 
Israeli troops. 

"Friday the 9th is a day of 
clashes along all the lines 
with the occupying enemy," 
Fateh said in a leaflet 

Masked members of the 
group handed out the leaflets 
on tbe streets and posted 
them on store fronts. Pales- 
tinians said tbe call was extra- 
ordinaiy, coming from 
Arafat's own faction. 

In a related development, 
Palestinian audiorities arrest- 
ed 15 suspected members of 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, Palestinian 
security sources said. 

The groi^ has speaiheaded 
opposition to Israeli-Palestin> 
ian peace moves claiming 
re^nsibiliiy for suidtfe 
attacks that killed scores 
since 1993 when Israelis and 
Palestinians signed their fiist 
accord. 

Hamas condemned the 
arrests in a statement fexed to 
Rfiuten;. 
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‘Over 110 people die in Algeria’ 


ALGIERS (R) — More 
chan 110 civilians, rebels 
and soldiers have been 
killed in Algeria in the past 
few days, including seven 
people whose duoats were 
slashed overnight in a ham- 
let west of Algiers, govern- 
ment forces and newspa- 
pers said on Tuesday. 

The government forces 
said in a statement read on 
state-run radio that rebels 
stormed tizi hamlet in 
Mascara province, 300 
kilometres west of Algiers, 
on Monday night and cut 
the throats of seven people. 

“Immediately after being 
aloted, security forces 
launch^ an operation to 
track down the perpetrators 
of that criminal action,“ the 
statement said, blaming the 
attack on Islamists. 

La Nouvelle Republique 
reported on Tuesday 
troops shot dead “more 
than 100 rebels” in 
mountain and nei^bouring 


Tagrara forest in Gilef, 130 
kilometres northeast of 
Mascara town, in the few 
past days. 

Le Quoddien d*Oran said 
on Monday ‘Inore than 100 
aimed Islamists” had been 
killed by troops in Mascara 
province. 

It was not clear whether 
the two reports referred to 
the same operation. 

A bomb ripped through a 
market in the province on 
Monday killing at least 
three people and wounding 
62, officios said. 

La Nouvelle Republique 
said on Tuesday five people 
were killed and 62 wound- 
ed in the blast at an open-air 
market 

Mascara, site of gruesome 
massacres of civiliws early 
this year, is one of sever^ 
areas in western Algeria 
where elite soldiers, backed 
by helicopter gunships and 
artillery, have waged a 
large-scale o&nsive 


against rebel strongholds 
since the begirming of Sep- 
tember. 

Algeria has been beset by 
violence since early 1992 
when the authorities can- 
celled a general election in 
which Islamists had taken a 
commanding lead. 

La Nouvelle Republique 
and Le Quotidien d'Oran 
smd troops were extending 
their o^nsive into the 
forests and mountains of 
Tlemcen and Sidi Bel 
Abbes, near Mascara town, 
as well as in the neighbour- 
ing areas of Tissemsilt and 
Ain Defla to the southwest 

'The troops have been 
pounding the gunmen with 
heavy artillery and heli- 
copter gunships in A1 Main 
mountain since Saturday.” 
Le Quotidien reported on 
Monday. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the reports 
from official or indepen- 
dent sources. 


The operation would be 
the biggest since July last 
year when troops launched 
a major offensive on rebel 
strongholds in rich farming 
lands around Algiers to try 
and flush out the guerrillas. 

Rebels meanwhile 

ambushed an army patrol 
on Monday in the 
Boumerdes region. 40 kilo- 
metres east of Algiers, 
killin g two soldiers and 
wounding “several others,” 
Libette newsj»ipef said on 
Itiesday. 

Five rebels were killed on 
Monday when troops 
stormed their hideout in 
Fouka area of the coasml 
province of Tlpaza, 55 kilo- 
metres west of Algiers, it 
stud. 

l\vo more rebels were 
shot dead on Monday in 
Hadjout town in the same 
province in a clash witii 
police, Le Matin daily said, 
adding that two policen^n 
were wounded. 


Islamic Sudan’s Bashir warns of reprisals 


decree for alleged Ugandan attacks 


bans Arabs 
from Israeli 


army duty 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Islamic cleric has issued a 
religious decree baning 
Arabs from serving in 
Israel's army, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported on 
Tues^y. 

Sheil^ Sami Abu Freih, 
an influential reli^ous 
leader among bedouins Irv- 
ing in Israel’s southern 
Negev desert, issued the 
decree, or fatwa, on Friday 
following violent Israeli 
Arab protests late last 
month agains t land coofs- 
cation. 

‘The fatwa rules that 
anyone who enlists in a 
conquering army, not only 
the Israeli army, shall be 
considered a heretic,” 
Haaretz quoted Sheikh Atai 
Freih as saying. 

Arab citizens of Israel, 
most of whom are Muslim, 
can join Israel’s army vol- 
untarily but th^ are not 
subject to mandatory con- 
scription as are Jewish 
Israelis. 

Many bedouins serve in 
the army, mostly as scouts, 
but other Arab Israelis 
avoid military service. 

Sheikh Abu Freih said he 
issued the decree after 
hearing that bedouin sol- 
diers took part in putting 
down rioting last month in 
tile Arri) Israeli mwn of 
Urn Al Fahem. 

“A situation has been cre- 
ated in which members of 
our community volunteer 
to serve in an army that 
expropriates tiieir lands for 
training,” Sheikh Abu Freih 
said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ”The Adventures of 
Teddy Ruxpia" 

15:30 Children’s Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 
16H)0 .JRencb Documentary 

16:30 Master of the Naze 

17:00 J^. — Ushuaia 

18:15 Wind at My Back (Ep.5j 

19:00 J.e Journal 

19:15 Science M^azme— E=M6 

19:30 J4ews headUnes 

19:35 ...Comedy — Keeping 
Mum 

20:00 Doc. — Envoy Special 
Magazine 

21:10 ...Great Moments of 
Science and Technology 
21:30 ............Jaces and Places 

2<k30 KungFu 

22HM) ......News in English 

22:30 Chicago Ht^(Ep. II) 

23:59 Drama -Bugs 

OldIO .EodofTJL 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:12 Fajr 

05:29 (Suniise)Duha 

11:23 Dhuhr 

14>44 ‘Asr 

17:18. ..Maghreb 

18:35 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
President Omar Al Ba^ of 
Sudan has threafftned to 
laiwh flftarkg in Uganda, 
claiming troops from the 
nei^bouring country were 
involved in clashes in south 
Sudan, press repents said 
Hiesday. 

‘The bade witii [Ugandan 
President Yoweri] Museveni 
vrin not be ermfioed to the 
bushes of south Sudan,” Gen- 
eral Bashir was quoted as say- 
ing Monday night by tire 
Aldibar Al Yawm newspq)er. 

Rg-<hir has rq)eatedly 
accused Ugandan forces of 
suppexting the rebel Sudanese 
Peck's Uberadon Array 
(SFLA), which is currently 
active in East Equaioda dis- 
dain tiie south. 

S imilar natio n?; have 
been levelled against Eiioea 
and. in a press report Tuesday, 
Sudanese army ^nkesman 
General Abdul Rahman Sttal 


Kbetiffl said "mercenaries 
from Tanzania” were involved 
in the East Equaioria fighting. 

Eritrea also stands accused 
of shelling Sudanese villages 
near the border between the 
two countries, leading to the 
displacement of more than 
60,000 people, according to 
state governor Ibrahim Mah- 
moud Haon4 quoted in the 
Khartoum press Ibesday. 

Hamid although 
tious calm” prevailed akmg 
tile eastern border areas, he 
expected an attack “at any 
moment,” claiming that 
Eritrean and rebel forces were 
“amassed” on the Eritrean 
side of tile borden 

He added tiiat Sudanese 
gjoverameni forces and mili- 
tias were prepared to “repel 
at^ act of aggression.” 

Ba^, who was speaking at 
a ceremony in honour of a 
cousin lolled in the East Equa- 
toria fi^dDg, said be bad can- 


celled a meeting with tiie 
Ugandan president slated for 
last September after '^iusev- 
eni laiinrhty! an aftar k oq Faig 
Equatoia.” 

Khartoum and the SPLA on 
Monday postponed a UJ4.- 
sponsored meeting scheduled 
to be held this week m Nairo- 
bi to extend a hnnyifriMrian 
ceasefire. 

Bashir vowed that tiie cur- 
rent fighting would only 
at Kamfwl.n and warned th^ 
peace talks wfith the SPLA 
would <xily be held after the 
rebels had been defeated 

Noting that the next round 
of taiOcs was due in six months. 
Bashir srid the period was 
“enou^ for beating and 
ixeakang tiie backbone of the 
ndidlion.” 

SPLA leader John Garang 
**will then come to tiie negoti- 
ations bumilialed, disgraced 
and defeated.” be said. 



HIZBOLLAH ATTACK ON ISRAELI TROOPS: An Israeli miUtary vehicle Ues buined out Tta^day af^Hiriibl- 
lah enerrillas detonated a roadside bomb near an Israeli coionin In the Babiyeh village inride laud s.occnpa- 
tion zone in south Lebanon on Monday. TTie blast killed two Israeli soldiers and wounded three others^ an Isradi 
backed militia source said (Reuters photo) 


Taleban suggest Afghan-Saudi 
committee to discuss Ben Laden 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's Taleban mili- 
tia on Tuesday refused a 
Saudi demand to extradite 
Saudi dissident Osama Ben 
Laden but proposed the cre- 
ation of an Afgban-Saudi 
body to discuss &e issue. 

“Saudi Arabia officially 
asked us. before the U.S. 
raid [on Afghanistan], to 
band over Osama Ben 
Laden, but we refused.” 
Waldl Ahmad Mutawakkil. 
a spokesman for the Tale- 
ban in Abu Dhabi, told AFP. 

He said that there was “no 
proof that Ben Laden is 


implicated in the anti- 
American attacks in Nairo- 
bi and Dar es Salaam,” and 
that the Taleban no 
extradition agreements with 
any country. 

propose the creation 
of a committee of Saudi 
and Afghani religious fig- 
ures, who will study the 
issue and we will accept its 
conclusions,” Mutawakkil 
said. 

He added that the United 
States bad also approached 
the Taleban, via tbeir 
embassy in Islamabad, for 
Ben Laden's extradition. 


Ben Laden has been 
accused by the U.S. State 
Department of being 
responsible for anti-U.S. 
bombings in Saudi Arabia 
as well as the twin U.S. 
embassy bombings in east 
AJfrica that left 258 dead 
and several thousand 
wounded. 

Saudi Arabia. Pakistan 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates are the only countries 
to recognise the Taleban as 
the legitimate rulers of 
Afghanistan. 

But Riyadh e.'cpelled the 
Ihleban's charge d'affaires 


from the kingdom on SqiL 
23 and recalled its own 
charge d'affaires from 
Kabul. 

The Ihleban’s 

spokesman, who has been 
in Abu Dhabi for a week, 
said he had met the UNv; 
special envoy & 
Afghanistan, LaUar 
Ibrahimi, on Tharsday in 
the UAE capital. 

Ibrahimi, an Algerian 
diplomat, is visiting the 
region for talks on defusing 
tension between Tebran and 
the Taleban. 


Factions face off in Tehran ahead of election 


TEHRAN (R) — Rival political foctions 
foced off in the streets of Tehran on Tues- 
day in a prelude to an election for a pow- 
er^ state body wlndi alone can sqjjxnnt 
and dismiss Iran's supreme leader. 

About 3,1^ leftist Islamic students held 
a rally outside the gates of Tehran Univer- 
rity to protest against the rejection by the 
conservative-damnated guardian ccxmdl 
of some of the moderates who had signed 
iq) to run for the Assembly of Experts. 

They woe oonficKited about 40 hard- 

line amservatives. But there were no 
clashes, in contrast to previous confronta- 
tions between student backers of jF^rident 
M ohammad Khatami and groi^ of 
activist hardliner s who fear 1^ political 
and social reforms vdU dilute tbe princi- 
ples of Iran's Islamic revolution. 

The rally was held on the eve of tiie offi- 
cial armouacement of tire Ust of candidates 
penraoed to seek places on tbe 86-niem- 
berAsserably of Expero on Oct 23. 

Political analysts said tbe nationwide 


poll could prove a watershed in a struggle 
between Khatami, tbe modetate cterk 
elected in 19^, and diehard conser- 
vatives. 

Many candidates have been disquaUfied 
by tbe guardian council’s six Shiite Mus- 
lim clergymen and six jurists which offi- 
cially <^y exaimned tiieir qualifications 
as reli^ous ei^ietts witii a good grasp of 
politics. 

But moderates have accused the council 
of acting along factional lines, a diaige 
denied by the powerful body. 

One of tbore who foiled to pass the 
soeening process was Hadi KhaoteneL a 
youngabrotber of supreme leader Ayatol- 
lah M KhamerKi. T^ leftist cleric and 
newspaper publisher told students at tiie 
rally: ‘Ts it aoridental tiiat all the 
[refbnmst] candidates... have been reject- 
ed?' The pro-Kbaiami students hailed the 
president as a symbol of national unity and 
demanded he be granted more power, in 
line with his wide popular mandate. 


Hardliners beat tiieir chests in suppoirt of 
supreme leader Kbameori and chanted: 
“Leader, leader, we won't let you perish.” 

Ne^y 400 people signed up to run for 
the assembly, a solely canonical body. 
Some 150 have been approved, newspa- 
pers reported A two-week election cam- 
ptegn starts on Thursday. 

T^ rujHip to tbe election has opened a 
window onte the most sensitive subject in 
Iran — Khamenei's qualification to bold 
tbe oounuy’s highest office. 

As supreme leader. Khamenei com- 
mands a pamDei government which shad- 
ows Kh^ami's administration of moda- 
aie technocrats. 

He is widely believed to be close to con- 
servatives defeated in a seismic pcditical 
shift at last presidential election. 

The appointed leader wields for more 
power than tbe elected presidenL 
Kbameoi is commander-m-cturf of the 
armed forces, detennines foreign policy 
and controls the state media 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq names new ambass^ors 


CAIRO ( AP) ■— Iraq has named new ambas- 
sados to Turkey, Morocco and Yemen fol- 
lowing a major diplomatic reshuffle Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein ordered in June, Arab 
diplomats said Tuesday. Deputy ^reign 
N'finister Abdul Jabar Al Douri was nami^ 
ambassador fo Morocco and Farouk Hijazi, a 
senior intelligence officer, will be the new 
ambassador to Turkey, the diplomats 
said Sabah Yassin, the former head of the 
Radio and Television Organisation. wiU be 
bead of tbe Iraqi mission to Yemen. 


review present security measures and to 
implement physical securi^ enhancements.” 
Tbe statement said various U.S. missioiis 
around the world had received tiusats df 
"possible teirodst activity directed against 
them” following the bom^gs of tiie Ameri- 
can embassies in Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam 
on Aug. 7. 


Strike paralyses Algiers aiiport 


‘U^. embas^ may be target’ 


DUBAI (R) — The U.S. embassy in Saudi 
Arabia said on Tuesday a “tenotW' attack 
might be planned on tire mission. It did not 
say when the attack might take place. But in 
a statement, the Riyadh embassy said it and 
the consulates in Jeddah and Dhahrao would 
be closed to tbe public on ^^dnesday "to 


ALGIERS (R) — 'WDrireis of Algeria’s state- 
owned Air Algoie sta^ a strike frv a sec- 
ond day on Tuesday, bringing Algiera aiipoft 
to a virtual standstill, officials said. “Yes, the 
stoppage started late on Meaxlay at a riiott 
notice and almost all flights for both 
mternarional and dewnestic routes were can- 
celled on Tuesday,” said an mipoit spoltes- 
woroan. She was unable to say v^tethisrlhe 
strite had affected Al^iia's other aiipoc^ 
such as Oran, m the west at the eststem city 
of Cemstantine the oil producmg 
Hassi Massaoud. 


^^RDAN TIIVfE^ DAILY GUIDE AND 


Sweifieh,TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Churdh Tel. 
4632785 

St Josqih Churdi Tel. 
4624590 

Ibira Sancla Qnircb TeL 
4622366 

Anglican ' Church Ihl. 
4624853/4624811. 


WEATHER 


St Mary of Nazareth Qmrdi 


St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church IhL 4771751. 

Amman Chur^-h 

Tel. 5865897 

Gearmnn-gwalring Evai^riical 
CoogR^atioD Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tbl. 581129S 
Cfaurdi of Jesus Christ l.at- 
ter Day Saints Tel 4654932 
St Joto tbe Baptist at De la 
SaDe College IH. 5661757 
Chudi of tbe Aniwmdation 
lU. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Qinrdi TeL 
4646138 

Churefa of Presentation, Swd- 
fiehlU. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

Ihe Knglkh-T j>ngiiay 

Catholic Parish TeL 461 4190 
Evangelical Free Church 
4892679 

Tbe Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Aimeiiian Catholic 
Chucdi 1U.4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
ChurehTeL 4775261 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Departmem of Meteonalogy 
M^erate conditions will pre- 
vail with temperatures around 
average and winds northwest- 
erly moderate. In Aqaba, 
wdnds will be northerly active, 
and seas calm. 

Amman 18/28 

Aqaba 22/33 

Deserts 14/31 

Jordan Vail^ 19/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28, Aqaba 34 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 40 per 
cent, Aqaba 28 per cent. 


Dr. Ramzi MazzawL....4S94788 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Al Asema pharmacy .....4637055 
Al Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yaconb pharmacy ...4644945 
StamdsanI pharmacy 4637660 
Nairookfa pharmacy ....4623672 

Najib pharmacy .5347632 

IRBID: 

Dc Ghazi Ih'amoefa .....2S0080 

Al Qnds phannacy < — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Isma'il TaDawL......9034^ 

Khalifefa pharmacy ...985417 


Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Auihori^ .5680100 

J. BectriciQr Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Infonnaiion 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ...44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
following areas: 

Ajloun 24 

Jerash 30 

UmQays 29 

Madaba 28 

Petra 30 

Dead Sea 36 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. KhalidAbdo .4637129 

Dr. Earadshch ...4389200 
Dr.KbaKdMasri 5661144 


Food Control Cemre.....4^1 1 1 
Gvil DefinceDepanimX 3661111 
Civil Defence Imineifiaie Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civi] Defence EmeigeiK7....199 
RcsoiePoSce 192,4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank.. ....4775121 

Highway Police. ......5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security DqpL_..4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Con^rlaiots.........566! 176 

Vter&SenaageOnpiarB 487M67 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — .4787111 

Tbl^rhone InTormation (directo- 

ly assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 01(0) 

Central Ammon Telephone 

Rqnics ....<4623101 

AbdaliTri. R^>aiis......5661101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 


AMMAN; 

The Arab Centre fer Mean and Spe- 

daiSugety 5921199 

Ibe Islamic. Abdii 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre m. 
5856856 

Ltsnila 4630195 

Khaltdi MatemiQ'. 4644281/6 

A)dieh Matenuty.....464244I/2 
Jabe! Amman MaiemiO' 
4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. ....4636140 

Palestine, Shroeisoni ....5607071 

Shmeisani Ho^ital .....5669131 

Universi^ Hospital ......5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .5664164/6 

Itatiaa, AI-Muba|ieeD 4777101/3 

AI-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army. Marks... 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Araal Hospital .5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Jim Sina Hospital ...109)986732 
A] Hikma Modern Hosintal 
(09)99099 


IRBID: 

Rincess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek CalhoUc Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn .Al Nafees Hostntal 

(02)247100 

AQABA; 

Rincess Hava Hospital 

(03)314111 


18:05 Rome (RJ) 

18:10 London, ^^eona (RJ) 
18:25 .Frankfurt, Berlin (RJ) 

23:15 — .Beirut (RJ) 

OOriK Cairo fRJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is' supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation dep>aitiiient at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250). 


Other Flights 

10 :(M) ..Sanaa, Hudmdah (lY) 

10s30 Kuwait (KU) 

11:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:15 Cairo IMS) 

13:10 .Tunis (TU) 

14:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:10 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (£K) 

1^:30 jAlgiers(AK) 

17:35 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

17:40... .Beirut (i/ffi) 

J8:05 Jrankfiut (LH) 

22:20 Istanbul (TKl 

22:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:15 Jj)ndon (BA) 

01:25 ...Athens, Beirut (OA) 
®4:15 Antalia(TK) 


11:45 Jstanbul.C^ 

12:25 ..London (RI) 

19:15 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 3eini£(RJ) 

20:00 NwDelliKRJ) 

20:05 JRiyadh, Dhafaran (RJ) 

20:10 ...Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 — B ahrain, Doha (RJ) 
20:15 Calcutta, Bangimk (RJ) i 

20:20 Bombay (RJ) 

21:05 Dubai, Muscat (Rl) 

22:45 .....Sanaa (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

FUgfits 

06:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08^45 Larnaca (RJ) 

08:55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
14:55 J4ewYork.Amsierdam(RJ) 

16:30 ...JVfadrid (RJ) 

17:05 ...Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:40 Brussels. Geneva ^) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

1^:20 Amman (QAIA) 

(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

.Aqaba (arriving at 

Marka Airport) (RW) 

18:20 Te! Aviv (.QAIA) (RW) 
22*50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW 


Other Flints 

05:35 Larnaca (GY) 

06:30 J»aris (AF) 

08:20 London (BA) 

10:30 .Ta’iz, Sanaa (lY) 

11:45 Kuwait (KU) | 

13:00 Jeddah (SV) 

I3;1S Cairo (MS) 

14:00 ..Bahraia, Muscat ((jP) 

14:10 ..........Tunis CrU) 

14:50 .Vienna (OS) 

16:20 Shariqah 

16:20 ...Dubai (EK) 

19:00. „..JBeirnt(M® 

19:30 Abu Dfari)i, Kaiadtu (1^ 

22:55 ..;..Jeinit(ME) 

23:40 Damascus, AinsieR)ani(KI') 
02:45 ....Beirut, Athens (OA) 


departures 


^5® Larnaca (RJ) 

»8ri)0 Amsterdam, New York (Rj) 

Rome (lU) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:00 ..^Aqab» {besa 

Maika Airport (RW) 

88:30 — Aqaba (fr^M>i^ 
(Airport) (RW) 

16 JO ....TaAviv^tOffl 

Marka Airpori) (R\10 ' 

21:50 ....Aqaba (i&dffl 

QAIA) (RW) 


pm 


d 


g 







M ^ 







^ TufesdaTT^ 

inside 


SaudT 

r> Laden 


ih? kinadfflij: 
-•' ind rstalledj5‘ 

d affanes s 

• N^t'u!. I 

‘ rrc It 

, ■•P''’U>:rtaji. utDie, 

\ .n Apu Dhabi fori-^ 

• fi? had meiiiEi 

•r'r.'ij! fj)\D{ 

, Ar'ihi-miin. ' \i 

. J^riTini!, i|iii T^mp 

; L'e VAE cjpiial 

, Ip'rjimi. ari 

;■ iJ:r!.'.T.Jj. {« •.Tag.- 

:r:’..,T. i^rulL^OBt;' 
2 i-.T-'.ir, between Tc 

> ’-^r TJebwr. *’ 


<T.! »r»'j7;r\ mii'utes 
rhs'*:.: j svisir- snoaic® 
;t': n-J '>511011* li.® 
w..r,J fu*: r?c:i\':dilE 
»rro“'‘. iis'-ic;' juMsii 

!i*s .r Niir>.ibi 


iralvstfii Algiers aiiis 


5«^:15 

■*0:111 

;u:l? 




jjS 


Wind 

I 

energy 


wins 



!.: M a 


Jordan HmeS/ Wednesday, October 7, 1998 


Lower House urges diplomatic 
solution to Turkey-Syria crisis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Royal Scientitic Society has 
b tff n awarded a statement of 
c(^pliance for the proto> 
testing of u wind energy 
coavennon system that the 
RSS develof^ earlier this 
year, according to a society 
statement. 

*nie RSS, with support 
from the Gennan Technical 
CooperadOD Agency (GTZ;, 
deigned and developed a 
aaSankai wind pumping 
system for water pun'^ing 
purposes that wa<i approved 
by a German technical 
gmup, it added. 

TTie society has also 
si gne d a concession agree- 
ment 'with a private-sector 
conqjany to manufacture the 
pumps and market them, 
said the suaement. 

The Kborrana station, an 
RSS Renewable Energy' 
Research Center Held test- 
ing area, is one station 
where energy convening 
systems have been installed 
und tested. After the testing, 
the system will be trans- 
ferred to permanent sites, 
according to the announce- 
menL 

The society bos developed 
and implemented a number 
of t^jplied projects in the 
field of wind energy to 
btusfer such technology and 
adjust it to meet local condi- 
tions, the statement added. 





HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, ’Hiesday meets with the bishop of the Arab 
b\angelical Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East. Rivah Abul Asal 
(Photo by Boghos) 

Crown Prince receives new 
Jerusalem, Middle East bishop 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — The 
Lower Huu« of Parliament 
Issued a statement Tuesday 
urging Syria and Tiirfcey to 
d(^ with ibeir eummi oisis 
through diplomatic means 
and avoid a military cun- 
ffoniaiiun. 

'The Ltmer House of Par- 
liament is following with deep 
concern the nrpoits :±iout tte 
escalatktn iemu*n between 
Syria and Tuiliey at a time 
when the Middle East is going 
throu|ji \ei\’ critical cireum- 
Mances*' .•oul die siatemenL 

It said Jordan calls fur a 
nmimum dci|^ of coopeia- 
tion and ^ki^iy amotrg the 
coumries of die regioQ to con- 
fiuni the danuer. 


•The Lower House. whL'h 
belies'es in and calls for dia- 
logue as a means for settling 
diifKJics and realises the dan- 
seis inherent in the threat of 
the use of force between the 
two neighbouring countries, 
sincerely calls for serious and 
sincere e^ons to contain the 
crisis and settle it through 
diplomatic meares based on 
the principle of brotherly ties 
and contmcMi inieresis,” the 
statement added. 

Parliament appealed to all 
governments and parliamen- 
ts- or^isations as w^U as 
influential nations in the 
world to work toward defuLs- 
ing the crisis and prei'eming a 
hi^WT escalation, which it 


said would open the way for 
external inier\-ention. 

TTie stmement e.\pressed 
support for (he efforts <mi the 
ptm of His Majes^- King Hus- 
sein, HRH Crown Prince Has- 
son, the RegenL and the Jor- 
danian government to reach a 
peaceful soludon to the crisis. 

The Lower House warned 
against unrelenting stands and 
c^ed on Turkey to hall its 
threats of miliiaiy action and 
pursue the path of diplomatic 
dialogue based on go^ inten- 
tions to settle the dispuie. 

The statement called for the 
establishment of good rela- 
tions between the two neigh- 
bouring states bcLsed on soli- 
darity' and coopenuion and 


urged the two sides to exploit 
their potentials for the heneflt 
and prosperity of their peo- 
ples. 

The Pariiament statement 
was issued one day after 
Prince Hasten called Tuiklsh 
President Suleyman Demirel 
by telephone ib uj^e him ro 
reach a peaceful seolement to 
the crisis with Syria. 

Turkey has accused Syria of 
sheltering Kunlish rebels, 
allowing them to continue 
banUng Turkish security 
forces Irom cross-border 
bases. Syria has denied the 
UCCU.SUUOI 1 , claiming for iLs 
pan that Turkey has been 
<li%'ening water from (he 
Eupdiraies Ri\er. 


AMMAN (J.T.i — His 
Royal Highne.<is Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Tuesday received the 
newly appointed bishop of 
the Arab Evangelical Epis- 
copal Church of Jerusalem 
and the Middle Ea.si, Riyah 
Abul .Asal, and his accom- 
panying delegation. 

During the meeting, 
W'hich was attended by 
Prime Minister Faye^ 
Torawneh, Bishop Riyah 
briefed the Regent on the 
general situation of the 
church and its followers and 
the Christian community in 
Jerusalem and the Holy 
Lands. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Mohainniad visits War CoD^ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad. 
His Majesor King Hussein's personal representad\*e. called 
Tuesday at the Royal War College, where he was briefed by the 
' cDllege's-commoncIer on iis duties and functions. Prince 
Mohaintnad also toured the college's various divisions. 

Mnce Faisal Opens exhibition 

firtMAN (I^ira) — His Royal Highness Prince Faisal on 
nAiesday opened the 199S Middle Telecommunications 
Exhibnioa at the Amman Intemadorud Show in Maij A1 
Hamam. E’rinoe Faisal toured die exhibition, which includes 
die latest telecommunications equipmenL About 20 Jordanian 
and foreign companies ore caking pan in the e.xhibiiion. which 
lasts until OcL 9. 

IPU president concludes visit 

j SOLTTH SHOUNEH t Petra) — The presadeni of the 
I kiKmanonal Parliameruaiy Uruon. Miguel Martinez, conclud- 
I ed a dvee-day official %'isit during which he held lalKs with His 
I Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, the spetdt- 
I eis of the Lower and Upper Houses of Pariiament. and vXher 
senior officials. 

PSD director meets with French ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Securitx' Department Direaor 
General Nasouh Muhieddin received French Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard Ernie and discussed coii^raiion in pdioe 
Adds. 


What’s going 



RLM 

* *74ada menos que lodo un horn- 
bre" { m Spani&h) at Insoiuto Cer- 
vaness, Jab^ Amman on Thursday 
Oa 8 at 5:00 pm del 46108381. 
PUNO CONCERT 

* Piano coQceh 1^ Al-Lujayn Hano 
Ttio Rula NaUl, Ihriq Youids, and 
TahTbutanj (sponsored by Goethe 
bsdtui in coqieradon with the 
JenisaIanFaniin)attbeRoya]CuI- 
nsal Centre at 8K)0 p.in. 

daratalfunun 

SUMMER 98 fESnVAL 
"Sumraa- 98" cultural activities at 
Daat Al fimun, Jabal Wdbdefa. to 
last until Oct 8, indude 
EXHlBmONS 

* 50 yeaix erf* graphic an from 
Lebanon and woks by Jordanian 
anistSaheiHiari aitheMainHLHiiie. 

* >^btks by Iraq) artist Sama* 
Usamaand tqrJonbiuan artist Said 
Haddadin ai the Blue Howe. 

* inmibrirw ^vofes b>' Jotdanian 
mist Sanua Zam ai the Byzantine 
Onoch 

* ExUbition of phocogiaphs -^em- 

oty of a Pbee" 1^ Jordanian attl4 
Hussein Da'seh at the Museum. 
LECnjRES 

* "Joftianian Travellers lo Spain" (in 
.‘Vrabk) by Dl Salah Janar a Insti- 
luto Cervantes, Jabal Amman at 

I &.Vpjn.O'eL46106S8L 
I * "Islam and Democmey" by 
' %)pdan Tfcbmig intejlectual 
Mohammad 'Awa at Abdul 
Hameed Shnnan Foundation, Jdtal 
Ainman 3t630p.m. 

* 'The Fennaneni Touristic Devel- 
epmeat' fay Mittiste’ of Tourism 


and Antiquity Aqel Bihuji at ihe 
Onhedox Cub. .Abdoun at 7:00 
p.ni. 

EXHZBmONS 

* 'Wbrks by Lamia Jamal at at ihe 
Rench Cultural Centre. Jabal Weib- 
deh. until Oct. 26. 

* An of Arab calligraphy by Nassar 
Mansour at the Jordan Nmonal 
Galleiy of Fine Arts (Tel. 4630128), 
until Oct. 23. 

* ^intings by Iraqi artist Talal 
Mikha'll at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, until OcL 8. 

* Amnun Severah International 
Book Etiubit at the Cit>- Hull Ras 
Al '.Ain, unri) On. Rt. 

* W'oits by graduates of the Arts 
Cenue tindudinc ceramics, piint* 
ings. and sculptunrt <u die oaitre. 
Nlilimoud Irani Su iTel 55296191. 
until OcL 8- 

annual BAZAAR 

* Annual bazaar, sponsonsd the 
diplomauc corps in Jonian. at the 
Orealer Amman HalL .Al Hussein 
Sports City on Thutsday OiX 8 from 
1 1 :00 xm. to 6:00 pJtt (Rnaxeds 
will go to Mabairat Urn Al Hussein 
Orphunage}. 

RATIONAL CULTURAL 
heritage WEEK 

* Ceremony of the first National 
Cultural Hcrilage Week at the 
Amman Otailel. Umayyad Palace 
entrance hall on Friday OcL 9 al 
7:30 p.m. tit will be followed by a 
s^inboUc w-alk through historic 
downtown Amman to the Mutiki- 
pal Halt at Ras.Al'.Ain for an exhibi- 
tion opening at 10:00 ajn.) (Td. 
59.306*2). 


The bishop spoke of the 
‘'diniculi'’ circumstances 
facing (he Chrisiiun com- 
munity. which he said have 
forced large numbers of 
them (o emigrate. 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
the need for Arab Christians 
to hold on to their lands und 
their Arab identity and for 
efl'ons to be made to protect 
the Chrisiiun and Muslim 
character of Jerusalem. 

Bishop Riyah voiced 
appreciation of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s and Prince 
Hassan’s suppiin for Arab 
Christians and the Jordanian 
policy enhancing the his- 
toric links and common val- 


ues between Muslims und 
Christians, 

The bishop also^ w'lshed 
the King a speedy recovery. 

The five-member delega- 
tion represenring the stain- 
ing cominiiiee of the 
Church Council of the .Arab 
Evangelical Episcopal 
Church arrived in Amman 
for a iw'^vday meeting, the 
ftisi under Bishop Riyali. 
He w'as appointed to his 
po.st on .August 13. 19V8, 
succeeding Bi.shop Samir 
Qafeeii. who retired. 

The standing committee 
holds four meetings annual- 
ly, each in a diflerent loca- 
liun. 


WHO expert rules out human error 
in vaccine scare — health minister 


AMMAN I J.T.) — A World 
Health Organisation expert 
who in\-estigaied the causes 
for the sym^oms that afleci- 
ed sturknts Iasi week alter 
they- received school vacci- 
n^ons concluded that there 
was nothing wrong w ith the 
detivery, transfer, storage, 
refrigeniiion csr administra- 
tion procedures. Health Min- 
ister Noel Ajlouni said Tues- 
day. 

Speaking at a press brief- 
ing. Ajknini said the WHO 
expert confirmed the compe- 
leflire of the personneJ who 
admlnuaered the vaccines. 

Ajlouni referred to a repon 


yesterday that students in 
Cyprus dex'eloped symptoms 
similar to those of the Jor- 
danian snidenLs, including 
dizziness, nausea and 
swelling. The report said 4S 
Cypriot students out of 140 
students who develofwd the 
symptoms were hospitalised 
and received medical treat- 
ment over three days, 
atx'ording ro the minister. 

He noted that the vaccines 
administered to the Cypriot 
students were product in 
Switzerland, while the ones 
used in Jordan originated 
iTDin Hungary'. 

This, he said, indicates that 


such sympioms are normal 
with die vaccine but vary* in 
their intensity. 

The Cy-prioi health min- 
istry has withdrawn the vac- 
cines and sent samples 
abroad for examination, 
Ajlouni said. 

On a repon by a committee 
formed last week to investi- 
gate the scare, which ufTected 
more than 500 students, 
.Ajlouni said all the children 
udmined to hospital had their 
cases considered naniral 
reactions to the vaccine. 

Investigations, however, 
are still under way and the 
ministry is waiting for the 


results of the tests of samples 
sent to the WHO in Geneva, 
he added. 

In an interview with the 
Jordon Times last week, 
.Ajlouni stud the sympioms 
developed by most snubnis 
who were adniitted to hospi- 
tal were normal following 
such vaccinations, although 
the number of cases of high 
susceptibility to the \'occine 
was slightly higher than 
average. 

He ruled out the possibility' 
that the adverse effects of thie 
vaccines could have been 
caused by improper storage 
or refrigeiution. 



Minister requests 
assistance from inteiiectuai 
property rights group 


BADIA FORCES PATROL AT JORDANIAN-SYRIAN BORDER: Camel riders from 
die Badia Forces patrol the desert TXiesday near the Syrian border to check for smug- 
glers. Camels are now used mainly along a 65-km stretch of the Syrian border strewn 
with black basalt rock which cannot be patrolled by car (Reuten photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade 
Mohammad Saleh Horani 
on Tuesday called on the 
Geneva-based World Imel- 
lectuol F^perry Organisa- 
tion to extend legal and 
technical training 'to Jor- 
danian personnel to facili- 
tate application of the 
organisation's regulations. 

.Addressing the opening 
session of a three-day sem- 
inar in Amman organised 
by WlPO, the minister said 
such assistance, through 
the Ministry of Indus^ 
and Trade, can help the 
country build the neces- 
sary infrastructure for 
compliance with the 


otgamsanon s require- 
ments. 

Horani said the ministry 
has been developing its 
trained personnel to estab- 
lish an effective WIPO- 
related system administra- 
tively and technically. 

He noted that ibis assis- 
tance is needed by Jordan. 
W'hich is trying to accede 
to the World Trade Organi- 
sation. 

Sharif Saadallah, a repre- 
sentative of the organisa- 
tion, presented a briefing 
on WlPO's endeavours to 
protect industrial, scientif- 
ic and technical rights. 

The organisation, which 
was established in 1967. 


aims to promoie the^ppo- 
tecdon of intellectual 'prop- 
erty in the world through 
cooperation among states 
and. where appropriate, 
with other international 
organisations. 

It also centralises the 
administration of unions 
that deal with legal and 
technical aspects of intel- 
lectual property. 

IniellecniaJ property 
comprises two main 
branches: industrial prop- 
erty, chiefly inventions, 
trademarks and designs, 
and copyrights, mainly lit- 
erary, musical, artistic, 
photographic and cine- 
matographic works. 


Hungarian president 
calls for stronger 
Jordan-Hungary ties 


Proposal for Arab development report welcomed 


BUDAPEST (Petra) — 
Hungarian President 
Arpad Gun/ has expre.s.scd 
his counto'*s desire to bol- 
ster relations with Jordan 
and suggested that the two 
countries renew a memo- 
randum of understanding 
to strengthen bilateral cul- 
tural and scientific cooper- 
ation. 

The president, who 
made the statement at a 
ceremony to accept the 
credentials of Mazen 
Armouti as non-re.sidcnt 
ambassador to Hunguiy, 
said he hoped that the con- 
cerned authorities in the 
two countries would work 
toward drawing up execu- 
tive programmes to 
expand cooperation in 
political, economic, cul- 
tural and investment fields 
as well as trade. 

Gonz said the visit of 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, lo Hun- 
gary la.*^ year and (he 
Hungarian foreign minis- 
ter's visit to Jordan in 
1995 helped further bol- 
ster bilateral tics. 

He added that Hungary, 
as a future member of both 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation and the 
European Union, can help 
Jordan at the bilateral and 
regional levels. 

Gonz thanked His 


Majesty King Hu.s,sein for 
his endeavours in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
wished the King a quick 
recovery and the Jordan- 
ian people further prosper- 
ity. 

Armouti, who is also 
Jordan's ambassador to 
Austria, met the Hungari- 
an foreign mini.ster and 
other officials to discuss 
trade exchanges between 
Jordan and Hungary. 

The two sides agreed to 
increa.se the volume of 
trade beyond the current 
SIO million annually and 
to arrange fur reciprocal 
exchanges of visits by rep- 
resentatives of chambers 
of trade and industry'. They 
also agreed to work out an 
understanding on loan 
guarantees between the 
Hungarian import and 
export bank and the Jor- 
danian Housing Bank to 
facilitate trade exchanges 
and to reach on agreement 
on tourism. 

The two sides also 
decided to revise the pro- 
visions of a draft agree- 
ment on combating crime 
and acts of terrorism due 
to be signed in Amman 
during the Hungarian for- 
eign minister's upcoming 
visit to Jordan and to open 
embassies in each coun- 
try’s capital. 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

MAN.AMA — A prc^sal by 
(fer Royal Highnes.s Princess 
Basma for the formulation of 
an annual Arab Human 
Deveiofxneni Report to mon- 
itor development processes 
and fcxinultae human des-el- 
c^KTienl sreategies was well 
reedved at a conference here 
to launch the UNDP's 1998 
Human Developnient Report 

“Vfe are veiy pleased by 
Princess Basma's proposal. 
This initiative ties in with 
Unired Nations Development 
ftogramme fUNDPj policies 
ftn* promoting and finding 
new opfvoaches to human 
de\%lopmeni and consump- 
tion through participatory 
means,” said assistant admin- 
istmKH’ and director of the 
UNDP Regional Bureau for 
Arab Stalds. Fawaz 
Fbukaladeh. 

The UNDP is intensifying 
t^raiegies ro involve govern- 
ments and civil socie^ in 
drawing up human develop- 
ment ^regies, he added. 

*’Human development 
means putting people at the 
cemre of development and 
strengthening their capabili- 
ties asking them what their 
bo.stc needs are." said Richard 
Jolly, principal author and 
coordinator of the HDR. 

This year's repoA. focusing 
on the theme of global con- 
sumption, noted that world 
consumption reached S24 
trillicm in 1998. The wealihi- 
esl 20 per cent of the worid’s 
population account for 86 per 
cent of total private consump- 
tion, while the poorest 20 per 
cent account for only 1.3 per 


cent, the report said. 

Published for the past nine 
years by the Uh®P, the 
report ranks developing and 
industrialised countries 
according to the Human 
Development Index, which is 
based on three socio-eco- 
nomic indicators: life 

expectancy, adult literacy, 
and per capita income. 

Jordan is classified as a 
medium human development 
country, larikittg 87 out of 
174 states and number 12 
among Arab countries. 

Despite the country's 
Bccomptishments in literacy 
and life expectancy. Jordan's 
per capita income continues 
to be low and has affected its 
HDI rank, which fell three 
places from 84 last year. Jor- 
dan's drop was also affected 
by (he fac( (ha( o(her coun- 
tries, such as Tmkey. (^an 
and Cyprus, moved up the 
ranks this year. 

Canada remained in the 
lead for the second consecu- 
tive year, while Bahrain 
ranked the highest among 
Arab countries for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

“Bahr^ ha& been follow- 
ing the philosophy on how 
b»t to make use of human 
development through t rainin g 
and education. Oiv policies 
have focused on integrating 
human development with 
economic development and 
ensuring that educational 
goals meet market demands," 
said Mohammad Ibrahim 
Muiawo, B ahraini minister of 
cabinet affairs and iDforma- 
tion. 

At the launching of the 
HDR in Jordan last month, 


Princess Basma noted that to 
decrease the widening gap 
between rich and poor, 
h uman development should 
be based on consumption pat- 
terns of shared resources, 
equity, and social responsibil- 
ity. 

According to UNDP staos- 
tics. an estimated one-third of 
the Jordanian pc^Hiladon 
lives in poverty. Tte govem- 
mem has been implementing 
the Soda! Productivi^ Pro- 
gramme to fight pove^ and 
unemplc^mient with l^4DP 

SUppOTL 

Ilie repon pointed out pos- 
itive and negative aspects of 
consumption, notii^ that 
increased consunqitioa has 
resulted in social exclusion 
and environmental damage. 
One challenge is the slow 
economic growth rate, which 
it said is leading to fewer 
resources available far 
human developmenu includ- 
ing health care and education. 

The report touched upon 
the threat of population 
growth exceeding economic 
grow'th. It called for strilung a 
balance between pc^lation 
and economic ^wth to 
maintain high standards of 
developmenL 

A seven-point agenda in the 
report recommended that 
c\try country implement a 
consumption policy. In this 
context, Jordan was bailed for 
hosting the first Arab confer- 
ence on consumer protection 
last week. 

emphasise that if two 
and a half billion people in 
the worid have too little con- 
sumption. countries must 
give pricNity to the under- 


consumption of those who 
have too little,” Jolly told the 
Jordan Times. 

The report noted that many 
states were moving towards 
systems where mai^ mech- 
anisms were used as the pri- 
mary tool to influence beliav- 
four. This policy stresses that 
if human behaviour was 
harmful to others or the envi- 
ronment. prices should be 
increased tiirou^ eco-pric- 
ing. 

This global approach is 
being followed by some 
developing countries, yet 
there remain many, including 
Jordan, who ^ve bera 
"timid” in their use of this 
•‘green-tax.” 

The role of the mecUa was 
underlined in raising aware- 
ness on the dangers of over- 
consumption. A regional 
seminar on Human Develop- 
ment and the Media in Ar^ 
Countries was held Tuesday 
in Bahrain. Over 33 media 
representatives from all over 
the Arab Worid particip at e d 
in this event 

A lecture entitled "Con- 
sumption and the Media in 
Arab Clouniiies'' was deliv- 
ered by Raufa Hassan AI 
SharqL executive director of 
the Centre for /^plied 
Research and Women Studies 
at the University of Sanaa in 
Yemen. 

From Jordan, lyad Abu 
Moghli, director of the Envi- 
ronment and Natural 
Resources ProgFamme at the 
UNDP, will present a paper 
today on 'The Impactof 
Consumption of Natural 
Resources on the Environ- 
ment in Arab Countries,” 
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U.S. envoy stages shuttle 
diplomacy on Kosovo; 
Milosevic still defiant 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Searching for a 
breakthrough to avert 
NATO airstrikes, a senior 
U.S. envoy said Tuesday 
that President Slobodan 
Milosevic has not met the 
terms laid down by the 
United Nations to prevent 
military intervention in the 
secessionist Kosovo 

province. 

Following difficult talks 
with Milosevic late 
Monday. Richard 

Holbrooke met in the 
Kosovo capital with ethnic 
Albanian polidcal leaders,' 
who have refused to negoti- 
ate with Milosevic until he 
halts a seven-month crack- 
down against separatist 
rebels, which has killed 
hundreds and driven more 
than a quarter-million peo- 
ple from their homes. 

Holbrooke told reporters 
that military police 

still maintain a strong pres- 
ence in Kosovo despite 
repeated international 
demands for them to with- 
draw from areas of conflict. 

**U.S. diplomatic 

observers are doing a terrif- 
ic job bringing us informa- 
tion. and the information 
they're bringing is not 
good.” he told reporters 
before heading into talks 
with ethnic Albimian politi- 
cal leader Ibrahim Rugova, 
who says NATO airstrikes 
would be welcome. 

Holbrooke was expected 
to return to Belgrade for 
Tuesday ni^t meeting with 
Milosevic on the southern 
province in Serbia, the main 
republic of Yugoslavia. 
Ethnic Albanians fonn 90 
per cent of the 2 million- 
strong Kosovo population, 
and most favour self-rule. 

In Jerusalem, U.S. State 
Department spokesman 
James Rubin sud 
Holbrooke spoke by tele- 
phone twice with Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
about the results of his taJks 
in the Yugoslav capital, 
Belgrade. 

"Flesident Milosevic has 
not agreed at this time to ... 
sustainable and irreversible 
compliance with the 
demands of the internation- 
al community” Rubin said. 
“NATO military prepara- 
tions and discussions and 
decision-making continue 
on a fast track.” Milosevic 
told Holbrooke late 
Monday that his govern- 
ment is willing to seek a 
“political solution” to the 
crisis in Kosovo, where eth- 
nic Albanian rebels are bat- 
tling for independence. 

But he also called the 
threats of aggression 
against Yugoslavia “a crim- 
inal act” that provide “sup- 
port for the Albanian vil- 
lains. not the Albanian peo- 
ple.” according to a state- 
ment issued through state 
media. 

His defiant comments 
came after a meeting in 
which Holbrooke told the 
Yugoslav president of '*the 
grave situation we are fac- 
ing.” “If he thinks NATO is 
bluffmg. if he is willing to 


take that risk, all I can do is 
convey the views of the 
U.S. government,*' 

Holbrooke told reporters 
Tuesday in Pristina. 

Holbrooke, who negotiat- 
ed the 1995 agreement that 
ended the Bosnian war, was 
dispatched to the federal 
Yugoslav coital of 
Belgrade in what appeared 
to give Milosevic a last 
chance to halt his crack- 
down and enter talks with 
ethnic Albanians on the 
future of ±e province. 

But there was no sign ±at 
the diplomatic deadlock 
was ending. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov told the 
Interfax news agency that 
Russia, a staunch ally of 
Serbia, would use its veto to 
stop any move to approve 
airstrik^ on Yugoslavia by 
the Ui^. Security Council, 
which was set to take up 
Kosovo later Tuesday. 

The United States is try- 
ing to get Milosevic and the 
ethnic Albanians to agree 
on a deal that would defer 
for two or three years a 
decision on whether 
Kosovo would separate 
from Serbia. 

But the ethnic Albanians 
have refused to negotiate 
with Milosevic. and 
Albright voiced scepticism 
Milosevic would adhere to 
any such plan in any case. 

“We are dealing with 
someone we never trusted,*^ 
Albright told reporters en 
route from Washington to 
Jerusalem. 


A representative of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
Tuesday urged NATO to 
intervene. Adem Demaci, 
who resigned as KLA 
spokesman last month but 
s£ud he was agsun spealdng 
for the rebels, said: “The 
Serbian war machine and 
its miJitary and political 
structure must be 
destroyed.” 

NATO officials say they 
are ready to launch 
airstrikes within hours of 
receiving an order to atmck. 
No ftnal decision is expect- 
ed until Thursday, when 
ambassadors of the allied 
countries gather for a 
NATO Council meeting in 
Brussels. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin continued to press 
for a political solution to 
the crisis Tuesday. 

have spent almost two 
days preparing and holding 
telephone talks on Kosovo.” 
he told Russian news agen- 
cies. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac Insisted that ±e 
U.N. Security Council must 
authorise any military inter- 
vention. but indicated that 
the human suffering going 
on might be the loophole 
NATO needs to go in. and 
that France would go along 
with that 

“It is necessary that the 
Serb forces pull out,” he 
said in Florence. Italy. 
“Combat must cease. If that 
is not the case, a NATO 
intervention will become 
inevitable.” 


Hands off our troops in 
Bosnia, NATO says 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — The NATO-led peacekeeping force 
in Bosnia said Tuesday it would respond to any threats 
made against its 30.000-plus troops if NATO carries out air 
strikes over Kosovo. 

”SFOR will not tolerate any threats or intimidation 
against SFOR forces in Bosnla-Herzegovina,” Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR) spokesman Ueutenazu-Commander Glenn 
Cfaambttlain told a press briefing in Sarajevo. 

**SFOR will hold die persons or their leaders who toler- 
ate. advocate or direct threats of this nature personally 
responsible and will take die appropriate action.'* he said. 
Last week Serbia’s deputy prime minister, Vojislav Seselj. 
declared Aat NAIX!) troops “will be our enemies every- 
where” if the alliance tried to use force to halt the violence 
in Kosovo. 

He did not refer to SFOR specifically, but his remarks 
were interpreted as being directed at the 34-nation force 
that enforces the Dayton accords which ended the 1 992-95 
war in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

In a just-released travel warning, the U.S. State 
Department uiged Americans to “consider departing*' 
Bosnia's Serb entity of Republika Srpska, as they might be 
targets of retaliation if NATO intervention goes ahead. 

In the entity’s main city of Banja Luka, the political par^ 
led by outgoing Republika Srpska President Biljana 
Plavsic said it was opposed to NATO striking targets in the 
rump Yugoslavia (S^ia and Montenegro). 

’It'is not right to punish the people,” Ostoja Knezevic, 
vice president of the Serb People's Alliance (SNS). told 
reporters. 

“We favour negotiations,” he said, adding that a NATO 
attack would have a negative impact on Republika Srpska, 
which covers 49 per cent of Bosnia including areas that 
border on Serbia. 

Sinular opposition came from Bosnian Serb Premier 
Milorad Do^'s Party of Independent Social Democrats 
(SNSD), whose spokesman Stanislav Cadjo said NATO 
action would be “dangerous for stability in the region.” 

“It is special in Bosnia-Herzegovina. because whenever 
there are some pn^lems in neighbouring countries, the sit- 
uation is influenced here.** Cadjo said. 



Singers Bette Midler (left), Barry Manilow and Rosemary Qooney pose together 
at the Seventh annual EUa Lifetime Achievement Award dinner hosted by the 
Society of Singers in Beverly Hills. Clooney, aged 70, was honoured with the EUa 
Award, paying tribute to her singing and acting career of the past S3 years 
(Reuters photo) 


Dissidents cautious 
on China rights pact 


BEIJING (R) — Leading 
Chinese democracy 

activists Tuesday gave a 
wary welcome to China's 
signing of a U.N. covenant 
guaranteeing fireedom -of 
expression and protection 
against arbitrary arrest. 

But all expressed concern 
Beijing would drag its feet 
in implementing the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. 

“I*m optimistic about the 
rights situation in China 
and welcome ±e signing.” 
said veteran activist Xu 
WenLi. “But based on past 
experience. I'm not sure 
Beijing will not fully 
implement the pact.” Xu 
noted that dozens of politi- 
cal prisoners remained in 
Chinese jails. 

Another leading opposi- 
tion figure worried that key 
elements of the protocol 
would not be ratified by the 
legislature, the National 
People's Congress. 

“We noticed that China 
has expressed reservations 
about certain parts of the 
covenant governing free- 
dom of association. 

“We urge the complete 
implementation of the 
treaty.” said Peng Ming, 
secretory of the China 
Development Union, an 
underground dissident 
organisation. 

“Nevertheless, as a repre- 
sentative for many reform 
forces here and abroad, we 
are very happy with this 


move." Mary Robinson. 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, welcomed China's 
signing of the treaty and 
urged its speedy ratifica- 
tion, repeating a ^ue'st she 
made to President ‘ Jiang 
Zemin during a visit to 
Beijing last month. 

“Ratification of the treaty 
and its sister instrumenL 
the International Covenant 
on Economic. Social and 
Cultural Rights, will signi- 
fy China's international 
commitment to promote 
and protect the full range of 
human rights to all its citi- 
zens.” Robinson said in a 
statement issued by her 
office. 

Last year Beijing signed 
the economic, social and 
cultural righLs treaty, but 
has yet to ratify the treaty. 

A Hong Kong newspaper 
said the world was now 
watching to see whether 
China would follow its 
commitments under the 
covenant. 

“The world is now watch- 
ing to see how sincere 
Beijing will be in imple- 
menting the edicts it has set 
its hand to,” said the South 
China Morning Post. 

“Now that it has signed 
the covenants, it is under an 
obligation to conform to 
international norms, speed- 
ing reforms which respect 
the right to freedom of 
thought and actiort and 
allowing all people to fol- 


Myanmar junta says EU 
jeopardising transition to democracy 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Myanmar reacted angrily 
Tuesday to European for- 
eign ministers' concerns 
over alleged human rights 
abuses in die military state, 
saying their interference 
jeopa^sed the country's 
“transition to democracy.” 

“They believe that slow- 
ing Myanmar's economic 
d^elopment through sanc- 
tions and boycotts will 
hasten the transition to 
democracy,” a Junta 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment sent to AFP here. 

“However, history com- 
pels us to be more realis- 
tic." 

The official was respond- 
ing lo a statement from a 
meeting of Europe^ 
Union (EU) foreign minis- 
ters in Luxembourg 


Monday night expressing 
“deep concern” about the 
“deteriorating political and 
human rights situation” in 
Myanmar. 

The ministers urged 
authorities in Yangon to 
“take steps towards 
democracy and national 
reconciliation” and lift “all 
restrictions on the freedom 
of movement of Daw (hon- 
orific) Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Aung San Suu Kyi is the 
leader of the main opposi- 
tion party, the National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD), which won 1990 
elections in a landlside but 
which has never been 
allowed to form a govern- 
ment 

“There have been hun- 
dreds of political prisoners 
-taken'’Chef^‘* aaft^ 'A t iS iri ai 


Foreign Minister Wolfgang 
Scheussel, whose councry 
chairs the EU. 

A statement issued after 
the ministerial meeting 
said the EU “is actively 
considering further politi- 
cal steps to underline its 
concern." 

‘The EU recalls its con- 
demnation of the detention 
of opposition activists, 
including elected represen- 
tatives to ±e parliament” 
said the statement. 

Britain has proposed that 
the EU formally adopt 
London’s policy of dis- 
couraging tour operators 
from offering holidays in 
Myanmar, while calling 
for an extension of a visa 
ban on junta members to 
cover lower-ranking offi- 


But no decision on that 
was to have been taken at 
the meeting, and Britain is 
hoping it can infiuence the 
debate when the ministers 
meet again on Oct. 26 to 
review the EU’s two-year- 
old sanctions against the 
junta in Yangon. 

The junta official said 
interference by western 
countries was only delay- 
ing democratic progress 
and undermining national 
stability. 

“New democracies do 
not automatically succeed. 
Myanmar must act realisti- 
cally and responsibly to 
lay the foundation of a 
democratic system that is 
suited to iLs culture and 
national security,” the 
spokesman said. 

“The government there- 


fore believes that irrespon- 
sible actions by foreign 
nations will jeopardise 
Myanmar's transition to 
democracy.” 

Opposition groups say 
the junta has arrested up to 
2,000 dissidents — includ- 
ing about 200 NLD MP.s 
— since May, in what they 
call the worst crackdown 
on the democracy move- 
ment since the crushing of 
student demonstrations in 
1988. 

The junta maintains it is 
drafting a new constitution 
to prepare for democratic 
elections. The NLD has 
boycotted the process, say- 
ing the mUitary is only tty- 
ing to maintain its grip on 
power. 


low their religious practices 
without political interfer- 
ence.” it said in an editorial. 

The Post said Hong Koag 
may prove an early testing 
ground for China's com- 
mitment to the covenant as 
Beijihg can no longer 
Democratic Part>' members 
from entering the mainland. 

Under article 12 of the 
covenant, no one may be 
aibitrarily deprived of the 
right to enter his own coun- 
try. it said. 

The Democratic Party, a 
vocal critic of the Beijing 
and Hong Kong govern- 
ments. has been branded as 
“subversive” by China and 
most of its members have 
been barred from entering 
the mainland. 

Hong Kong, a British 
colony for 156 years, 
reverted to China July last 
year. 

China signed the rights 
pact on Monday ia New 
York, just a day before 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair arrived in 
Beijing for a landmark six- 
day visiL 

Bla'ir, in what he called a 
“frank exchange of views” 
with Chinese Premier Zhu 
Rongji, raised human rights 
and mentioned cases of 
individual dissidents, 
including an activist who 
was briefly detained 
Monday for trying to regis- 
ter a human rights monitor- 
ing group. 

Forest fires 
in Far East 
still going on 

MOSCOW (API — Forest 
fires chat have caused enor- 
mous damage in Russia's Far 
East ore lessening, but a top 
official said it was too early to 
say if the problem was under 
control, die ITAR-TASS news 
agency repCHled Tuesday. 

Vladimir Porainov. a top 
fbrestiy official in the Par 
East, said 20 fires had been put 
ouL but 7S other fires continue 
to rage, covering some 
450,000 hectares of forest 
The fires, some of which hare 
been raging since the summer, 
have destneyed some 1.5 mil- 
lion hectares of woodlands 
.since the summer. 

The fires have IdUed huge 
amounts of local wildlife. A 
UJ^. mission was expected to 
arrive Tuesday to study the sit- 
uation and consider possible 
international assistance. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

U-N. outraged at Croat attacks 
on returning Muslims 

geneva fR) — The U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), responsible for organismg returns 
to Bosnia, Tuesday expressed outrage at attac^ on 
minority Muslims returning to pre-war homes m Croat- 
controlled Bosnia. Spokesman Kris Janowski told a news 
briefing that several episodes over the past wwk souffi of 
the Bosnian town of Mostar. including a fatal one, were 
a “sefoack for nunority returns.” In the most serious 
incident, a Muslim man was killed and three people 
injured last Friday when a grenade was thrown at a home 
for displaced in Tasovcici. Three other explosions were 
reported that ni^t in the same village. The next ^y, a 
rocket-propelled grenade Itit a home in ^adinici in 
Stolac district, but there were no injuries. Tt is really sad 
that people returning home are being kill^ 
years after Dayton was signed,” Janowski said, refeirmg 
to the peace accord under which LTNHCR was mandated 
to organise the return of displaced persons. “Bosnian 
Croau have a very bad reputation as far as wdeoming 
back returnees are concerned... The atmosphere is essen- 
tially dense with hostility. But this is the first lethal 
attack In quite some time ” the spokesman added. Some 

8.000 Muslims were forcibly evacuated from Stolac by 

Croat forces during the war before the two communities i 
signed a ceasefire in 1994. About 100 families have gone | 
home since, according to the Geneva-based UNHCR, 
which was the lead humanitarian agency during the ' 
1992-95 Bosnian war. “People are staying, trying to hang ' 
on to their homes,” Janowski said. “But there-is a lot of i 
fear. “Many in Stolac have returned under the pro^tioo | 
and huge pressure of the international community on | 
Bosnian Croats who are very persistentlyjefiismg to give , 
minorities fair and reasonable treatment.” ' j 

Germany’s CDU nominate j 
Schaeuble as new leader 

BONN (R) — Germany's Oiristian Democrats nominat- 
ed Wolfgang Schaeuble Tuesday as the new leader of 
their battered party after their crushing election defoaL 
CDU parliamentary leader Schaeuble, in a wheelchair 
since he was paralysed by a gunman in 1 990. secured the 
backing of his parliamentaiy group at a meeting in Bono 
to succeed Chancellor Helmut Kohl, a source in the patty 
said. The source said the group had voted unanimously 
in favour of Schaeuble with one abstention. CDU dele- 
gates were expected to give their final stamp of approval 
to his nomination at a party congress on Nov. 7. 
Schaeuble was the only candidate in the running to 
replace Kohl, the CDU chairman for the last 25 years, 
who resigned after losing the Sept 27 general election. 
Kohl became the first German chancellor to be voted out 
of office when he lost to Gerhard Schroeder's Social 
Democrats (SPD). The CDU plunged more than six 
points to 35.2 per cent of the vote, the lowest electoral 
performance since 1949. Schaeuble, 56, is widely 
respected in the party. But his nomination was marred, 
ironically, by Kohl when the outgoing chwcellor said 
last week tkit Schaeuble would replace him. Many 
younger pariy.. leaders wbo.bave long, chaffed under 
Kohl's dominating rule were offended that the 68-y^- 
old was stiU trying to pull the strings even after stepping 
down. Kohl has l^pt the CDU. in power for the last 16' 
years, but the electoral debacle last month exposed deep 
rifts in the party that has dominated the country, for the 
last 50 years. 

Radioactive mushroom scare 
in Bulgaria, Romania 

SOFIA (AFP) — Bulgarian audiorities confinned 
Tuesday that mushrooms tainted with radioactive 
Cesium 137 had been discovered in the south of the 
country, following a similar scare in neighbouring 
Romania. Meanwffile, 22 people were reported to have 
been hospitalised in Romania after eating “genetically 
modified” mushrooms, although it was not confirmed 
they were radioactive. In Bulgaria, scientists registered 
levels of up to 900 becquerels in a load of export-bound 
mushrooms in the southern Rhodopes region, said scien- 
tist Petar Konstantinov. The contaniinatioa was the high- 
est level recorded in the country since the 1986 
Chernobyl nuclear accident in Ukraine, he said, adding 
that the normally accepted level is 475 becquerels. The 
source of the radioactive isotope has not been found. The 
tainted mushrooms were destroyed, he said, declining to 
name the export firm involved. The Bulgarian scare 
came after Romanian experts last week acknowledged 
that mushrooms exported to several European Union 
countries had been contaminated by Cesium-137, 
although they said the levels were not a health threat In ' 
ffie latest such scare, 22 people were in hospital Tuesday 
in Pioiesti, 1 00 km north of Bucharest after having eaten 
mushrooms “which bad undergone genetic modifica- 
tions, ^ doctors said, “We have seen a sharp rise in hospi* 
tolisations of people having eaten mushrooms which are 
normally edible over the last year,” said Dan Pasculescu, 
head of the emergency department of the town's hospi- 
tal.) He said it was impossible to say whether the mush- 
rooms involved were contaminated with radioactivity. 
France last month withdrew several tonnes of Romanian 
and Belarussian mushrooms imported via Austria and 
Italy, after controls revealed radiation levels of up to 

5.000 becquerel, much higher than normal. 

Teenager accused of rape 
freed after year in jail 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A 16-ycM^-old who spent a 
ye^ in j^ for rape has been freed after DNA evidence 
mdicated he couldn t have committed the crime. Gregoiy 
Wilburri walked out of the Northeast House of 
Correchon Monday. He had been there since he was 
ch^ged b«ause his family couldn’t post the $50,000 
^1. I m just h^py that I’m with my family again. It’s 
own embarrassing, painftjl, stressful," 'Wilbuin said, 
l^secutore announced Friday they were dropping the 
charges after DNA found on the underwear <rf tbe l7- 
year-old ^ctim didn't match Wilburn's. He was anested 

1 'vas attneked in August 

1997 by a rnan who followed her out of a convenience 

eat away at you the rest of your ■ 
Anthony J. DeFino toW 
Wlbura. TTiank God you can go on with your life, "ybu 

^ originally had said there 

fifccf; evidence on the girl’s underwear for 

A'l ibonths later, the public defender’s ofSce 
S DN? ? t^heck again and a sraaU amoutf 

?n,-i »‘®ason that's he's been in 

■Si ? ® incompetence;’ said. 
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Omani sultan tells youth 
to seek range of jobs 


muscat (R) — Oman’s 
Suitan Qaboos Tuesday 
ur?eJ the country’s youth 
to accept a wider range of 
jobs as of the Gulf 
state’s drive lo cut down 
on expatriate labour. 

The sultan, on his annual 
meei-the-people tour 
around the country, said 
too much money was 
flowing out of the Arab 
state through expatriate 
reminances, state-run tele- 
viMon reported. 

"Our youth must not shy 
away from any work 
which can bring them 
inenme. no mailer what 
that income is,” Sultan 
Qahoos told citizens in the 
norihem areas of Batinah 
ajiil Musandam. 

Foreigners make up 
around 600,000 of Oman ’s 
2.2 million population. 
Like other Arab Gulf 
states that depend heavily 
on foreign labour, Oman is 
trx'ing to provide more 
jobs for its own nationals, 
particularly in the private 
sector. 

Bui many private com- 
panies have traditionally 
preferred to employ 
cheaper expatriate work- 
ers and some say nationals 
lack the required skills. 
Omani citizens for their 
pun have tended to seek 
white-collar jobs in the 
public sector. 

“fMoney) is being trans- 
ferred abroad through the 
unnecessary (expatriate) 
labour force,” the sultan 
said. “Why does the size 
of (foreign) labour remain 
at this l^el which is 
unnecessary when we can 
do without some of 
them?” 

Oman, an independent 


oil producer on the easicm 
edge of the .Arabian penin- 
suid, hiLS snid some 
500.000 foreign workers 
are employed in ihe coun- 
try s private sector, com- 
pared to about 40.000 
Omanis. 

Sultan Qaboos said his 
government had autho- 
rised the establishment of 
three private universities, 
which he said could be an 
alternative for students 
who would otherwise 
study abroad. 

He said the Sultan 
Qaboos University in 
Muscat — the only one in 
the country — was unable 
to cope with the large 
number of students seek- 
ing admission. 

He said the government 
was also encouraging stu- 
dents to pursue vocational 
training 

Meanwhile. Oman’s 
budget deficit swelled by 
235 per cem to S.^I3.8 
million in the first .seven 
months of ibe year, 
according to an official 
report. 

During the same period, 
revenue from crude oil 
slid 22.8 per cent com- 
pared with the first seven 
months in 1997. the econ- 
omy ministry report said, 
without giving sales fig- 
ure.s. 

However, an earlier 
report said oil revenue for 
the first half of the year 
totalled $1,676 billion, or 
about 70 per cent of total 
earnings of S2.429 billion. 

The Sultanate of Oman, 
which is not a member of 
OPEC, produced 916.000 
barrels of oil per day (bpd) 
during the first half of this 
year, according to the 


report published by the 
ufficiai news agency 
ONA. 

In April, Oman cut pro- 
duction by .^0,000 bpd in a 
bid to support oil prices. 

Oman 's National Econo- 
my Minister Ahmed Ibn 
Abdul Nabi Meki told 
ONA that the .sultanate did 
not intend to devalue the 
riyal, despite the slide in 
oil revenue, which 
accounts for 40 per cent of 
its gross doinesiJc product. 

Oil Mini.ster Mohammad 
A1 Romhi said low oil rev- 
enues would reduce 
growth in the sultanate's 
upstream oil activities but 
that the downstream oil 
.sector would be unaffect- 
ed. 

’The low oil prices will 
not affeci the downstream 
aciiviiic.s due to the partic- 
ipation of foreign capital 
and the private sector. 

The upstream activity, 
which is mainly based on 
goveriunem programme.s, 
will go slow,” he said, 
quoted by the Oman Daily 
Observer, 

Romhi warned that oil 
prices might remain low 
for two yearsi “! am not 
saying that the prices will 
not rise before this period 
but a .stable higher price 
may not prevail. We are 
going to see stagnation for 
two years,” he said. 

The rock-bottom oil rev- 
enues would force Oman 
to ’’revise the fiscal deficit 
and review expenditure 
due to the fall in revenue. 
If the oil prices continue 
to remain low for the next 
two years, we will face 
some difficuUics.” he said. 


U.N. report: Small 
loans aren’t only 
answer to poverty 
eradication 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— A new U.N. repon 
questions recent wide- 
spread support for 
’’microcredit loans” as a 
primary tool to help emd- 
icaie poverty, saying 
many recipients simply 
aren’t in a position to use 
the money effectively. 

The report questions a 
widely held belief — 
including within the 
United Nations — that 
the loans, amounting to 
several hundred dollars 
each, can effectively 
empower the world's 
poor with a minimum of 
cost and bureaucracy. 

The report, released by 
the U.N. Department of 
Economic and Social 
Affairs, acknowledges 
that a few lending institu- 
tions have had great suc- 
cess with the loans — 
including the Gramman 
Bank in Bangladesh and 
Accion International, 
which has lent $1 billion 
to Latin America over (he 
last five years. 

But it cites studies 
which show there are 
’’limits to the use of cred- 
it as an instrument for 
poverty eradication.” 

“Many people, e.spe- 
cially the poorest of the 
poor, are usually not in a 
position to undertake an 
economic activity, partly 
because they lack busi- 
ness skills, and even the 
mocivacion for business.” 
the study says. 


The report also notes 
that the relatively high 
inieresi rates in manv 
developing nations make 
the loans more expen- 
sive. 

Poor administrative 
structures can also incur 
extra costs. 

"If the transaction 
costs, combined with 
high intere.sts rates, 
require that the operation 
in question generate 
profit margins of the 
order of 30 per cem to 50 
per cent, it is not clear 
that this would be eco- 
nomically very benefi- 
cial,” the report said. 

The report recommends 
that administrative struc- 
tures be strengthened, 
and that loans be provid- 
ed in the context of 
access to land, appropri- 
ate technology, markets, 
self-help solidarily 

groups and counselling. 

It also stressed that the 
loans .should be con- 
ceived of as only one 
component of an overall 
strategy to foster small 
business enterprise. 

Microcredit pro- 

grammes came to promi- 
nence in the last decade 
as cxi^tations for public 
financing diminished. At 
a “Microcredit Summit” 
held last year in Wash- 
ington, donors agreed to 
a plan that would e.xtend 
small loans to 100 mil- 
lion poor households bv 
2005. 


AL BUSTAN PALACE 
INTER-CONTINENTAL, MUSCAT 
WINS TOP AWARDS 


THE A1 Busmn Palace Inter- 
Cbminental Muscat is the best 
business hotel in die world, 
according to readers of (he pres- 
tigious U.K. rnr^aziiie Cond 
Nust Traveller. 

The Al Bustan Palace Inter- 
Cononeatal was %'oied number 
hi a poll of 26,000 readers. 
The awa^ was collected by the 
hotel's regional vice {xesident 
and geoeral manager, Issa .Al 
Htyiy, at a recent censmony in 
London. 

Cond Nast Traveller said of 
the Al Bustan Palace Inter-Con- 
Dnental, Muscat "aldiou^ it is 
a business hoteL it doesn’t have 
that ‘craporate' feel because of 
its exciting location, amazing 
service and delicious food.” 

Ctxid Nast Traveller went on 
to place die hotel second in ib 


list of 100 “best of the best,” 
with a 96 per cent satisfaction 
score. 

The Amstel (nier-Continema! 
Amsterdam was ranked sixth in 
Cond Nast Thiveller’s best 
overseas business hotels cate- 
gory. The hotel came 34th (be 
raaga^e's top 100 list, wnih a 
satisfaction score of 88.7 per 
cent 

Nominees qualified for the 
awards only when a set number 
of nominations hod been 
received. The 13 categories for 
ncxiunadvis included overseas 
holiday hotels. U.K. heyday 
hotel, overseas busines.s hotels, 
U.K. business hotels, countries, 
islands, turlines. cruise lines, 
overseas does. U.K. does, oir- 
poft. car rental and spa 
rcsoas/hoiels. 


Asia crisis slows Latin America growth 


SANTIAGO (AFP) — 
Economic growth in 
Latin America is expect- 
ed to slow to a modest 
three per cent this year as 
(be region's economies 
struggle to overcome the 
effects of Asia's turmoil, 
according to a new study. 

A preliminary study 
released here by the U.N. 
Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC) said 
the average gross domes- 
tic product for the region 
would fall to three per 
cent from 5.3 per cent in 
1997, “one of the highest 
rates in the past two 
decades.” 

Last year’s growth 
combined with one of the 
lowest inflation rates 
since World War 11 at just 


10.4 per cent, and record 
forei^ invesment of S80 
billion led to optimism 
for Latin America. 

But the crisis in Asia, 
one of the region's most 
important export mar- 
kets. turned the optimism 
to caution. 

ECLAC noted that in 
the first six months of 
1998 there was a “slight 
regression” in inflation 
control and cited the spe- 
cific case of Colombia 
where prices could 
increase by 20 per cent 
for the year. 

Foreign capital flows 
slowed in the first half of 
the year but the study 
predicted a “recovery in 
the second half helped 
by the $19 billion privati- 
sation in July of Brazil's 


Telebras. 

The study found that in 
addition to effects of the 
Aslan crisis. Latin Amer- 
ica's slow economic 
growth could be blamed 
on the El Nino weather 
phenomenon which rav- 
aged livestock, agricul- 
ture. fishing and infra- 
scnicture. 

But the Asian crisis was 
the main factor affecting 
the region's economies. 

“Although the prudent 
management of the econ- 
omy and the application 
of other preveniaiive 
measures have held off a 
crisis in the region, for 
several reasons it would 
be best to maintain a cau- 
tions auitude,” the study 
said. 
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Currency 

USD 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAO 

m. 

NLG 

FRF 1 

US Dollar 

. 

1.6316 

0.S942 

1J405 

131.07 

1.5496 

1612.00 

1.8396 
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0.6129 

. 

0J64O 

0JO24 

80J4 

0.9501 

988.29 

1.1282 


GB Sterling 

1.6830 

2.7444 

- 


220.50 

2.6080 

2712.19 

3.0951 

92002 

CH Franc 

0.7460 

121.62 

0.4426 

- 

97.66 

1.1SS4 

1201.19 

137.08 

4.0747 

JPYen 

0.0076 

1.2409 

0A629 

1.0223 

. 

1.1820 

1229 

140.29 

4.1708 

CA Dollar 

0.64S3 

1A482 

0AT98 

0.8636 

1.18 

- 

1036.38 

1.1818 

3.5154 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0106 

0A679 

0.0831 

1231A3 

0.9603 

- 

11A0 

32886 

NL Guilder 

0.6406 

68.60 

0.3226 

72.86 

71.20 

0.8421 

875.80 


29714 

FR Franc 

0.1829 

0.2982 

0.1066 

24.5055 

23.94 

0.2834 

33.63 

33.6300 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 



USD 




MS!SM 

ISEZZI 


LBP 

EGP 

us Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7505 

0.3770 

3.6402 

0.3029 

26728 

150200 

3.4050 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

- 

62898 

0.5317 

5.1343 

0.4272 

5.1803 

2118.48 

4.8025 

Saudi Riyal 

02666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

027 

0.0808 

0.98 

400.48 

0.9079 

Bahrain Dinar 

265 

1.8807 

9.9488 

- 

9.66 

0.8035 

9.74 

3S84.30 

92323 

Qatar Dinar 

02747 

0.1948 

1.0303 

12303 

. 

0.0832 

1.01 

41261 

0.9354 

Kuwait Dinar 

32014 

23407 

123820 

12446 

1202 

- 

1213 

4958.73 

0.9354 

Emirates Dinar 

02723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0BZ5 

- 

408.95 

0.9271 

Lebanese/lOQO 

0.67 

0A720 

24970 

02510 

24236 


24453 

- 

22670 


02937 

02082 

1.1015 

0.1107 

1.0691 

EESI 

1.0786 

441.12 







Mid-East Currencies 



1 Oils 

Last 



Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 


0.00 

0.00 


SA Riyal 

02666 

0.4350 

0.15843 

025768 

34.9638 


15.54 

1521 


AEDiriiam 

02723 

0.44419 

0.16178 

0.36526 

35.7028 


0.00 

0.00 


KW Dinar 

3.3014 

528503 

1.96155 

4A287 

4329 


1277 

13.88 


BH Dinar 


4.32713 

1.57604 

3.55872 

347226 

nnifiw 

146.00 

146.00 


CY Pound 

2066 

3.3692 

1.2266 

27689 

270.759 


Metal P 

rices 





Li 

30r Fuel 

ng 

■1 

Metal 

mm 

Offer 



CEB) 

-1- 

-3- 

-6- 

iDjl 



296 



J 3 HSM 

Month 

Months 

Months 

iKSl 

Silver (oz’s) 


5.11 



USD 


S2203 


4.9063 

Platinum (ox's) 


343 



GBP 

7A688 

7.31 25 

7.1250 

6.9516 

AL (3 Months) 


1329 



JPY 

02S55 

0.3867 

0A141 

0.4453 

CU (3 Months) 

1602 

1605 



DEM 

3.5000 

3.5625 

3.5469 

25000 

Zine (3 Months) 

974 

■SI 



FRF 

12SOO 

1AS31 

1.4883 

1.5313 

Lead (3 Months] 

520 

523 



CHF 

3A960 

3.5313 

3.5254 

3.5098 

Nl f3 Months) 

3880 




m. 

5.0560 


42360 
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* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 

Last 


Coffee (cribs) 

104A2 

spot 

Cocoa (Sfton) 

1938 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

216.7 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

118 

Spot 

Soya (e/lbs) 

24.83 

Spot 

Tea (stgrieg) 

125 

Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (Sfton) 

415 

Soot 


Currency 

Em 

Sell 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Sterlling 

1.191 

1.197 

DEMark 

02342 

24364 

CH Franc 


0.5304 

FR Franc 


0.1301 

JPYen 


0.5318 

NL Guilder 

D.3B5 

0.3869 

TTLira 

0.4393 

0A415 


Tunisia to scrap tax on olive oil exports 


TUNIS CR) — Tunisia plans 
to scrap a customs duty of 1 .5 
per cent on olive oil exports, 
agriculture ofikials have 
said. 

The decision had been 
taken at an inner cabinet 
meeting chaired by President 
Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali 

The date for inq>lemenimg 
the measure, aimed at boost- 
ing exports, had not been yet 
set, officials said. 

The meeting discussed 
strategy in the light of an 
increase in w’orid productioa. 


risbg competition and the 
appearance of new produc- 
ers. they added 
The meeting bad also 
looked at new measures 
aimed at encouraging domes- 
tic consumptioiL reducing 
production costs and improv- 
ing quality through the mod- 
emisation of rears' equip- 
ment, they said 
Tunisia expected olive oil 
output of 190,(X)0 tonnes for 
the 199S/1999 seasort more 
than the double last season's 
output of 90.(XX). Average 


annual output was 166.000 
tonnes during tbe 1990$, 
compared with 98,000 in the 
1980s. 

Crops are due early in 
November to February. 

Tunisia exported 64,671 
tonnes of olive during the 
first six months of 1998, up 
from Sl.CXX) tonnes in the 
same period last year. 

Average volume e.xported 
was 107,000 tonnes per year 
during the 1990s, compared 
uiih 51000 during the 
19S0s. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne 



1 

i 

[THE Da 

mM'- 


ACROSS 


1 Loansharks? 



8 Mostfluffy 

..lihlfci 


15 Hanukk^ 

I 

1 


candelatHum 


16 Baton master 


17 Pecan candv 

.n. rt'i 1 


18 PaJRaie 

. -<;r* 


19 Anempts 



20 BasebaHstaL 

-i-'* ■ 1 


22 Gutters' sixrt 


23 Listening 



organs 


1 24 Make by hand 


1 26 '1 Remember 



Mama' papa 

1 27 Antibes 

VI* ■ 


summer 

1 ,i; ^ 

' 28 Corporate 



pirates 


30 Menlo Park 


Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


initials 

31 "Mr Music' 
composer 
33 Art stands 
35 With 

eqdvocation 
37 Part of 
Manhattan 
40 Estabtish 
conclusively 

44 UnspecifM 
individual 

45 Vatican chapel 
47 'The Bette' 

poet 

46 Answer to 
'Shall we?' 

50 In the middle of 

51 Tols^and 
Gorcey 

52@v8soff 

54 Country hotel 

55 PBS political 
satirist WUi 

56 Individual 
performer 

58 Spring (from) 

60 Dig up 

61 Cairner 
68 Badgeta 
63 llappers 

DOWN 

1 Ooefles 

2 Jag the 
ec^of 

3 Not yet 
brottfoast 

4 Parts 
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Washington, D.C. 

5 Goddess of 
discord 

6 Operated 

7 Spanish wines 
6 Discord 

9 Have debts 

10 Register as 
candidate 

11 Court action 

12 Heighten 

13 More than two 

14 Locks and 

shocks 

21 Birdie game 

24 HhbyJay&the 
Americans 

25 Cornering prey 
up an oak 

28 Wanders 
randomly 

29 French room 
32 Fam. nfiember 
34 'TootslB' 

director 

Pollack. 

cesualiy 

36 Narcissism 

37 Hides away 

38 Flower or see 
polyp 
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Andy Capp 


yixhfiec!!'. 




(Ml MinM VAlOCCtt M 


I FREDA 
INTHSMAm^. 
HER HUSBAND 
BOU9n-HS?A 
DIEHWASHER- 


you SICK, 





WHA-riS REALLY 
^NSPED AROUND 
6^ HBSEARE 
SOME LABOR- 
A1AKIN6 
DEVICES 




J 

s 

T 

E 

C 

H 

A 

T 

A 

u 

T 

0 

T 

E 

A 

£ 



(C|1«9|Tifc«M»S 


39 Makes mosaic 
repairs 

41 Manage 

42 Wodehouse’s 
Bertie 

43 Homemakers 
of a sort 

46 Singers Bessie 
and Kate 


49 Summer 
ermine 

51 Part of LEM 

53 Become a 
father 

55 Art of the 
absurd 

57 Orch. section 

59 Felfows 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


NO HARM CAN l/TAt® rCMtTTT/j 
leOMETO^foU VWJ KNOW 

0NCEveuW(O 

LOCKffi IN/ ir^ >i*RWlF6 



Murxvou \i cakTx m’love. 

r/a<E THAT /iM LOCKSD in.' 
MINUTE? 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Gtasbergen 


Cellular Rhone 

Repair Sendee 


€tASSQ|K6Eisl 



“If the sensor detects a boring 
conversation, ii automatica/ly 
shuts off to conserve battery life.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanrf Acnald and Mflw Argirion 


Unsciambie these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to iorm 
four oidinaty words. 


NIDEK 


n 

n 

n 

n 

□ 

□ 

01M91 

IMem Mcda S«vle«a. Inc 


□ 

DILEY 



3^ 

3^ 


1 VOII 

MEC 


■ 

ii 

■ 


I’ ^ 
3^ 



TEWGIN 




■ 


1 ^TUC>yiN& ouT^ipe 
ON A $UNNV CW 
WILL eer you th($. 


Now arrange the clroed tenets to 
form Oie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


w VN. ylV. >V ^ ^ Ak. j 


Yesterday^ 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: LOOSE SEIZE WHITEN OCELOT 
Answer- Where ihe neighborhood gossips 

hung out — AT THE CLOTHES LINES 


U 















































































6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 7, 1998 


Jordan Times I Washington Watch 


Dr. James Zogby 


bJqnsiBil Anb poUDcd ddy pdfidcd n EogEdi by lk Jonhi hot FobdUoi Enbiskd 1975 

«i n ~» 


Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Abdel Salam Tarawndi 


Vice Chairman & Director General 

Mohammad Amad 


Executive Editor 
Abdallah Hasanat 


Responsible Editor 
Elia Nasrallah 


Editoriai and Advertising offices 
Jordan Press Foandathm, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman 


Telephones: 5684311, 5699634, 5667171, 5603585 
Facsimiie: Editorial: 5696183, Advertising: 5693337 


E-mai): jotimes@goxom.jo 

Web Site: httpV/wwwxccess2aralMaxom^ordantimes/ 


The Jordan TmusapiiliBAeidi^ax^FnA^S^seri^pnaniaiim^^ 


Crucial round 


ONLY GENUINE progress duriag the cur- 
rent visit of U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to the region would 
avert the much-feared unilateral declara- 
tion of a Pales tinian state in.May. 

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, his 
ministers and people at large will not settle 
for less than a state on their national soil 
with Jerusalem as its capital. That much is 
their declared intention and raison d'§tre. 
But the Palestinians, who foogfat towards 
that end for much of this century certainly 
can wait for months or a year. What is most 
important is what state they will get, not 
when. 

That is why Albright’s visit must produce 
results. The so-called American initiative is 
now eight months old. It has been accepted 
by the Palestinians, and the Israelis have so 
far managed to modify it a few times all 
under the pretext of Israeli security. Israeli 
security has not been as good as it has in the 
past two years. No thanks to the Israeli 
security forces that have failed over the 
decides of o^upation to queU the 
Palestinians’ legitimate quest for freedom. 
But mainly because of the Palestinians' gen- 
uine desire to part with Israelis, to have 
their own state and live in peace after a cen- 
tury of strife. 

If Albright manages to convince her Israeli 
interlocutors to go-ahead with implement- 
ing the American initiative for the second 
redeployment of the Oslo accords, the 
process can be put back on track towards a 
third redeployment and the final status 
talks . 

Of course we will only head in that direc- 
tion if the government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu stopped stalling and met its end 
of the bargain by withdrawing from 13 per 
cent of the West Bank, according 
Palestinians free passage between Gaza and 
the West Bank and allowing them to operate 
their Gaza airport 

This much Albrigbt must secure before 
leaving the region this time. Otherwise we 
will continue the countdown towards May 
4, 1999, which, measured by the slow pace 
of the peace process, is only a wink away. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek said the budget's actual perfor- 
mance during the first half of this year is not go^. The 
preliminary results reveal that local revenue has 
dropped to 3.8 per cent from last year and external 
grants seven per cent, said the writer. Simultaneously, 
cunent spending increased 9.5 per cent from last year 
and capital spending dropped to 1 . 1 per cent, thus total 
spending, which is 7.7 per cent, exceeds both the eco- 
nomic growth and inflation percentages. According to 
Fanek. the budget shortage increased to JD194 million 
in the first half of 1998 from JD94.2 tnilHon in the first 
half of 1997, and if this continues in the second half of 
1998. the shortage will be seven per cent for 1998. It is 
a problem that needs to be solved here in the country by 
the government and not in Washington, where the 
Jordanian economic team has gone to attend the World 
Bank's general assemblies, the writer said. 


Al Ra’Ps Hussein Abu Ruman said the determination 
to solve big national problems such as unemployment, 
must not di minish under any circumstances. Combating 
unemployment needs a suitable national climate to 
specify priorities through accuracy and transparency, he 
added. Before making any final (Visions about setting 
up military service as a solution for the unemployment 
problem, the issue needs careful study and clear vision, 
because it includes new ideas, the writer said. One of 
the important priorities that have to be set in order to 
solve the problem of unemployment is to oiganise the 
labour market said the writer, and added that the gov- 
enunent has to make Sure that the authorities involved 
in the issue are implementing the law in a manner that 
does not barm employees regardless of their nationali- 
ties. Abu Ruman said. 


Our advice to Madeleine Albright 


IN RECENT discussions with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and other White House and State 
Department ofhcials, An^ Americans have presented a con- 
sensus view on the current state of U.S.-Middle East policy. 

Prompting our concerns have been a number of recent 
developments which have exposed the growmg alienation of 
the United States in the Arab World arid the increasing sus- 
picion and hostility shown toward U.S. policy and actions in 
the region. 

ITiere is a profound gap that exists between U.S. under- 
standing of and policy toward the region and the reality and 
needs of die Art^ people. 

Arabs strongly criticise U.S. policy as lacking even-hand- 
edness and displaying a clear double standard — one stan- 
dard for Israel and another for Ar^ and Muslim countries. 
The United States is further criticised for failing to display a 
consistent commitment to human rights and the rule of law 
and for failing to live up to its role as guarantor of the agree- 
ments it helped Palestinians and Israelis conclude in 
Washington, Paris, Cairo. Taba and Hebron. 

This failure ofibe administration to confront Israeli intraD- 
sigence and obstructionism has been most damaging to the 
U.S. standing in the Middle East especially during the past 
year as Arabs have watched the Netan^u government 
ignore one U.S. deadline after another during the past year 
only to leam that thens were no deadlines afi^ all. 

TTie Israeli prime minister has sucked the life and hope out 
of the peace process offering the Palestinians only a com- 
promise of a compromise of a compromise of a conqxo- 
mise. With the United States failing to provide any signifi- 
cant leadership. Palestinians have been left powerless and at 
risk without any leverage in an increasingly un&ir and dis- 
torted process. 

If this i^Kllcation of responsibility were not enough, recent 
revelations about U.S. UNSCOM R^resentative Scott 
Ritter’s involvement with Israel conceming Iraqi weapons 
inspections and the many serious questions that have been 
raised over the U.S. bombing of a pharmaceutical plant in 
Sudan have only served to filler alienate Arab public opin- 
ion and isolate the United States ttiplomatically in the 
Middle East 


In an effort to correct this U.S. course, Arab Americans 
have offered a number of recommendations to tbe White 
House. Secretary of State and National Securior Council 
officials. 

With regard to the peace process itself, expressing 
our continued concern with ffie direction the so-call^ **10 + 
3" negotiations, nevertheless we believe that tbe United 
States must insist on full Israeli compliance not only witii 
tiiis proposal, but with the other intgrim provisimis of tiie 
Hebron Accord. The Palestinian airport, seaport and indus- 
trial zone must be opened The right of safe passage between 
Gaza and tbe West Bank must be inqilemented Thq, Paris 
economic accords must be in^lemnited and tbe United 
States must take action to press Israel to rad its polity of 
placing impediments in the way of independent Pdestioian 
economic development Israel must be pr^sured to move 
forward on a th^ redeployment And the United States 
should publicly insist that Israel immediately cease and 
desist all unilateral actions specifically: 

* Settlement expansion, road construction, land confiscation 
and Palestinian home demolitions; 

* Harassment of Palestinians in Jerusalem including confis- 
cation of IDs. home demolitions, and of permits for . 
new home constiuedon; and 

* Unilateral closures of tbe West -Bank and Gaza which 
strangle Palestinian economic activity. 

We also proposed tiiat the administration take action to 
improve the t^ateral U.S.-Palestinian relationship includ- 

* Activation of the announced, but dormant U.S.-Palesdnian 
bilateral commissioa; 

* Certification that tte PLO is not a tenorist orpnisatfen, 
which would ter minate the anti-Palestinian legislation of the 
1980s and early 19^ and secure tbe position of tbe 
^estmian of^ in Washington: and 

* Give formal recognition to tiie Palestinian pet^le’s ri^ to 
self-determination. 

Today, Palestinians are poorer, less secure, less free to 
move al^t in their own la^ and less hopeful than when the 
Oslo Accords were signed If the Unit^ States is serious 
about wanting to advance peace, then it must to end this 


that die Unit^ States is cotc^ 
about their lives, their security and theff aspiranons. Thew- 
retaiy of state can use her upcoming visit to the region to hs- 
Mestinians, and speak directly to them, to them 
hope and restore their confidence in peace and U.S. recog- 
nition of tteir rights. j, • • *i 

On another front, we also proposed a plan to wrk jointly 

with ihe Department of State to work to protrat tte n^s of 

Arab Americans who travel to Israel and to Palestine. Wfe are 
too frequently harassed by Israeli officials upon enten^ and 
departing and their rights as U.S. citizens (guaranteed by a 

1952 U.S.-Israel treaty). ^ ^ ■ , r 

This systematic pattern of harassment and denim of rights 
is not only in violation of law and treaty obligations, but it 
has severely hampered the ability of Palestiman Amen^ 
who seek to play a constroctive role in assisting m bunding 
the Palestinian economy and civil society. 

On other matters, we proposed that the United Stares 

* Work with UJ^. Secretary General Kofi Annan’s imoative 
to resolve conflict in Iraq; and 

• Support the call of former Ptesident Jimmy Carter to con- 
dua an independent investigation of the bombed site in 
Sudan. 

Finally we propose that tbe administration implement a 
more regular and sustained dialogue with Arab American 
community leadership to provide greater and more diverse 

input into policy deliberations. 

Arab Americans have a role to play m the U.S.-Middle 
East policy debate. As Americans we are deeply ttoubled by 
the extent to which our nation has pursued policies which 
ate so irrimirii} to OUT inteiests and our values and to our 
man y fliiifts in the Middle East 
We want the peace process to succeed and we want tbe 
United States to be a respected paitner in tbe huddle 
But for these goals to be met, we know that our nation’s 
leaders must ^ly our values consistently and fairiy. 

America is at a cross-roads in its relations with die Arab 
World. As Arab Americans we want to help our natiem to 
take the right path — tbe path tiiat leads to a comprehensive 
just and lasting pe^ 





Mahathir malaise 


lb the editor. 


Anti-Israel or anti-Semite? 


/2qy Hanania is a Palestinian American author 
and jourmlist. 


THE SUBJECT of the Holocaust raises einotioas of ui^- 
aileled heights among some Palestinians and Arabs. 

Stifl. many other Palestiiuans who recognise the injustice 
of ^olocau.«t denial" turn away from ^ debate, ptefer- 
nr^ the safer ground of other, lek eofioticnai co ntr over s ies. 

But tbe del^ that is raging on the Internet, backed by 
neo-Nazi apologists and many inisgiiided Palestinian and 
Arab piotagraists. is reflective of a lai;^ problem that 
plagues the just cause of tbe Ptiestiniaa pec^Ie in their 
quest of statehood and independence. 

I don't know if statistics on the number of Jews murdered 
ty the Nazis durmg Wenid War D is exaggerated or noL But 
die fact is that tbe Nazis cwchestrated a campaign called die 
Rnal Solution headed by Adolph Eichmann to murder peo- 
ple who were of the Jewish froth. The Nazis dehgbb^ in 
their anti- Semitism and hatred of the Jewish people, almost 
as much as they advocated sunOar hatreds of otfatf non- 
Aryan peoples, including tiie Arabs and Muslims. 

Concentration camps did exist Ofrendmes, Pakstinians 
po'mt 10 the Jewirii outcy gainst Nazi pobdes Mien they 
equate unjust Israeli policies, against the Pale^nian people, 
policies often based upon race and religion. 

The question most often asked by Arabs is, how can 
someone who is Jewish whose people ha\« sufiered so bru- 
tally under the hands of the Nazis, then turn around and 
embrace policies of discrimination against Palestinians? 
That is a proper question to raise. The policies of some 
Israeli setdets and dgbt-wing conservatives in Israel ate 
founded upon policies of racial discriminatioa against Ard) 
Muslims and Christians. . 

On the other hand, individuals have the right to question 
the HolocaiisL Some academic work is bring dtme in 
reviewing the Holocaust airi aiialysifig statistics, events and 
data. Th^ reseatcheis are being attacked as being anti- 
Semhk, and in 5on» cases, those aitadts ate uofaiE 

But Holocaust revisionisni is not necessarily a real con- 
cern to Palestinians, nor should it be. It should, instead, be 
the focus of a larger debate. 

In single iai^uage. some Palestinians have a (fifBcult 
time undeistanding their own frxiarations and sufiering, 
just as manv' Jews have a {xoblem distinguidiing between 
criticism of Israel and tcue anti-Seatiiism. Many Arabs look 
at Israel nm as a poQtical state founded on a iriUgicn. but the 
very embodiment of Judaism. In thrir minds, tbe^' do not 
distiiffliish between Jews and Zionists, although their 
ihetoric claims to acknowledge a distinctira. 


These nusguided Arab critics «^a taiget tbe religion of 
the dsposse^ors r^ber than on die politics of disposses- 
sicn. So, they attack people of the ''Jewish 1^’* ladier than 
filming the driiate in non-sectarian. noiHeligious terms. 

As a Palestinian. 1 was raised on die belief feat we are dii- 
veo by the idealistic goal of creating a Palestinian state 
where Christians. Musiuns and Jews would live side by 
side with equal rights and proiecticiiis. and where no reli- 
gion would be held up hi^iffdian anodier. 

That's what some of us say. And while it is idealism, 
maiy, like myself, have accept the notion of co mp ro mi se 
based on land-for-peace in which a Palestinian is 
established in the West Bank, C^za Strip and Arab east 
Jenisalein. Bx me, feat is an irnpenam goal to stand by and 
defend. 

But some in ny community have forgot^ that pledge, 
which is a part of the moral foundation of the ri^iteousies 
bfthel^lestiniancause.C)urFhiestiniancauseis notanti- 
Jewish, but instead is founded on aoti-discdiiiination. anti- 
racism. anti-injustioe. Those Mk> try to make diis an anti- 
Jewish cause are wrong. 

The cieatira of die conc^ of a “JeMsh national hone- 
land" has raised two issues, one of which has been forgot- 
ten by the tuiiiulent evrats of the past half-century. T&e 
are two vny distinct issues here wboe the line is being 
bhined ty a recent drixite on fee Intonet: The first issue is 
fee coiKept of a government that identifies a angle reli^on 
declaring it as the "OfBdaT’ orde facto “l^ate religioa;'’ The 
second issue is feat of the creation of a single-ieligjon state 
where membera of ofeer teUgitxis ate discriminaied against 
based on, as die late mayor of NazaiMi once Kdd me, 
icy, praedee and reality." hi principle, fee Arab Worid is 
M pressM to aigue feat k opfXSK dte *’coDc^ 

Mieie one religion is given ^lecial fxominence or status, 
since neariy every Arab country is founded on tte lecogra- 
tiOD of Islam as die '’state reli^on.” Is there a double stan- 
dard, feeiefore. in feus den^g the rigtx of Jews to e$tri> 
lisb a state Miere Judazan 2s recognised os the '^tate reli- 
gion" in much tbe same way as ^am is officially recog- 
nised as the state religion in Arab countries? don’t de^ 

dK ri^ of Jews to s^ to establisb a state where their irii- 
gion is givai special status, because we don't deny dM in 
our own countries. If we do de^ the right of Jews to seek 
to establish a state where Judaic is ^ven special status, 
then are we denjing fee right of Arab countries to declare 
Islam fee official state rel^on? It is a "douHe standard” 
By in means is this issue sdely a problem among Jevra and 
Muslims. In fric 4 the sarr^ pid:^ exists in fee United 
St^. Tins country does not officially recognise 


Christianiy as the “state tdigioD" by digtatft, but h ly 
practice. nirwHan holidays are recognised as "offidaT hol- 
idays Mnte JeMrib and Musfim holidays are not given die 
same status, And, of course, there is fee Vatican, a semi- 
state where the govonment is based oa rarhotidsm. So, 
too. is England, Much recoginses fee Moiteicly as fee 
bead of fee ‘Ifae Roman Catholic Cburrii." It is for 

peojdetocridcisehfrislnnnadoQsbecauselslamisfeeoffi- 
rial religion of state in most Arri) couiuries. Bra, it is also 

unfair to dten turn around and say diat Jews do not have a 

right to estabUsh a Jewish state. Th^ do. Tbe issue should 
centre on dteooiHeUgkws question of. "Should feat coun- 
try be Palestine?’ This issue is only a part of tbe Kggw 
question where many I^lediiiiaos ^ow dxar frustradoos 
ind emodras to become confhsed 
The injiKOoe Israel — from the eyes of a Palestinian 
— is the in^ostion of a Jevrish-based on a ncxi- 
Jewisfa and fern the sifesequeot official st^ pol- 
of fixeefidfy evicting non-Jevi^ Palestimaa Arabs 

firan Palestine. That is a iQjdinate debate on pditics. 

That nyustioe does not contradict tbe nttion that 
cm asirire toward states feat protect thrir single-focus 

rights. Jews may desire a Jewirii state as much as MusHms 

desire an Islamic state. 

And diis tongs us to the bigger issue at hand here. 
Priestmians affidse Israel's poliries of carisn and dis- 
criminatUm. R acism and discrimiiiation are founcted on 

policies of tfistoitionr of niQra% sodfiw ato aovmn^ 

that are based 00 double standards. 

We sitould iKZ criticise laaei, because its people are 

Jewirii, en«n if soine of those JeMsh pec^ wish to iiierge 
religion ato pditics or engage to practices feat we fori 

wrong. 

In ofeer words, it is sinqjte, isn’t it? You disagree ^ 
person's actions, not d» person’s triigious, izdal or rihnic 

background. 

ftoinianshawcarigbttocriticiselsraeL^haveariritt 
to quesd(» d» HbiocaasL What WB shouU not do^ 

U tw demand ni^ er a iv tunl €er rv Nts>i..a» ._j.i > 


CfVQl THE years Malaysia 
under Dc mao£^ to 

instil a sense (f saiisfoction and 
ptide in die Third Wbdd feat 
some countries in their r^kn 
were trying hard to bridge the 
luge tedmriogical vfekh 
has develqied, between us and 
die Western naticMis over die last j 
Iriv cmid^ ^^ledally Ik^ 
aB this was acfaie^'wjdp 
out grving up ooe’s cuhuie and 
vah^ unlike stxne other eastern 
success stories like TaiwaiL i 

Tbe lecemecoDondc crisis (fid ' 
Irtde to hurt this ioosge. Indeed, 
ty and large, Malaysia was sem ' 
as a hapl^ victim of a Weston i 
ooDspii^. still hoped dot 
Mri^sia under hs vrise and 
cod-beaded leadersb^ would 
ride ou dte fabricated stoon. 

Now Dc Mahathir’s crude 
campaign to politically assassi- 
natp bis aUy-tumed-rh^ Anwar 
Ihrahim hs ioeparably dam- 
aged this imags and d ianaBd 
our hopes. His rash and undemo- 
cratic tactics have egqxised fee 
charade betmid his addvated 
civilised and rntellectual image. 

hi dns age, political oppOD^ 
are (xitwined m pofidcalfonois, 
outsmarted on padjameiit flocis. 
Only Dc Matohk can believe 
die cooked-i^ ‘"moraT chat^ 
a g^'ngt Anwar Ibrahim and his 
ffiend Dc Munawwar Aaees 
who until recently was the editor 
of Periodica Isl^ca, a voy 
raqiectal^foldiograidDcaljoar- 
nri which was wi(i^ subsezibed 
to by fibraries and iusdutiODS 
around fee worid. The recent 
closure of tbis suocessfal journal 
is bafflmg. hs riisenoe will be 
frit around tte wodd. The clo- 
sure of such a unique journal 
may also be part of fee {dans to 
comer Anwar and his associates. 

Tbe ’InoraT charges wete 
caneftiOy desgoed berause such 
claims are sufficient to finife off 
ary om m our oriental societies 
It is a sign of Anwar Ibrabim's 
gteatness.nmocenceandieadQ’' 
Ship qualities tto le refosed to 
sucxumb to such character assas- 
sdnadon. Dc Mabtebic if yen 
have proof try feem in open 
courts attended fcy lawyers from 
around die workLYou have done 
das. because Iflte other Ihod 
^tod.cfictators you have do 
case. Indeed for doing so you 
would be. subjected to pi^ 
Hogging under Islannc laws. 
such sland^ you need four eye- 
wibttssesioiderlriamiclaw. ; 

Dc Nfobatbii; you ae cai^ 
immense iijuiy to yoar people 




same Standard to ofeerx ^ 

Our riwraDy and justice is founded on dte prind^ 
we wffi neither embrace nor aroyfeesedoifeb aan^ 
ofjustioe and morality. 

Those Westinians who see issues othervdse ~ ly denv- 

ing tbe Holocaust and arryking laariis as *7ews" ladn* 

fean attaddng bradi policies ~ are doing a great disse^^ 
vice ntx just to feemsrives, bm to fecff own people^ 


hefoie yon inflict more ham to 
ds coun&y you claim to love 
and serve. 


Dr. Tflftvm L Idftin Khan, 
Editor; Mos&n& Arab 
Pei^xctrvcs, 
D-84, Abul Fazal Endave-L 
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Jordan limes, Wednesday, October 7, 1998 


Strike oFTSudan: A case of doubtful intelligence 









* By Tim Weiner 
and James Risen 

shortly after im'esdgaiors linked Osama 
Ben Laden, the Saudi exile, to the bombings of 
tttoU.S. embassies in Easi.Africa, six of President 
Bill Clinion's most senior advisers convened in ihe 
While House siiuarion room to plot a counterai- 
with enjise missiles. 

Fbw national security issues in Mr. Clinton’s 
pfcsidency were handled with greater secrecy or 
ty a smaller group of people. The adminisinuion 
determine to avoid ie^ and that meant lim- 
long deliberations to the “small group.” 

The security precautions worked. The strikes 
jcoinst Mr. Ben Laden's camps in Afghanistan 
a pharmaceutical factory in Sudan on Aug. 20 
lOL’k the worid by surprise. 

But within days of the attack, some of the 
yiminastralion’s explanations for dewc^g the 
fjciocy in Sudan piwed inaccurate. 

Nfany people inside and outside the U.S. gov- 
ernment begw to ask whether questionable inielli- 
2 cnce had prompted the United States to blow up 
ihe ^^Tong building. 

Senior officials now say their case for attacldng 
the factory relied on inference as well as evident 
dtai it poduced chemical weapons fex* Mr. Ben 
Laim. 

Official.^ disclosed that the decision to attack 
came after several yeais of biner disagreement 
\riihin tiie adimnistraiion about how to handle 
Sudan after the United States placed it on its shext 
list of countries that sponsor terrorism. 

In Jonuaiy 1996, the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) formally withdrew more than 100 


of its reporu on Sudan after concluding that dieir 
was a fabricator. The repons, many of 
which dealt with ttirorisi threats against Ameri- 
cans in Sudan, were withdrawn within weeks of 
decisions to pull U.S. diplomats and spies out of 
Sudan because of the dangerous potiticul condi- 
tions there. 

The absents of U.S. personnel has made assem- 
bling a clear picture of Sudan all the more difficult 
In their absence, the Uniited States has had to rely 
increasingly on exiles, oj^ition groups and gov- 
onment^ of nearby countries for its iafonnation. 

.Ammg the evidence that persuaded the "small 
group" aixi Mr. Clinton to attack A1 Shifa pharma- 
ceutical plant in Sudan’s capital, Khartoum, 
included a report from a "seasitive source” who 
said Mr. Ben Laden bad asked Sudanese officials 
to help him obtain chemical weapons that could be 
used ugtuiLst U.S. 'mstallutiore;. 

“Ben Laden directly involved himself with the 
Sudanese government, trying to get it to test poi- 
sonous gases in case ihi^ could be tried against 
U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia,” a senicx intelligeooe 
official said. 

Bui U.S. officials do not know for cenoin that 
this plan was carried out, or that the pharmaceuti- 
cal plant had been directiy involved. 

The CIA had been looking at A1 Shifa for 18 
months. The agency had obrained a soil sample 
from ouiskk tl% pl^t, revisiling the presence of 
EMPTA, a chemical u^ to ma^ VX nerve gas. 

There were more cii\:um.siantial pieces of evi- 
dence Imking Mr. Ben Laden to thta factory, the 
agency is said to have believed. 

George Tenet, direettx' of Central IntelligerKte, 
told the five otho' members of the group tl^ Mr. 
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Ben Laden had asked Sudanese Iciideni about 
three years ago to help him make poison gas u iih 
which to tutack U.S. otx^ in Sttudi Arabia. 

“Vl/b believed he was d^p in a hunt for w eapon.s 
of mas.s destruction, including chemical wuapivns,” 
said a senior admirustration offidal wito was ai 
that meeting. “Was it safe to igouic that cv idenceV 
After very careful delQacration. it wt& decided, on 
balance, that it would be inespon^bte of us not ti« 
attack the {rianc” 

The national security adviser. Samuel Berger, 
and Secretary of State Madeleine Altxigftt were 
convinced that Sudan could be nuking weapons 
tor Mr. Ben Laden. 

Mis. Albright called Stuian "a viper’s nest ol rer- 
rori^” in 1996, not long after uiMjnftnned intel- 
ligence reports said the terrori<as in Sudan were 
pli^ng to lull Mr. Beiger’s preikcevsiH-, Anthony 
Lake. Mr. Beiger said in an tmervievv that the evi- 
dence at the meeting was "extremely cemvir^ine.*' 

Two days later, on Aug. 12. the “•miall eruup” 
met with Mr. Ginton in the Oval Office, (^‘neral 
Hugh Shelton, chairman of the Jt^t Chiefs of 
Staff, gave him a list of taigCLs in Sudan. The be^4 
one, uJ] agreed, was .Al Shila. The president 
approved an attack on the plum two days later. 

But now some State De|xirtnteni and CL\ oiU- 
ciah argue that the government cannot justify its 
octiores. 

"As an American citixen, I am not oinvinccd of 
the evidence,” said an odmintsinutun t^'ial w ho 
says the United States may have matk^ a mistake. 

Hours after they launch^ cruise misMles at the 
faciury on Aug. 20. senior national security advis- 
ers described Al Shifa as a seoet chemkal 
weapons factory financed by Mr. Ben L^den. But 
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a iiionti) after the attack, those some officials con- 
cede ihev lud no evideiKe directly linking Mr. Ben 
Laden to lire factory' at the time the president 
ordered the strike. 

Nor ore they cenoin whether their soil sample 
proves that EMPTA the suspected precursor 
chemical for VX, wa.s made at .Al Shifa or was just 
stored or shipped through there. 

Senior adminisoxtuon officials concede that they 
made inokcuratc statements about the plant on 
.Au”. 20 and did a poor job of publicly staniig their 
case auuiast the factory. 

“Wt were not accurate.” a seniw official said, 
“Thai was a mistake." 

But ctfficbis argue that their actions have been 
eriiicist.'d because' some of their most sensitive evi- 
dence lus been kepi secret. So they are now mak- 
ing some ot' that evideiKe public. 

“i don't have u piece of paper that says, in a 
wirine diugriin," that Al Shifa is connected to 
Sudanese militoiy-industrial complex, a senior 
intelJigence officii said. But “evidence plus infer- 
encc”~ereaies a strong cose that the plant Is con- 
necied. through the complex, to .Mr. Ben Laden, he 
said. 

.Another senior otliciu! said: “Al Shifa was to one 
degree or another involved in chemical weapons 
proJuciittn. I can't tell you whether the VX pre- 
cursetr w as pvodueed or stored there. But the plant 
is tied to Sudjji's iniliujy-indusiria] complex, 
which is tied fo Ben Laden.” 

Other iidminisiration officials still doubt their 
own gewemment's explanations. One said: “The 
decision to target .Al Shifa continues a tradition of 
operating i>n inadequate intelligence aboui 
Sudan.” 


For year>i, a battle has been raging inside the 
government over policy toward Sud^ On one 
side ore officials v^o w'ant to punish and isolate 
Sudan. Others would change Su^’s conduct by 
cajoling and engaging its leaders. The isolators 
have won. 

In 1991. Sudan began to allow any Muslim iiuo 
their country, without a visa. In thc^ years, hun- 
dreds of suspected terrorists from around the 
world, including Mr. Ben Laden, used Sudan as a 
safe haven. In 1993. the State Depaitment placed 
Sudan on its list of states sponsoring tenorism. 

The ua>lat(MS hod evidence to suf^n the case 
for closing the embassy and sanctioning Sudan. In 
Mareh IWS, two of Mr. Ben Laden's operatives 
.shadowed on embassy official in Khanoum. 

In June. Egyptian radicals based in Sudan tried 
to assassinate Egypt's president, Hosni Mubarak. 
The United States believes the man who was then 
chief of Sudan's security service was involved. 
Sudan never moved to arrest the su^xets. 

Othera in the government say there was reason 
for hope. In August 19^, Sudw had aimed over 
the elusive imemational terrorist who called him- 
self Carlos; the State Deportment called that "a 
sicnificunl develo(»nenL'' 

^Alien the United States protested to Sudan 
ahoui .surveillance of U.S. Embassy personnel 
Sudanese officials claimed that they hki found out 
that this was done by Mr. Ben L^n’s men and 
e.\pe)led them. 

In May 1996. at the request of the United States 
and Saudi .Arabia, Sudan expelled Mr. Ben Laden, 
who moved to AfghanistarL 

— 77ie Imemational Herald Tribune 



ALL ACROSS tile Levant and 
^ypt, locals are heaving a 
sigh of relief. In the mountain 
lesoct of Broumanna. above 
Beirut, the midnight traffic 
jams hove disq^ieaied. In 
Bloudan, near Damascus, the 
population is diininishing to 
5,()00 from its summer hi^ of * 
80.000. Mra in d?«JhifL<Kha<;, 
the traihtional Arab robe, no 
longer dbpke the lobbies of 
fab^*^'h(^^ DOT do'*' 
cats with Saudi number plaies 
swamp tile roads of AinmarL 
Afier months of solid book- 
ings, ^lac^ are beriming to 
open <m flights K) B^irain and 
Oubai. The annual Gulf Arab 
Eoutist invasion is ending. 

In the blistering heat of sum- 
mer, all those who can afford 
to (wtneb is most full citizens) 
iea^ the Gulf .states on pro- 
tracted holidays. Traditionally, 
European destmatitxis such as 
London and Geneva have 
attracted the big ^ndeis. But 
as oil prices Img^nsh and the 
Gulf ecttioraies f^l the pinch, 
more and more heat-escapees 
have settled for die^ier trips 
to ndgbbouring Arab coun- 
tties. Since the cost of living is 
low ^ maity visitors come 
by car, they save a lot of 
money. Moreover, they can 
enjoy the sea breezes of 
Alexandria or the cool moun- 


tain air of Levant without hav- 
ing to forsake th^ native 
tongue and familiar food. 

In the first seven months of 
1998, tourism from the Khali), 
as Ai^ call the Gulf, rose an 
astCMiishbig 36 per cent in Jor- 
dan. In 1 ^innn ^ tOUrist 
aiiivals, laigely from the Gulf, 
were up 15 per cent over tiie 
same period. Anecdotal evi- 
dence suggests tiiat Syria and 
E^ypt have also b^ bad~" 
bumper years for tounsm.J.^.^. 

Tbe bonanza could dot have ** 
come at a better time for these 
couotri^ All have been reel- 
ing from a plunge in Western 
touosTi cau^ ^ the icon's 
tempestuous politics. Visitors 
to ^[ypi fell tty 52 per cent last 
Deceniber af^ tiie slau^sier 
of 58 tourists near Luxor at the 
beginning of the winter sea- 
soa But early figures suggest 
the Khalijian were not put off, 
mal^g for a re^pecuti>Ie 
showing in the summer. bi 
Jtxxlaii, the Khaliji boom has 
more or less con^nsated for 
ibe 43 per cent ^ in Euro- 
pean tmirign duiZDg the 000 - 
frootation witii Iraq last Febru- 
ary. As for Syria, whereas 
Wsstem tourism rose by a lean 
19 per cent between 1990 and. 

1 997, Arab tourism shot up by 
82 per cent. Every bomb blaa 
or rattling of an American 


sabe sends Western tourists 
ninning, but the Khalijiin keep 
oncoming. 

Arab tourists will never 
replace iheir Western counter- 
parts. They come for cooler 
climates looser mores, not 
(he history or the beaches. So 
hoteliers in Petra and the Red 
Sea resorts are still smarting, 
while the casinos and brothels 
of fidnit and Cairo are doing 
'find*Sihce touiism Gtxiiribbtes 
.^quite a chunk to the 
'economies of an thesd coun- ^ 
tries, such a reliable source of 
visitors is a ^)dbend, wherever 
they spend their money. 

Yet gowniments in the 
region seem lo take Gulf 
tourists for granted, concen- 
uating instead on attracting 
fickle Westerners. Jordan's 
Nfiniaiy of Tourism, for 
example, spends just 10-15 
per cent of is budget in die 
Gulf, although visuxs from 
the Gulf account for 67 per 
cent of tourism revenue. 
Syria's muiism miiuster rab- 
bits on about attracting the 
hi^tesi class of European hol- 
iday-makers, but bairiy has a 
wc^ to spare for Ari) visi- 
tors. 

Similariy, both Egypt and 
Jordan are currently ddnting 
bow to cash in on die expect^ 
boexn oS Christian pngrims in 







TTie ‘Gulfles’ come for cooler climates and looser 'mores', so beach resorts like Aqaba and historic sites still loose out (nie photo) 


2000. The Joidaiuans ha\‘e 
dug up an ancient town which 
they believe to be Bethany, the 
biblicd home of John the Bop- 
tisL The minister, leaflets in 
band, can hardly contain his 
exdtement at the tourist poten- 
tial. But he does not discu.s> 
bow these would-be pjlgrim> 
might react if serious fi^ine 
broke out in the West Bonk 
when die May 1999 deadlinv- 
for the Oslo peace proc^ hu> 
passed. For Gulf tourists, i<l 
course, 2000 will be not be tix* 
miUenniom, but the moix- 
mundane 1421 — and on> 
fighting in (he West Brmk sim- 
{dy par for the course. 



— The Ect»ton\ist 
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LasK fraudsters poang as senior ffnvrrh 
mem ogkkds have become over-night mil- 
iianares by mddngp&jfAe around tite ■world 
boo pnMding them wUh a foreiffi account 
number and as Sam ObUciya reports, they 
an beating dte law widi bribery, w&dth and 
deathOiruits 

DESPOE INTENSIVE efforts by the U.S., 
Nigeria, Bniain and otiier European coun- 
tries, Nigaian inienialional criminals 
involved in advance fee fraud are fxoving 
hard to stop. 

The fiaadsteis are tnaialy based in Lagos, 
Mgeria^ commercial capiQl where Wtdl 
otganised inienialional tyndkaies ore also 
invdved in drug traffiddng, kidnsQifnog, ritu- 
al IdOiag and amwl robbery. 

They send scam letters to traUions of peo- 
ple around the world. Lately they have ^ 
been using die maiL They parti cu- 

laity (aiget people in ihe U3. and Europe. 

get the narras and addresses of their 
victzins fioin t^ephote arid business direao- 

ries. Th^ mti yiiirp tiiemselves as s^ikx' 
N'lgerian govenunent officials seeking a for- 
eign accotmtin to whii^tetraiBfehu^ sums 

oTpuUicinon^. 

Hi^daira ^ moo^ is ibe proceeds of 
failed or ovoqiivoiced conti^. Th^ off? 
to share this ffiity money with thrir victim if 
he provides a foreign aocoum imo which die 
niooey can be tran&tred. 

One ksoer addressed R) the Intema&onal 
0i)^c Coomitiee, IOC, headquarters in 
Switzedand requested Juan Antonio Sama~ 

I niD^hspies iflflre, rnpp^ 

' lyfach SIO miHirw wmiM he pansfeced 

The ftardster said he was a senior (figerian 

I ^xxis (^SdaL The money was described as 


part of vvhat the Nigerian govemmem rrised 
f(v the Atlanta Olynq^ Games. It was up for 
grabs because it was not officially recorded. 

Samarandt was promised 25 per cent of tie 
money if be provided a foreign account into 
wh ich it could be riphoned. Samaranch told 
tiie Nigerian authorities ^xiut (he letter: 
Thousands of ieci[rienl5 of these letters 
arouivi the worid have piov^ gullible. They 
have been trideed into parting witii tens of 
thousands of U.S. dollars they claim is 
lequiied as fees to fodlitate transfer of the 
dirty money abroad. 

In most cases the rictim is adted to bring 

(he fee m hfigeria where he is sometimes Iteld 

to ransom — in local parlance “419." Tlus is 
a reference to Section 419 of (be Nigerian 
criminal cotte wirich makes advance fee fiaud 
a criminal oflfeoce. Mary Nigerians who have 
known poverty all tiidr lives have become 
Qiillkmaiies ovenugbt Ity tiiese ftau^ 

*n]ey have moved fiona the slums of Lagos 

to take mansioiis in places Eke Suiulere. 
Bceja. Lagos island and Fesiac town. Th^ 
do\« posh cars and anogantly displtty a 
mobile phone. The first thtee digits of their 

mobite i^xxie has earned them the nkknaine 

“ncHight nine ooughL'' 

Tliey are r^jilariy to be seen at fund-rais- 
ing ceremexiies dt^ng out huge sums of 
to the admiral of inany. For the 
fraudsteis, crime cetoiitiy pays. 

T flsf year. 2Jmifliba scam letters de^^ 
for various parts of die world were intercept- 
ed in tagns vridiin duee monffis. The frai^ 
stets often have coDaboratocs in the hTigerian 
ptosial Services arri iniffiom of letters ^ 
tiirough tite ute of falte fiantdog madte 
jjgmlg(ad(xi officials {xocure fike Msas for 
fcreigoeis iiMted to Nigeria Ity the fitujdsa& 


Biicun. U.S. and Germany top countrios 
whose nationab fallen to the fraudsters. U.S. 
secret service agent James Cakhvell, an 
American says U.S. citizens lost SIOO rral- 
lioos last yeac 

few sc^ any chance of recovering their 
money. The fraudsters know how to beat (he 
law. When arrested and charged in court, ihq' 
are rarely convicted or made to refund arty 
TDCXIty. 

All ti^ need (o till justice in their favour 

are dieirvvealih and death diieats to scare (heir 
victims from coming to Nigeria to lestif} 
agaiostihcDLSonieNigeriaiisbefrevetiievk;- 
tims deserve wha they get. 

They fed tiiat Ity aoepting tiie inflation to 
defraud Nigeria the victims were themselM> 
aocoropUoes fflctiine and just as ginlty as thc> 
are. 

Nigeria is under setnae imemational |xx>- 
sure, eqiecially from Britrin and the U.^ i" 
stop Ihe fraud^. Britain bdteves die Niger 
ian audiorities are nm doii^ oeariy enough. 

Not many Nigerians syn^xuhise with 
Britaia Newspaper columnist Tlmde OhuJi- 
iQ of tie Lagos-based Vanguard new^p^^xT 
srid Britain was cooceroed because it per 
oeived its dtizeos to be losing a lot of moiiC} 
He acUed: *Tf the fiuuds invi^ved octud trun V 
fer of money frevn Africa to Britain tix- 
authorities would not have been so-<xm 
cemed." 

Nigerians, he argues, still recall that in the 
early 1980s B ritain was not helpful when dk' 
Ni^rian government sought its assistance u • 
recover millions cf dollar iU^tlly ttansfenvil 
to Britain. 

-^Gemini Nen'y 


Caller I.D. jdtsCinhi 

(first month only) 

Call Waiting jffiWiffllE 

(first month only) 

Detailed Billing - alliilililiK - 

(first month only) 


Half Price 

Ssia 


That's a Savings of JD 131 ! 

Ooni miss out on Fastlink's 50% Blow Out Sale, from October 6th - 31 st, 
and get 50% off a Motorola d160 mobile phone, connection fee, first 
month's: subscription, caller I.D. and call w^ng. This offer is also valid 
on selected phones and accessories, ontyfromFastiink. 

Visit the Fastlink Booth at the MEXCOM Exhibit at the Amman 
International &hibit, Marj a! Hammam, from October 6th-9th 
where this offer is also available. 

For more information call us at 

Amman - 586 3750. Tayebat Village • 477 0770. Aqaba - 03 202 2557, 

Irfaid • 02 251 691 . or dial 1 11 on your mobile. 

PieasB Note: A JD 100 deposit may apply. Prices subfeci lo (0% govemmem sales tax. Offer 
not applicable to Sadiq and Corporate subscnptions. Jordanian nationals must present 
proof of their national identity number. Non- residents must present proof Ot their residency. 
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Hebels fight for 
strategic Congo town 


1C\LINIA, Congo (R) — 
j<ebels in the Democratic 
Repubiic of the Congo said 
Tuesday they had kiSed 18 
government soldiers in a battle 
for the strategic town of Kindu 
in the east of the countiy. 

‘There were 18 (govern- 
ment troops) killed this morn- 
ing,'' battalion commander 
Arthur Muiunda said in 
Kaiimo, a small village set in 
thick jungle 80 km east of 
lundu. He said one rebel had 
been shot in the stomach. 

"Our soldiers are in the city 
of Kindu and the fighting is 
continuing.'' Muiunda said, 
adding tliat rebel troops had 
crossed the Lualaba river and. 
entered the towm before dawn.- 

Muiunda said the rebels' 
began shelling the town early 
Tuesday morning, but did not 
>et control it. He said 44 
iroops loyal to the goveminent 
had been ct^^cured. The details 
could not be independently 
v'erified 

Rebels fighting to topple 
President Laurent Kabila hold 
large swathes of eastern 
Congo. They see Kindu as a 
nwjor prize because they say 
goveminent planes taking off 
from its airport are within 
bombing radius of rebel 
strongholds fiinher east 

Muiunda said residents of 
Kindu. about 440 km south- 
west of the eastern rebel 
stronghold of Coma, had 
begun fleeing the town, some 


on the road toward the dia- 
mond-rich province of 
Eastern Kasai. 

Other rebel leaders, speak- 
ing Irom Coma, claimed for- 
eign troops fighting in support 
of Kabila had also b^un 
retreating. 

Bizima Karaha, the 
Congolese foreign minister- 
tumed-rebel, said in a tele- 
phone interview with Reuters 
in Joharmesburg that 
Sudanese and Zimbabwean 
government forces had with- 
drawn by air and road to 
Kasai. 

Rebel commander Richard 
Mondo told Reuters diat more 
than 2.000 rebel troops were 
engaged in the figb^g. He 
s^d goveminent troops had 
retreated from Kindu aiipcxt, 
four km east of the town, but 
the rebels had not captured it 

‘7^0 one is in control of die 
airport They (government 
troops) have just withdrawn." 
Mondo said. 

The rebels — backed by 
troops and equ^ment fixim 
nei^bouring Rwanda and 
Uganda — launched a revolt 
to oust Kabila from power on 
Aug. 2. 

But their bid to take the cap- 
ital Kinshasa in late August 
came to an end after Angola, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe inter- 
vened with troops and military 
aid to help bolster Kabila's 
embattled government army. 



A RATP worker walks past parked buses in Paris as bus services groud to an almost 
total bait as drivers went on strike to protest against a knife atta^ against a driver 
the previous day (AfP photo) 


Paris buses halted by 
strike against violence 


PARIS (Rj — Most buses in the 
fieod] cqiital were at a stand- 
still Tues^y during a protest 
strike after a youth stabbed a dri- 
ver for not letting him out 
between sic^ 

About 200XXX) commuters 
were also prevented from travel- 
ling into Paris from southeast 
suburbs when employees of a 
commuter train went on 

strike after a colleague was 
attacked by youfiis Monday 
evening. 

Audiorifies nanspon^ 


Russia says kidnappers 
challenge Chechen leader 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
foreign ministry said 
Tuesday it believed the kid- 
napping of four foreign 
workers in Chechenya was 
intended to challenge the 
authority of the breakaway 
region's president. 

The three Britons and a 
New Zealander, sent to. 
Chechenya by a British 
company to install telecom- 
munications equipment, 
were seized by gunmen last 
week at a time when 
Chechen President Aslan 
Maskbadov faces an inter- 
nal power struggle. 

9j5*‘We express profound 


concern over the recent 
abduction of four foreign- 
ers in Chechenya." foreign 
ministry spokesman 

Vladimir Rakhmanin said, 
reading a statement at a 
news briefing. 

"The kidnapping of the 
‘oreigners... can be regard- 
ed only as a challenge to 
the present Chechen ieader- 
.shlp and to the world com- 


munity by forces which 
have set their aim as oppos- 
ing the efforts of Aslan 
Maskhadov's government 
to stabilise the situation in 
this region of the Russian 
Federation.'' 

Russian Prime Minister 
’ Yevgeny ' Primakov has 
expressed concern at the 
situation in the North 
Caucasus region which 
includes Chechenya. and 
plans to meet Maskhadov 
this week. The time and 
place of ±e meeting has 
not been announced. 

Russia - regards 

Maskhadov as a man with 
whom it can do business 
although Russian troops 
fought a 21 -month-long 
war with Chechenya until 
August 1996 and the region 
says it is independent of 
Russia. 

But several radical field 
commanders, some of 
whom have occupied senior 
posts in Maskhadov's gov- 
ernment, have accused the 


Chechen president of abuv- 
ing his powers and being 
too cooperative with 
Moscow. They have urged 
Maskbadov to resign. 

Rakhmanin said Russian 
forces were searching fnr 
the four kidnapped workers 
but did not know where 
they wesre. 

'The four were working 
for British compan> 
Granger Telecom. 

The company said it htu.1 
been aware of the dangers 
of travelling in the region 
but considered the risks 
were worth the effort. 

Many people, including 
foreigners, have been kid- 
napped and held for ransom 
in Chechenya since fight- 
ing ended there in 1996. 

The region is still awash 
with guns and law is hard i(< 
enforce. 

Two British aid workers 
were released last month 
after more than IS months 
in captivity. 


Guinness Book 
doubles sales, 




FRANKFURT (R) — 
The Guinness Book of 
Records has doubled 
sale.s around the world 
this year by appealing to 
teenagers and selling in 
supermarkets and drug- 
stores. its marketing 
director said Tuesday. 

Now the perennially 
popular book that 
records weird, waic^y 
and wonderful records is 
seeking to expand its 
horizons even further at 
the world’s largest book 
fair with a sales push 
into China. India and 
South America. 

The book, now in its 
45th edition, even has an 
entry on itself as the 
world's biggest selling 
copyright book. 

“We have doubled 
sales this year and they 
should top 92.5 million 
by the end of the year," 
said sales and marketing 
director Malcolm 

Roughead. Sales are 
sharply up in North 
America and Europe, he 
reported. 

"The book has much 
more colour this year 
and an 'MTV' look to it 
that appeals to the eight 
to 16-year-oId market," 
he said after research 


showed that the interna- 
tional youth culture 
offered the best chances 
for expansion. 

Supermarkets and 
drugstores were espe- 
cially targeted as ideal 
outlets for the book, he 
said. 

Asked to explain the 
staying power of the 
book ^t updates 25 per 
cent of its records for 
each annual edition, he 
said: “It shows how mar- 
vellous is the world we 
live in. It is not just the 
wacky things but the 
endurance records.'* But 
the zany records cenain- 
ly do catch the eye. 

Thailand's Wichan 
Jaratarcha threw the 
world's most lavish pet 
wedding with his 
“groom" cat arriving at a 
Bangkok discotheque in 
a Rolls Royce and the 
“bride" flying in by heli- 
copter. 

'Hie largest number 
ever to attend a pet 
funeral were the 10,(X)0 
who turned out in New 
Jersey to mourn the 
passing of Jimmy the 
Canary. He had four pall 
bearers and a IS-piece 
band for his funeral. 

The book was the 


brainchild of Sir Hugh 
Beaver, managing direc- 
tor of the famou.K 
Guinness brewery. He 
was out shooting in 
Ireland and got involved 
in an argument about 
whether the golden 
plover was Europe''' 
fastest game bird. 

Beaver, aware that 
records sparked bar- 
room disputes around 
the world, then decidcil 
to produce the ultimuic 
reference book I'nr 
superlatives. 

Twins Norris and Ro.ss 
MeWhirter, who were 
running a fact-finding 
agency -for British news- 
papers. were ehosen u> 
launch the book. 

Now it is putting in its 
annual appearance at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair, 
which has attracted 
almost 6,800 publishers 
from 107 countries. “Wc 
are here to show the 
flag," said Roughead in 
pursuit of yet another 
Guinness rights deal. 


police would be reinforced by 
two extra coD^janies of CRS riot 
policemen detached in small 
details on buses and surface and 
undeiground railways. 

The reinforcements will bring 
to 600 the number of CRS 
troopers assigned to security for 
Paris area transports. 

They will bttek 800 transport 
authori^ poUce and 700 Paris 
city policemen assigned to the 
.same dunes. 

The cumy also comrihutes sev- 
er.il Immiiol ivi-iiiiu-l m .i pi-* 


gramme aimed at preventing ter- 
ror attacks on public transport. 

Over 80 per cent of Parisian 
buses were off the roods to 
protest against rising violence on 
public transport, officials said 
In another incident Monday, 
two youths beat up a bus driv^ 
M)o asked them to stop snok- 
ing and pay foeir fares. 

"We're not waiting for some- 
one to die before we react," the 
LfNSA drivviN union sad in a 


U.K. urges more 

cooperation to 
child sex trade 





LONIXJN (R) — Britain 
said Tuesday European and 
Asian nations had to work 
together more closely to 
combat the booming child 
sex trade and announced it 
was drawing up a major 
new plan to protect children 
at risk. 

Junior Foreign Office 
Minister Derek Fatchett, 
speaking at the start of a 
special three-day meeting 
of officials from the 25- 
nation Europe-Asia 

Meeting (ASEM), outlined 
a series of steps he said 
were vital. 

“We need to work togeth- 
er more closely to combat 
sex tourism. We need to 
exchange intelligence and 
need to work more closely 
to catch and prosecute 
offenders," he said. 

Children's charities say 
that, in Asia alone, more 
than 650,000 children 
under the age of 16 work as 
prostitutes and that one mil- 
UoD children enter the glob- 
al sex market every year. 

Britain and the United 
States also admit they have 
a growing problem with the 
sexual exploitation of chil- 
dren. 


•nus is happening on a 
scale- we find troth difficult 
to understand and hard to 
believe." said Fatchett, who 
also proposed a meeting of 
customs and police officers 
from the ASEM members 
to look at new ways of 
working together. 

“We have a duty to ensure 
the innocence of children is 
not corrupted by the evil 
lust for child prostitution. 
That’s why your \vork 
today is so important," he 
said, ASEM groups the 15- 
nation European Union and 
10 Asian states. 

Junior Home Office 
Minister Alun Michael said 
Britain was drawing up a 
new plan to tackle the child 
sex trade which would 
increase cooperation 

between government 

departments and also with 
other countries. 

“We will have a national 
plan to combat this problem 
and will implement a new 
^3proacb to dealing with 
child prostitutes. 

We will also take a fresh 
look at the links between 
offences abroad and offend- 
ing in Britain." he said. 

"Inicrnaiinnal c« •opera- 


tion is vital. Knowledge i$ 
power and using and shar- 
ing knowledge at all levels 
is" absolutely vital," he 
added. 

Britain and - .. the 
Philippines signed an 
agreement, last year to 
cooperate in the fight 
against sex tourism. 

Campaigners called on 
the meeting not to get too 
bogged down in detail, say- 
ing the millions of childreir 
at risk around the w<»-id 
needed help immediately. 

“It is far too early to be 
patting ourselves on the 
back. 

Every day we waste on 
debating finances, children 
are being abused and aban- 
doned by society," said 
Christine Beddoe of End 
Child Prostitution, Child 
Pornography and 

Trafficking (ECPAT). 

“Tangible and immediate 
results should be our goal. 
The remit of this meeting is 
to produce constructive 
action which will benefit as 
many of our children in as a 
short a time as possible." 
said Zenaida Collinson of 
Iho Philippines omha.s.sy,. 
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TV movies and mini series. 


Now you can lease the Showtime satellite decoder and the mini bouquet (The Movies Chsann^i ^ ^ .... 

channels of your choice) for just S54 a month. Or receive the satellite decoder and "hi fuh^l’ 

(all eleven Showtime channels) for just S70 a month. It’s Showtime. And it’s only a phone call away l^all now 


Dish, LNB and installation not included. There is also a S140 refundable deposit required for the decoder ( 

payment is made by credit card). Minimum 12 months subscription period '' 


“Ask about the speciat introductory offer when you visit the ORBITEK STAND B5 at 
MEXCOM ‘98 to find out more or call ORBITEK on 
Amman S516171, DARWISH AL-KHALILI on 5S3831S or Ruba International on 582814”. 
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Brings you the best in Western entertainment. 
Dubai Tel: +971 4 836151 http://www.showtimearabia.com 
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Beat 


L from the Arabic Press 


Lawzi: Royal Jordanian will enter 
the 21st century in a new appearance 


** THE GOVERNMENT has laken measuto 
W cxpeditt the privatisanon progranune of ih; 
Royal Jordanian so as lo haw ii complcuKi 
ttiihin less than the specified {x*riod of 24 
months. Public Woite anti Transport Minkin 
Nasser Lawzi told the Anrf?ic daily Al Ra'i. In 
diis context, the Council ofMimsters has decid- 
ed to fonn a new ministerial comnrtittee for the 
privatisation of the naiiona] air carrier. Tahcr 
{Canaan, the minister of state for de\eli)pmeni 
affairs, will fiead the comminec which will 
include the ministers of transport, planning and 
ffnance as members. 

Lawa said the committee w*iil authorise Adel 
QudAb, die head of the i^vadsuiion Executive 
Unit at the Prime Ministry, to sign within a 
week an agro^nt betw een Royal Jordanian 
and the financial and legal consulianus to stan 
conducting immediately the nccessurv suulies 


lo n.MTuaurv the airline. Ihc cmsulionis are 
two companies from France and Britain. 

LawTi indicated Uuil folluwing the financial 
and legal studies by the coasuliuitLs urrange- 
nients in tliesc Iwu areas will be made in sell to 
a ^orutegic paraier between 30 and 40 per cent 
ut the subsidiary that will be esinblLshed tor 
uperaULins. 

The minister stressed that the goventniem 
will shoulder all the debts of Roval Jivdaniun 
cstiniated al JDrtX) million of which JDI50 
million are due to the Jonlan F^rtrolcum 
Refinery Company. 

Asked to explain how the govcmnicnt will 
manage the debts, LawvJ said that the proceeds 
frum tile stile, which has not vet been deter- 
mined. will go to repay p;in of the crediis. 
■‘Royal JvMdanitui will enter the 21sl centui^' in 
a fteW' appearance." laiWTi civrK'luded. 


Prices for agricuitura! land seen 
more reasonabie and profitable 


** ACCORDING TO Ismai Qzeizi, a real 
estate broker, the reasons behind the decline in 
ilie teal estate activity are the incredibly hi^ 
prices in an econcxny sufierina from reassion 
aid the hi^i government fees on leeisiratiiKi 
deals. "This can be clearly seen from'’ihe dnap 
in [he number of real esa;<r^ sale transactions,'' 
Oreizi sakl pointing can that most of liie iranv 
ocDfXis are related to hypothecation and t'lae- 
dosuie (XI hypodiecated properties. 

Hie broker said the unstable political situa- 
tion in the wcxld and hs heavy tnipact on Jcxdan 
was another factor that discourages foreigners 
fiom investing in the real estate sector. He also 
mentioned that the reluctance of banks to 
finatce puicha.ses of lands, clue to the econom- 
ic situation in the Kingdom, was ancxber ele- 


nvni lital kepi many invistors away from lud 
estate trading. 

OTci/j indicated that the demurxl is now 
meire on the agricullur,il laiKl than on residen- 
tial plots because prices of farmlands are more 
reasonable :uxl pntliublc than others. He 
expLuned that the interest fiv investing in 
souilicm aieui is due to tlie availability oflargu, 
vingin and uncutiivciied kinds there ;uid the rea- 
.sonablt* prices tiw them. In addition, the pro- 
motion by some Jiirdanian ctvmpunies for 
souihcm lands, through setting up tourism pro- 
jects tlicre in cuoperation wiili firoign firms, 
has aealed demand fvir the uiuls in southern 
.Amman and in the souili (■!' Ute KingikHii, 
Ozeizi concluded (Al Arab Al Yuwm). 


Americans switch from chewing gum to sucking candy 


NEW YORK (R) — 
.Americans arc chewing an 
estimated 190 slicks of 
gum per person a year, bui 
the industry is in u slump 
due in part to (he growing 
popularity of candy, espe* 
daily mint.s, industry offt- 
ciais say. 

While .sales of all types 
of c.mdies rose 2.3 per 
ceiu ill the year ended 
March 31, ehew'ing cum 
sales dropped 4.8 per cent 
in the year ended June 21 . 
according to Information 
Resources Inc. (IRIJ. a 
New York-ba.sed market 
research firm. 

“We think the industry 
decline is not due (u one 
but a number of factors," 
.said u spokesman for the 
Wm. Wrigley Jr. Co., the 
industry leader. "They 
include eompeiiiive pric- 
ing, more new candy 
products like the high- 
intensity mints that have 
hurt sales. People tend to 
e.xperimcnt when new 
products come in and that 
can cut the traditional 
sales trend." 

Nonetheless, the 105- 
yeur-old Chictigu firm has 
hud "positive" business in 
the first half of 1998, he 
said. Wrigley has been 
able to reverse the overall 
trend by maintaining both 
a conservative, pricing 
ptilicy "which make our 
gums good values" and 
steady consumer advertis- 
ing which averagc.s 14 
cents to 15 cents for every 
.sales dollar, he said. 
.Advertising is primarily 
on television but radio 


,\RIES; (March 21 to April '. ,r-v i _ 

19) Man, the planet of aggres- 

sion, goes into Virgo, which is ■ XX V-iT 

in your solar sixth house of 

Forecast FOR vvEDN 

the next few weeks, making 

their lives work whether they By Undo C. Blacky Trii 

like It or not. If you approach L_ 

this piKitively. you can 

accomplish grek things. Otherwise, you'll just be obnoxious. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20i Mars, syrntbolising assertion, 
is going into Virgo today. >^o*s in your solar finh house of 
romance. Consequently, you'll be confident in your love life 
for the next several weeks. Instead of waiting to get what you 
vi'ont, you'll ask for II You may also have to work for it. but if 
you and your sweetheart are working together, that'll be fiin. 
G£Ml>n; (May 21 to June 21) The theme is perfection, and 
finishing old business. This is not just u burden. It's how 
dreams come true. You've got a dream, and it has to do with 
siabiliiy. security and love, and it could happen. If you've 
already got that in your life, you can keep iL That's your Ics- 
s(xi right now. Pay attention and take notes. 

CANCl^: (June 22 to July 21) Mars is going into Vugo 
. today. Thai's wonderfiil. Virgo is in your solar third liou.se of 
educ^on. So you’ll take on learning with vigour. Pity the poor 
person who gets in your way! You want the facts, and guess 
whai?The more ycxi get, the more you'll earn. Education and 
financial reward are also closely iiiiked. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Mars i.s going into Virgo kxJay. 
That means you'll be more assertive regaiding money, since 
Virgo is in your second house of finances. TTiai sometimes 
means you want to spend more money, but not necessarily. It 
could mean vou'II get wiser about how you're spending your 
money, and make it stretch further. Definitely go for the latter 
(^on. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Mar^ goes inio your 
sign today, which is wixiderlul. Mars brings \im and vigour 
^teever it goes. It’s the sign of the athlete and wamor. You li 
become definite in jrour preferences and make .sure others now 
how important these things are. You may draw more attention 
tiian you're used to. but you'll get used to a~ 

T^RA: (September 23 to October 22) You and your friends 
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1 wonderi'ul things 

^ ^ happen, but you’ll have to get 

^ X X^ realistic. How are you going 

* to pay for it there is a 

{DAY nrroRFR? ioqkI ‘‘sure out 

»DAY, UC I OBEK 7, 1998 jj j^. 

10 make this decision for you. 

ne Media Services, Inc. if you’ll have to pay it back, 
I you should moke the choice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 ) An idea you've been working on is about to 
lake olT like u rockeu You know what needs to be done, but 
you haven't quite had the resources to pull the whole thing off. 
Tltat's about to-changc. It loolu like pimple ace excited to get 
started: all they need is u liule direction. That's where you 
come in. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 1 Murs goes 
into Virgo today, making your life a little more difficult. If 
you've forgotten anything, Viigos point it ouL They .see ihai as 
their duty. With Mar.<« in their sign, they’ll take on that assign- 
ment with renewed vigour. So rnuke sure everything you du is 
perfect If you don't a Vrgo will be delighted to remind you. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 lo January 20) Mars is going 
into Virgo today, and that helps a lot It’ll really motivate you 
to try new things. There's u grand trine in earth signs right now, 
which helps even more. It mcaas the new' things you take on 
will most likely prove beneficial. Don't hold hack. Get 
involved 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Pinpoint accuracy 
is n^quired, especially where money's concerned, and that 
goes double if joint finantres arc involved, including money 
you're trying lo borrow. It’s not that it's harder to gel. It's just 
that you'll have to be precise about what you want it for. And, 
of course, how you’re going to pay it back. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It’s easy to figure out the 
details today, especially if yexr have help from a sharp partner. 
You want to get everting straight in your mind befexe you 
go into negotiations. 'TTte oUtcr people may not have done the 
homework quite as well you as you have. This slight advan- 
tage ciHild make all the diff erence. ' 


Biflhstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 


and billboards are also 
used. 

“Wc arc also trying to 
keep our products at as 
high a quality as we can, 
introducing new products 
and making our packaging 
attractive, " the Wrigley 
spokesman said. With 
more than 50 per cent of 
the market, Wrigley has 
some of the prime-selling 
products but keeps intro- 
ducing new products, ll 
recently reformulated its 
Extra sugarless gum to 
give it lunger-lasting 
flavour and backed it with 
new* packaging and an ad 
programme. 

Al the Adams division 
of the Warner-Lambert 
Co., the No. 2 producer. 
Marketing Vice President 
Paul Siurmun said busi- 
ness was "fairly healthy" 
with dollar sales up six 
per cent to eight per cent. 

The Adams gum divi- 


sion, whose prime brands 
are Dentyne and Trident, 
started advertising 

Dentyne this year for the 
first lime in five years 
with good results. 

"By not advertising for 
a few years, we let 
Dentyne decline, but now 
it i.s on the increase again. 
That brand will be 100 
years old soon," Sturman 
said. Other Adams prod- 
ucts doing well are the 
new Dentyne Ice and 
Bubblicious, a high- 
flavour bubble gum, he 
said. 

In his view, the gum 
industry decline is the 
result of "the proliferation 
of salty snacks and the 
popularity of non-cboco- 
iaie candy." he added. “1 
think another problem is 
the lack of real innovation 
by some gum producers. 
And a few, now-popular 
new line extensions have 


taken away market shore 
but not actually added 
sales to (he total indus- 
iry." 

The three top makers — 
Wrigley, the Adams divi- 
sion of Warner-Lambert 
and the Lifesavers divi- 
sion of Nabisco (Carefree 
and BreathSavers Ice 
Breakers gums) command 
about 90 per cent of the 
total market. But there are 
many smaller producers 
with fractional market 
shares. Beyond the com- 
petition from candy, some 
believe another cause for 
gum sales erosion is 
demographic — there are 
fewer juvenile and 
teenage gum chewers rel- 
ative to the population. 

Whatever the reasons, 
the public that has taken 
to sour candies and 
tongue-tingling mints 
with such zeal isn’t spum- 
in<: all cum.s. Sucarless 


products, funciional and 
high-flavour gums are 
defying the slow sales 
trends. 

The IRl reported that in 
the year ended June 21 
sales of LifeSavers' Ice 
Breakers sugarless gum 
rose 20.6 per cent from 
the year before; Wrigley's 
Extra sugarless was up 
7.3 per cent and Adams' 
new Dentyne Ice sugar- 
less had' a successful 
introduction, contributing 
to a 15 per cent rise in the 
company’s first-quarter 
sales. 

Although overall sales 
are not promising, both 
Wrigley and the Adams 
division of Warner- 

Lamben are optimistic 
about an industrv'wide 
pickup. "We expect to see 
sales go up, particularly 
because of oral care and 
more minty gums." 

Sturman said. 
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PAST la WOWTHS OCHPANT'S HAKE 
HIGH LOU 


S 3S5.S0Q 170,000 ARAB BANK 

* 1.940 1.660 JOR. RATIONAL BK. 

5 3.200 1.000 BANK OP JORDAN 

S 6.510 3.610 THE UOUSXIIC BK. 

3.4SO 1.760 JOR.KDWAZT BANK 

* .840 .540 JOR.COLP BANK 

S 3.910 1.680 JOR.ZSLAKZC BANK 

S 3.900 1.350 JOR.INV. PIN. BANK 

.970 .710 88ZT.AL-HAX. (BSXTNA) 

.BSD .600 PHXLA0BL.ZNV.8K. 


NO. NO. OP 
OP SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALDE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JD 

212918 209.50 206.00 3.50- 


BANX SBCTOn TOTALS 


nCEXi 273.33 iCHGz -1.44 


JEROSALEH ZHSL-R. 
JOR FRENCH XNSGR. 
HOLT XJUIO ZRSUR. 
ARAB LIFE ZNSDR. 


IMSORANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 126.59 ZCBC: '*0.2B 



GRAND TOTAL 


6 : RAW 12 Ronchs lew 

S : Scoek dlvldM 1 during eh* pane 13 eontha 
N : Listed during ciie paae 12 aeoeJia 
P I P/E ratio ia 100 or moro 
g : Negative P/E 

B t larning la rare or H/A Cor tho oeat roeent year^ 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 



/ Many villas and 
^ apartments for 
; ~ rent and sale 

fished & Unfurnished 

more infbnnaiidn call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

S92060S/5920GD9/07S-30007 
Web Site is 
~www,abdoun.coiTi.io 


T>A.TANT.TyWEI,l.F.RS " A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 



Studio & Workshop 
Courses 




*One S Two Bedrooms srPuKy 
Equipped Kftchenettes *OaHy & 
Long Stay -*Reasonabie Roles 


5th Orcle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
e-mail : crysuld gpjom.}o 


.i^^TISE IN T1 
' ' ION CALL 



Fax: 5693337 




Studio Haig 

Professional qwdBy bi 
1 hourssndce 
Oevelop your colour' fBm 
aloitrsh^ end get: 

* JWliBO tOiofo sbs 
30%fargsr. ■ 

** Firse witerpaimefrt 
20x30em. 


Shmeisani - Oppo^te 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweifiehTd: B22891 



VisttUsAt 

' www,vlpBnib.coinMpgHI 


Shaban Inf I Group - 
Near Amaricafl Embassy 
I ; 5933084 • Fax : 593308 



5684311- 
5699634 BCr. 42 


L’olmer Restaurant 


Abdoun 5929564 


,AA..H amirla 
FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN’S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

BanI Hsmida WOavIngs 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Rugs • Cushions 
■ W&llhanglngs ■ Runners 

Open Mly front 8:00 dli 7:00 
(Fridays a offidsl holldsys 
from 10d)0 Oil 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1 St Circle, off Rainbow St 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 




II At Amra Hotel 
Sho ps - Amman 

hnseoh 
Jewclnj 


Unique ck-Nig>is... 
for i nique- fXi)j)l( 

Um Uthama Tel : 551'.'20 
Downtown Te’ . 4655217 
wv.v.'. i ms eioh . CO rT' 


At 6th Circle 
Te!.; 5510001 


Recreation Center 

This Winter 

the best heated Pool 
and ail the Fitness Facilities. 


\\m -hr 



Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 

discount on 
original CD's 

Now available 
TRIENDS SERIES^ 
and many more 


,24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AlHCONOmONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 ANYTIME 
































NBA wipes out remainder 


of pre-season schedule 


new YORK (AFP) — 
NaLional Basketball 

Association owners can- 
celled the league's remain- 
ing 1 14 pre-season games 
Monday and said the 
unprecedented cancellaiioD 
of regular season games 
could come next week. 

Talks between owners and 
the National Basketball 
Players Association union 
will resume here Thursday 
but the NBA is all-but cer- 
tain of having to cancel reg- 
ular season games over 
labour issues for the first 


tune. 

The regular season is 
scheduled to begin 
November 3. Owners have 
said it would take at least 
•me month from the time a 
new deal is struck to have 
training camps and tree 
agency before games could 
begin. 

The two sides have failed 
to reach any compromise in 
settling a lockout imposed 
July 1 by owners. 

Spending control of a S 1 .7 
billion basketball industry is 


the major issue. Ownership 
wants a firm salary cap. 
Players want to continue a 
system which allows clubs 
exemptions to re-sign their 
own free agents. 

Owners wiped out referee 
training camp and a rookie 
orientation on September IS 
and began cancelling pre- 
season games on September 
24. 

“At this point, our teams 
cannot possibly be ready to 
play any games before 
November.” NBA depu^ 
commissioner Russ Granik 
said in a statement released 
by ±e league. “It's sad that 
we have been unable to have 
any me aning ful negoda- 

tiODS.” 

Owners have submitted a 
new proposal that would 
wipe out the salary cap 
exception over four years 
and ensure players 200 mil- 
lion dollars over four years 
on top of the billion dollars 
they were paid last season. 

‘^veiytlung the players 
have gained through 
decades of bargaining a^ 


arbitration the owners want 
back with interest,” union 
chairman Billy Hunter said. 
“Oearly the owners are not 
interested in bringing this 
bargaining to a swift and 
fair conclusion.” 

NBA players will conduct 
news conferences in IS 
cities on Tuesday, the day 
tr ainin g camps were sched- 
uled to open, to explain 
their position in the labour 
fight 

Granik made the owners’ 
position clear. 

“Last year, the players 
received about one billion in 
salaries and benefits, and 
we have made proposals 
that are guaranteed to 
increase that number by 20 
per cent over the next four 
years," Granik's statement 
said, ignoring the fact its 
salary cap is a feature the 
union loathes. 

“Our proposals would 
result in an avera^ player 
salary of $3.1 milUoo and a 
minimum salaiy for 10-year 
veterans of $750,000. 
Unfortunately, the union 



Pete Sampras 


Sampras tops ATP rankings 


PARIS ( AFP) — Latest ATP rankings released Monday: 


I 1. Pete Sampras (USA) 

2. Patrick Rafier (Aus) 

3. Marcelo Rios (Chi) 

4. Carlos Moya (Spa) 

5. Petr Korda (Cze) 

6. Karol Kucera (Svk) 

7. Alex Corretja (Spa) . 

8. Andre Agassi (USA) 

9. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 

10. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus) 

1 1 . Tim Henman (Gbr) 

12. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

13. Jonas Bjoikman (Swe) 

14. Greg Rusedski (Gbr) 

1 5. Jan Siemerink ^ed) 

16. Albert Costa (Spa) 

17. Cedric Pioline ^ra) 

IS. Mark Pbilippoussis (Aus). 

19. Thomas Enqvist (Swc)' 

20. Albeno Berasategui (Spa) 

21. Felix Mantilla (Spa) 

22. Thomas Johansson (Swe) 

23. Thomas Muster (Aut) 

24. Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) 

25. Francisco Clavet (Spa) 

26. Magnus Gustafsson (Swe) 

27. Todd Marlin (USA) 

28. Nicolas Kiefer (Ger) 
j 29. Byron Black (Zim) 

I 30. Fabrice Santoro (I^) 


4013 points 

3575 

3467 

2962 

2815 

2709 

2572 

2545 

2534 

2508. 

2285 
2203 
2101 
1925 
1837 
1823^ , 
1766- 
1723 • 
■1654 • 
1636 
1633' 

1521 
1520 
1518 
1289 
1288 . 
1268 
1236 
1231 
1230 


ers. 

Both sides await the ruling 
of arbitrator John Feerick 
on a grievance filed by the 
union only hours before the 
owners imposed the lock- 
out. 

The union claims NBA 
players have guaranteed 
contracts that should allow 
them to be paid during the 
lockout The NBA cootezuis 
its actions are entirely legal 
during a work stoppage. 


Shearer 
may quit 
Newcastle 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
England captain Alan 
Shearer has again threat- 
ened to quit underachiev- 
ing English Premiership 
side Newcastle. 

Shearer was wirbly 
reported in English news- 
papers on Tuesday as say- 
ing he could leave St 

ambitions (lo not five up to 
his own great e.\pectatio]]S. 

Shearer has scored seven 
goals this season, but he 
said: “1 put out a statement 
saying I was happy to stay. 
But most importantly, 1 
want to vdn things. Read 
into that what you like. 

“I have never wanted to 
go abroad before. But y<Hi 
can never say never in foot- 
ball. It would be foolish of 
me to do that 

“The bottom line is I 
came here to win trophies. 
That is all important to 


After die 3-0 weekend 
defeat by Arsenal, 
Newcastle manager Ruud 
Gullit revealed his determi- 
nation to make a number of 
signings but the Dutchman 
may have to sell before he 
can splash out 
“Ptn sure the manager is 
capable of putting diiags 
right" Shearer said. 

“Whether he's going to 
sell players or be given 
money to spend, I don't 
know. That's not up to me. 

'T spoke to Ruud and the 
chairman but it was a pri- 
vate conversation and that 
is the way it will stay. 

“Ruud has come out and 
said he doesn’t want to sell 
me and I believe him . 

‘T went to Newcastle to 
win things and although it 
hasn't gone as well as peo- 
ple had hoped, with dte 
injury to me and the sale of 
Les Ferdinand, I still 
believe we can do iL 
“How long it will take. I 
don't know.” 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, October 7, 1998 




leadership has been unwill- 
ing to give any serious con- 
sideration to what have 
oflfered.” 

Union leaders want to 
continue the system un<kr 
which free enterpirse allows 
owners to sign such playera 
as Shaquille O’Neal and 
Juwan Howard to iong-tom 
deals worth more than $100 
million. 

Owners want spending 
limits to prevent themselN^ 
from bid^g each other 
into bankruptcy while play- 
ers argue it should not be 
their job to decide how 
much is too much for own- 



Erich Ribbeck, new team manag er of the German national soccer team, kicks a 
ball during his first practice session with the team in Frankfurt, October 6. The 
German squad plays a qualifier against Dirkey on Saturday in Bursa (Reuters 
photo) 


Fan who caught McGwire’s 
70th loaning ball to museum 


ST. LOUIS ( AP) — The fen 
who ended up with Mark 
McGwire's record 70lh 
home run ball has loaned it 
m the Sl Louis (Cardinals' 
Hall of Fame while he 
decides what to do wife it 
— mie baU,- which Is- worth 
millions of dollars on fee 
collectibles maiket will be 
on display indefinitely start- 
ing next Monday at fee 
museum that shares space 
wife fee Bowling HaU of 
Fame across fee street fiom 
Busch Stadium. 

Gerald Baltz. fee muse- 
um’s executive director, said 
at a news conference 
Monday be expects to have 
fee ball for a month or so. 

By feat time. Baltz expects 
that Phil Ozersky, a 26-year- 
old DNA lab researcher 
fiom suburban Olivette, will 
have decided what to do 
wife fee prize. Ozersl^ said 
he'd liJre the ball to end up at 
Cooperstown. but then again 
he's not as willing as some 
of the other luclgr ball recip- 
ients to just give it away. 

Ti’s been pretty intense 
wife fee media, and I'm 
starting to figure out wbat 


Mr. McGwire felt like at fee 
end of fee season,” Ozersky 
said. “If he needs four 
months to figure out how he 
fell about his 70 home runs, 
I need a little time to bask in 
fee glow.” 

The Baseball Hall of Fame 
is a non-profit organisation 
and does not pay for items 
displayed. But Ozersky 
could have it both ways by 
selling fee ball to a well- 
heeled individual who 
wouldn't mind fee positive 
publicity to be gained fiom 
donating it to fee Hall of 
Fame. Another option: sell- 
ing sponsors for a ball tour. 

Ozerslgr's attorney, David 
Krafeen of Miami, said his 
client has received countless 
proposals since snaring No. 
70 in fee St Louis 
(Cardinals' finale Sept. 27. 
There's been everything but 
a call fiom McGwire, who 
has said he's not interested 
in paying for the ball 

'inie's been besieged by 
agents, auctions houses, 
individuals.” Krafeen said. 
“You name it, they’ve con- 
tacted us. 

T chink fee right thing to 


do is take your time, take a 
deep breath, step and 
see wbat the various options 
are.” 

Ozersky said it’s hard to 
believe how much people 
are willing to pay. 

‘It's a $9 ball," Ozersky. 
said. Tt's pretty amazing to, 
think about it” 

For now, it'll be fiom and 
center at fee museum in a 
glass case that also includes 
fee bat McGwire used to hit 
his 400fe career borne run, a 
large pborngraph of Ozeisl^ 
bolding his prize, and sever- 
al photographs of McCSwire 
launching fee record shot off 
Carl Pavano of the Montreal 
Expos. The exhibit is called 
'T^t for fee Long Ball.” 

The case is protected by 
electronic sensois and there 
are several other security 
measures in place;, including 
an around-tte-clock police 
guard, to ensure feat nobody 
walks off wife fee ball. 

*This is not just a baseball, 
this is history,” police chief 
Ronald Henderson said. ^‘We 
will do whatever it takes to 
make sure this baU is 
secured.” 


Media Partners dare UEFA 


to accept Super League idea 


PARIS (AFP) — The ptesi- 
dent of Media Breners 
Intemational chal- 

lenged European football's 
ruling body UEFA on 
THiesday to a^pt their idea of 
forming a European Super 
League. 

Rodolfo Hecbt, who on 
Friday filed a con^Iaint for 
restrictive practices agshisi 
UQ^A wife fee European 
Vmoa, added feat U^A's 
executive committee, who are 
meeting this week in Lisbon, 
should revise their decision 
and accept his company's 
ideas on Terming fee major 
European competitions. 

“All the major European 
clubs have already recognised 
feat fee Eurc^>ean Football 
League (ER.) offers them 
massively revamped competi- 


tions and matches of fee high- 
est level." fee Italian said. 

Media Partners proposals 
are to replace fee three offi- 
c ial c up competitioDS run by 
UEFA wife a midweek Super 
League of 36 teams and a Pro 
Cup wife 96 clubs from 51 
countries, starting in 2000- 
2001. 

Howeva, Sepp Blatter, 
president of world football's 
governing body FIFA, 
warned on September 25 feat 
any clubs who sign up for fee 
proposed pih^tely-backed 
Super League will be sus- 
pended. 

Blatter, speaking after a 
FIFA executive meeting, 
stressed that fee world gov- 
ermn% body would take a 
tough line against any attempt 
to break up fee “l^ly of 


footbalL” 

FIFA would ask fee club's 
national soccer federation to 
suspend fee team, thereby 
preventing them fiom playing 
in their national league or any 
continental cup competition. 

The tou^ line was taken in 
a resolution by FIFA’s execu- 
tive after a two-day meeting 
here, saying that its prinripif^ 
of solidity “are under diiea 
attack by commercial compa- 
nies wife fee agreement of 
certain prestigious clubs.” 

The English Pt^er 
League also took steps to pre- 
vent Arsenal. Manchester 
United and Uveipooi break- 
ing away by inristing feat 
they would represent all their 
clubs at any future talks wife 
Media Partners. 


CINEMA 




CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORD 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 


PLAZA 


CINEMA 


TCL S9347S3 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


Bruce Willis .. in 


Jennifer Tilly & 
Gina Gersho7i .. in 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


CONfCORDTI 


LAST MAN 
STANDING 


AL ZA'EEM 


NASSER 

Shows: 1230. 3:3a 6:l5.S'J0,l(h30 


ABDOUN 

wwzo.cns.com.jo/Calleria 


BOUND 


ARMAGEDDON 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 
6:15. S:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 
Addiiimial shows Thursday and Sho>v»; 330. 530 only 

Friday evenings at 12:30 


ABDOUN 

’oww.cns.com.jQ/Galleria 
Lesley Nielsen .. in 

MR. MAGOO 


Shows: 3:30, 6K30, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 330, 6:30, 8:30,10:30 


Vikings rip 
Packers in 
battle of 
unbeatens: 


GREEN BAY (AFP). -4- 
Minnesota’s RandalL 
r ^inningham thiew for 442" 
yards and four touch-' 
downs, the best pass pe^r 
formantre ever against. 
Green Bay, in a 37-24' 
Vikings victory here-. 
Monday. 

^(filming the battle of' 
unbeatens lifted die* 
V iifin gs to 5-0 and fee NFC 
Central division lead over 
fee ^urkers, who fell to 4-1 
wife their first home loss in 
29 games dating to 
September 3, 1995. 

'Nothing motivated us 
but ourselves,” said rookie 
receiver Randy Moss, 
whose five recqMions fi» 
190 yards included two 
touchdowns. “We just had 
to come here and play. We 
knew the crowd wonld be a 
little hostile, cranky. We 
just had to push it down 
their throats when we got 
fee chance.” 

Cunningham gave fee 
Vikings every chance in a 
pouring rain, completing 
20 of 32 passes, including 
four for 89 yards and a . 
touchdown to Jake Reed. 
Cumiingham has thrown IQ.- - 
touchdowns with no intef- 
ceptioQS in 1998. 

riinningham 's Other 
touchdown pass came oh a 
screen play fo Robert 
Smith feat was set up two 
plays earlier by a 41-yard 
Moss reception. 

A troubled past tbat- 
induded drugs and assault 
caused Moss, 21, to slide to 
21«t‘in the NFL draft and 
-Qinningham. 35, was out^ 
of fbofeall two years, ago 
and -a reserve until Brad 


Johnson was hurt 
weeks ago. ^ 

But both rewarded 
Vikings for their faith. . i- J - 
^'Wfaen you’re humbly 
and get down in the pits-^; 
life, you ieam to aj^redafe^ 
fee things you hav^ 
Cunningham said. *Thh^. 
are times when thin^ 


change. We have a little 1^- 
of control.” ■ 

Cunningham surpa^^" 
fee old mark for pass ya^,' 
gainst the Packers, 42ik 
yards set by 
Francisco's Joe Montanaim.^ 
1990. 

Moss leads the NFL wife; 
six receiving touchdoyms 
and 463 receiving yards. 

The Packers, who 

allowed more yards than in 
any game in 15 years, 
scored their only toucth' 
down before the ^al nuh; 
utes on a 101-yard kickoft 
return by Rowell Preston. - 

Green Bay quarterback 
Brett Favre was picked off 
three times, twice by 
Robert Giififife, and com- 
pleted only 13 of 23 tosses 
for 1 14 yards. -I. 

'It was a big confident 
win for us,” Minnesota 
defender John Randle said. 
*‘We knew we could come 
in here with a hostile crowd 
and them out of their 
game, do what we wanted 
to do.” 

In other NFL news, 
Dallas quarterback Troy 
Aikman will be sidelined 
another month wife a bro- 
ken collarbone. He had 
to return Sunday 
agmnst winless Carolina 
but not will now be back 
until November 1 1 against 
winless Phil ad e lph ia. 
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HfamVnsIhEate 
TEL: 4625155 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Libregts to sign deal with Nigeria 

ABUJA (AFP) — Dutchman Thijs Libregis has done U-turn and will Wednesday sign a 
two-year contract as coach of the Nigerian national team, Nigerian Football Associauon 
oflBcials told AFP- Libregts will sign a deal that also includes a possible two-year exten- 
sion depending on the team’s performance. Libregts last month report<^ to have 
turned down the job after a disagreement over his financial package. The first offw W him 
was reported to be worth $30,000 a month with $150,000 signing-on fee. Offici^ 
declined to reveal details of the final package agreed with Ubregts. The Dutchman, who 
succeeds Bora Matutinovic, faces a tough task. Nigeria, beaten in the second round of the 
World Cup finals, only managed a draw with Burkina Faso in an African Nations cham- 
pioQship match ^ the weekend. 

Moore completes move to Palace 

LONDON (AFP) —Australian intemarional defender Craig Moore on Tuesday c^plet- 
ed his £800.000 transfer from Glasgow Rangers to English 6rst dtviston club Cry.std 
Palace. Moore 22. said he was looking forward to playing under former Australia coach 
Terry Venables, who is now in charge of the London side. Moore has now aparf a four- 
year contract with Palace after six seasons with Rangers. “Rangers tned hard to keep me 
but I feelTis a good time to move on," Moore said. “Crystai Palace ^ ambinous and I 
have enjoyed woltong with Teny Venables in <be past. “I have a lot of respect for him as 
acoach! Ling wotLd with him at national level, I know he has tremendous quahtte 

Wiflt a provenlack record and he was a big part of my deet^on m jom 
RangJwus a good apprenticeship and a stepping stone, but I feel thts ui a very pos- 

Itive step and I am looking forward to it” 
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No change on date of 9th 
Pan-Arab Games — JOC official 


By Aleeo Banfiayaii 

AMMAN — Joidan 
Olympic Commioee (30C) 
\^ce J’residem Mouaf^ Ai 
Fawwaz Tbesday denied 
reports that the date of the 
9th Pan-Arab Games to be 
held in Amman next sum- 
mer is likely to be revised. 

“There will be no change. 
We have set Aug. 15-30 and 
sent out the mvitadons. I do 
not see a reason for at^one 
asking us to reschedule the 
Games,** Fawwaz told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said the issue was not 
on the agenda of talks today 
between a visiting high 
ranking delegation from the 
Arab Spoas Federation 
(ASF) on a one-day visit to 
the Kingdom. 

The Secretary-General of 
the ASF Othmao Sa'ad will 
hold (oiks with Minister of 
Culture and Youth Talal Al 
Hassan, Games Director 
l.ssom Arida and other offi- 
cial.s. 

Sa'ad was recently qucKed 
that the ASF would ask 
Jordan to move the date to 
be held before or af^ the 
set date so t^t it would not 
coincide with the Wculd 
Athletics Championship 
and African championship 
at the same time. 

A recent meeting of the 
Arab Athletics Federation in 
Damascus discussed the 
issue and decided to send 
Jordan a memorandum to 
change the date towards the 
beginning of August noting 
that the world athletics 
body, the lAAF. had asked 
regional and national feder- 
ations not to hold any events 
in that period. 

Representatives from 

Arab countries stressed that 
otherwise their athletes 
tvould not compete at the 
Pan-Arab Games. ..... 



However, Fau'waz noted 
that Jordan was not notified 
of any dates when it was 
asked by the ASF to host the 
Games in 1999 instead of 
1001. 

‘‘Nou* that we hav'c set the 
dale, we cannot change it 
ex*eiy time a compeiitioo 
comes up. This is a big 
event and we are directing 
all efforts to make it a suc- 
cta^,** be added. 

Sa*ad is also expected to 
hold talks with JOC offi- 
cials and name a committee 
headed by Arida to oversee 
preparations. He also visit 
venues where the events 
will be held. 

'Diose include Al Hassan 
Sports City in Irbid and the 
proposed sites for the multi- 
purpose indoor stadium at 
Al Hussein Youth City and 
Olympic-size swimming 
pool currently under con- 
sffuction. 

The rest of the facilities 
will be utilised at private 


universities and educational 
institutions. 

The JCX^ has announced 
that 19 federations have 
submitted their plans to get 
funding for their prepara- 
tions for the Games, while 
seven others were still wait- 
ing for the go-ahead. 

Funds cover coaches' 
salaries, training camps, 
hosting teams for friendlies, 
players' allocations includ- 
ing transportation fees, and 
dietary needs. 

The JOC is awaiting word 
from Arab countries to set 
the final events which 
include 1 2 primary spoits. 

If over five countries 
express willingness to com- 
pete in a certain event then 
more games can be added to 
the original list. 

There are 10 compulsory 
games for men and option^ 
ones which the host country 
could add. The compulsory 
events are: Basketb^I, ath- 
letics, gymnastics, volley- 


ball. handball, swimming, 
soccer. wrestling, 

wei^tlifiing and cycling. 
Optional ones inclu^ 
squash, taekwondo and 
k^aie. 

The eight compulsoiy 
games for women are; 
Ba.sketball, athletics, gym- 
na.siics. volleyball. Imd- 
ball, swimming, taekwondo 
and karate. 

The govemntent has ear- 
marked JDl 1 million for the 
Pan-Arab Gaines with JD4 
million allocated for spend- 
ing this year. However, 
recent reports noted that the 
total cost would amount to 
JD18 million. 

Since the ASF advanced 
the date of the upcoming 
Games to 1999, the Council 
of Arab Sports Ministers 
increased aid to the 
Kingdom to enable it to pre- 
pare infrastructure and 
update sports facilities 
ahead of the largest gather- 
ing of Arab youth. 


Aid firom the Arab League 
had been raised to $ 200,000 
while the Council of Arab 
Ministers will grant 
$ 1 , 000,000 instead of 
$700,000. 

Ad^tional sponsorship 
for Jordan’s bid will be gar- 
nered through slashing the 
SO per cent ASF margin of 
profit on promotion and 
television coverage in addi- 
tion to selling television 
broadcasting rights to 
vate companies, wltich 
would secure millions need- 
ed to cover costs. 

Lebanon, which hosKd 
the 8 ch Pan-Arab Games 
last summer, received $28 
million from Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwiut to help in con- 
struction of sports facilities 
destroyed during the civil 
war. 

The 1997 Beirut Games 
witnessed the best 
Jordanian showing since the 
Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. Competing in 14 
of the 20 events, Jordan fin- 
ished Sth overall among 29 
competing countries, talting 
a total of 40 medals, includ- 
ing 10 gold, 8 silver and 22 
bronze medals. 

Jordan's athletes gained 
more gold medals in Beirut 
than in all the past 7 Pan- 
Arab Games together where 
they took a total of 49 
medals, including 7 gold, 16 
silver, 26 bronze. 

The Amman Games will 
be followed by the first Arab 
Paralympics. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
have only been held eight 
times: Alexandria in 1953, 
Beirut 1957, Casablanca 
1961. Cairo 1965, 
Damascus 1976, Morocco 
1985, Damascus 1992 and 
Beirut 1997. 


Penev 
deals 
Bulgaria 
blow as 
he retires 

SOFIA (AFP) — 
Bulgaria's hopes of 
beating England in next 
Saturday’s Euro 2000 
qualifier at Wembley 
were dealt a blow on 
Monday when veteran 
striker Luboslav Penev 
announced his retire- 
ment from inteniatioo- 
al football. 

The 32-year-old Celta 
Vigo player, who 
scored 12 goals in bis 
62 appearances, had 
been included in the 
squad to face the 
English by new coach 
Dimicar Denev but he 
decided to quit after a 
disappointing World 
Cup finals this year 
where they crashed out 
in the Group stage and 
a defeat in their open- 
ing Euro 2000 qualifi- 
er. 

Penev, who travelled 
to the 1994 World Cup 
finals only as a mascot 
because he was recov- 
ering from testicular 
cancer, is the third 
experienced interna- 
tional to retire since the 
World Cup, the others 
being 'keeper Borislav 
Mihailov and playmak- 
er Krassimir Balakov. 


Sydney Olympic organisers 
under attack on voiunteer poiicy 


SYDNEY. Australia (.\P) 
— Sydney Olympic organ- 
isers were attacked 
Tuttday for an “outra- 
geous’' decision to force 
first aid volunteers lo pay 
for tiieir own accommoda- 
tion and transport at the 
2000 Games. 

SCXTOC has rejected a 
request for .A$2 million 
($1.16 million) from the St 
John Ambulance service to 
accommodate, feed and 
Qunsport volunteers from 
other Australian states. 

New South Woles state 
opposition leader Peter 
C^nins mid the SOCOG 
decision was mean-^irited 
and «>uld wreck the organ- 
isers' chances of attracting 
the total 50,000 volunteers 
needed for the Olympics. 

**R>r SOCOG to tell Sl 
J ohn volunteers that tbQr’U 
have to pay $75 each for 
their accommodation is just 
outr^eous.” Collins said 
Tuesday. 

’’SOCOG is happy to 
spend millions of dollars 
sending sport bureaucrats 
to the (soccer) World Cup. 
the Winter Olympics and 
the Corornonw^m Games 
but ^t aid volunteers will 
be slugg^ for the privilege 
of helping out at the 
Gomes. This will damage 
r^Tutation of SOCOG.'* 


A SCX^CX} spokesman 
said the oiganisation had 
not budgeted to pay trans- 
port and accommodation 
costs for interstate volun- 
teers. 

’The m^oriQr of volun- 
teers will come from NSW; 
if we start to pay costs for 
one group of inieisiate vol- 
unteers we'll have to do it 
for all of them,” the 
spokesman said. “We do 
not have the funding to do 
thaL Basically volunteering 
is volunteering.” 

SOCOG will provide 
meals for all volunteers and 
Su John Ambulance has 
received almost AS300.(XX) 
($175,000) to cover the 
extra unifonns and equip- 
ment needed during the 
Games. 

St John Ambulance is 
self funded through first aid 
courses and provided about 
1300 volunteers to the 
01 >inpics and subsequent 
Paralympics. 

“Unlike a paid service 
our people are giving tbeir 
time as volunteers,” said St 
John commissioner John 
Spencer. “They have to 
take leave from tbeir jobs.” 
SOCOG is expect to 
launch its volunteer cam- 
paign Friday with registra- 
tion offices to be estab- 
lished in all capital cities. 


The latest attack comes 
less than a fortnight after 
Collins’ opposition Liberal 
Party criticised a decision 
to allow state employees to 
volunteer for the Games 
and Slay on full pay. 

The New South Wales 
public service is expected 
to provide about 5,000 of 
the 50.000 volunteers. 

Shadow Olympics 
Minister Jan AirrisiroDg 
said leaving was not fair to 
others who volunteer for 
free. 

“You can’t call a person a 
volunteer who is being paid 
to do the job so it’s a com- 
plete antithesis of the vol- 
unteering concept in the 
Olympics,” Armstrong 

said. 


Davis 

Cup 

seedings 

announced 

LONIXJN (AFP) — Italy 
and Sweden, who will comesr 
this year’s final in Milan in 
Deci^ber. were Tuesday 
named the top two seeds for 
the 1999 Davis Cup tenros 
coropcDtion. 

The dnw for next season’s 
conpeddon will be bdd on 
Tbureday moming in 
London, when it will be 
decided whidi of ibe two 
nadcais bracketed together 
will be in the which half of 
the draw. 

Hw wA’ngg brackets 
are: 

1-2 Italy and Sweden 
34 Spain and United States 
5-6 Australia and Ranee 
7-8 Czech R^bUc and 
Germany 


OKTOBERFEST COMES TO AMMAN 

Hotel Inter-Continemal Jordan, in cooperation with Rc^al 
Jordanian, Opel, Henninger Beer, Aromex, UMS and Chiquita, 
will bring the celebration of Oktoberfest directly to Amman 
once more. The original Oktoberfest is the famous beer festival 
held in Munich. Germany each year from SepL 21st to OcL 
] 5th celebrating the production of the first Beer of the year. 

Hotel Inter-Cominental Jordan will be holding tire G erman 
Oktoberfest celebration on 7th & Sth October. The Sepp’l 
Gussmann Band will be flown directly from Germany to pro- 
vide the authentic German atmosphere of the celebr^on. As 
part of the celebration, there will te traditional German games 
and entertainment. Along with the festivities, guests can enje^ 
Ger man food and popular CJerman beer. 


Unfurnished Villa 
M Req uired 

OetaehM villa requM B Anman with the folioM^ sped^^ 
- Four bedrooms with dowels 

• Z-3 modem bathrooms. 

-OperatioMl telephone. electrical sy 

.^ritybarsonwlndi 


Interested parties please ctuitacl telephone 566-1831 / 2 
or 566-1841 / 2 pAtensiun 10 


stems. 

ows. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

400 sq.m., with separate entrance, garage and garden. 

' Spacious reception area * IWo verandas and two glazed 
balconies vrith views ” Four bedrooms: One master with 
dressing and bathroom * Living room * Large modem 
kitchen, laundry room, guest bathroom. 

' The villa is equipp^ wKh telephone, sateltfte dish, and 
ground virater tank. 

Location: On highest point in Amman, Rabia area. 

Call; 079/6661 3 (from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) 


= rMT“ 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 
Ground floor - 350 sq.m. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, big sitting 
room, L*shaped salon, big Mtehan j^ua 2 balconies, garden, 
separate garage and entrance.lVvo-floor building. 

Loccrtlon: Swetfleh, near Orthodox Church. 

For more information, please call 5859591 


Nissan Patrol (4x4) SGL, 
Super Safari Full Injection 
Year: 1997 - Colour: White 
Full Options - Duty Unpaid. 

Interested parties pleasaj 







M^seeina Albriaht: 


Netanyahu 
speeds up 
settlement 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Amid a 
Dcw U^. ddve to save the 
^fideast peace process. Iscad's 
Pome Mimster Benyamio 
Netanyahu moved Tuesday to 
^)eed iq> construction of new 
homes for Jewish setders in die 
TMest Bank ci^ of Heixon 

Netanyahu scheduled an 
inter-mucdsteDal me^g to 
oiganise the Hdatm construc- 
tion immftdiatriy q fter fallcs 
Tuesday monimg with U.S. 
Secretary of State Nfodeleine 
Albd^ whose government 
has urging Isi^l to freeze 
new settlement building, his 
spcdtesman said. 

‘The government decided in 
September u> build pennanent 
bouses for settlers living in 
mcUle homes in the Tel 
Rumeida quaitei^ of 
said Aviv Buslunsky, 
Netanyahu’s ^kesman. 

He Netanyahu would 

meet notably with 

IhfiaSniCtute Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Educatkn Minister 
'^^tzhak Levy, both staunch 
supporters (^e?q)anding Jevtdsh 
setdements, immediately afte r 
his encounter with Albd^t to 
press ahead the Hebron 

hnilding 

The Israeli peace activists 
Peace Now denounced 
Metar^rahu’s pbns. 

‘This amounts to ^tting in 
Albright’s foce and is a new 
aoen^ic to demfl the peace 
proc^" the gioiqi said in a 
staiemeoL 

Busfainsigr dismissed die 
charges. “C^ can always find 
reasons to st^ that the dme is 
not dgfat for such actions," be 


said. 

Albri^ arrived in Israel 
early Tuesday for talks with 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
RresUto Yasser Arafat to pave 
the way foradnee-w^ summit 
later dns mcxidi between the 
two leaders and U.S. Preadent 
Bill Qinum (see story on front 

Netanyahu declared bis 
intention to autfacHise building 
at Tel Rumeida after a suspect- 
ed Palestinian Islamist stabbed 
to deat h a 63-year-old rabln 
who lived with a handful of 
other setder families in the 
quartet 

Tel Rumeida is home to some 
of the most activist seders on 
die ^^fesi Bank, includiDg 
Barudi Marzel, a frioner leader 
of the outlawed anti-Arab 
movement Kach. 

Israel handed most of 
over to Palestinian control in 
January 1997 but its army 
remains in confrol of a fifth of 
the city where about 4(X) set- 
tlers live. The presence of the 
setders makes die dty of 
140XXX) a flash point fra* Arab- 
Israeli violence. 

The army has sealed off the 
entrances to the city smce last 
\^fednesday, when a Palestinian 
dsew two grenades at an army 
jeep in tibie settler eocbve, 
wounding 13 Israeli soltfien 
and 11 Palestinian Itystaodeis. 

The 20,000 Pale^ans fiv- 
ing in the Israeli-contidled 
zone have also been under a 
cutfow since die attack, pre- 
vertted from leaving thdr 
homes except during peri- 
ods to stock up cm essentials. 


Oman: Iraqi FM Gulf 
tour ‘unnecessary’ 


DUBAI (AFP) — Oman’s 
foreign minister on Tuesday 
said his Iraqi counterpart's 
planned Gulf tour was 
"unnecessaiy" because Gulf 
countries would not side 
with the sanctions-hit state 
over U.N. weapons inspec- 
tions. 

‘If Iraq thinks it can rally 
the Gulf states to its position, 
it should know that the Gulf 
states ^iply the U.N. resolu- 
tions.” Yousef Ben Alaui 
Ben AduUah said in an inter- 
view with the A1 Hayat daily. 

Last month. Iraq's Deputy 
nime Minister Tareq Aziz 
said Foreign h^tinister 
Mohammad Said A1 Sahhnf 
would tour the Gulf to 
explain Baghdad's view on 
the crisis over weapons 
inspections. 

“We do not think these 
sorts of visit are necessary, 
because we know the U.N.'s 
position and we know about 
the conflia between Iraq and 
UNSCOM,” the mimster 
said. 

*‘Otir position is known 
and we think th^ new meet- 
ings on the matter ate unnec- 
essary.” he said. ‘Tf these 


visits have propagandist 
aims, we vrill not accept 
diem.” 

He said the Traqi political 
speeches had not changed" 
a^ that it had “no choice but 
to cooperate with the U.N.” 

O man maintains diplomat- 
ic relations wi± Iraq and has 
accepted dipkuiiatic visits 
from B^dad on several 
occasions. 

Alaui also defended co- 
operation between Israel and 
foe U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
charged with disanning Iraq. 

‘tJ^SCOM deals wifo 
many other countries includ- 
ing Arab states... acctxding 
to what was published in 
newspiqiers. foe Israeli intel- 
ligence services helped 
UNSCOM to get informa- 
tion on Iraq weapons pto- 
grammes and not foe c^er 
way around,” be said. 

Iraq has called fm- an 
investigation into foe links 
between UNSCOM and 
Israel following claims by 
former weapons inspectcx’ 
Scott Ritter that UNSCOM 
had benefited fitim Israeli 
help over four years. 



CHEEEESE: A herd of gamck crowd toother at a campsite in eastern Jordan on Monday, where th^ are reared for use by the Badia For^ 
pfltmlling the border with Syria. The Badia Forces used to reJy on camels for their forces thronghont the Kingdom, bat now use them main- 
ly along a 65-kilometre stretch the Syrian border which is impenetrable to car patrols (Kenters photo) 


Khatami urges action against Afghanistan 



TEHRAN (R) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami on Tuesday urged 
international action against 
Afghanistan, saying foe rul- 
ing Taleban had to under- 
stand they could not impose 
their will on all Afghans, 
Iran's state television report- 
ed. 

’’Bullies have to be forced 
to accept international 
norms," foe television quot- 
ed Khatami as telling U.N. 
special envoy on 
Af ghanistan, T .alchHar 

Ibrahimi. 

"Real peace will be estab- 
lished when the Afghan 
people have foe power to 
choose, and a broad-based 
government is set up in 
Afghanistan," foe president 
ad^d. 

Khatami, whose country 
has accused the Taleban of 
massacring Shiite Muslims 
and other opponents, said 
foe Sunni Muslim militia 
had to respect foe tights of 
Af^anistan's ethnic and 
religious groups to share 
power, foe television said. 

"We do not see war as foe 
primary solution to the 


problem. 

But. of course, our 
patience depends on foe 
success of the United 
Nations and world bodies," 
Khatami said. 

Iran has been involved in 
a face-off with foe Taleban 
since the killing of Iranian 
diplomats in August in 
A fghanistan 

Tehran has massed some 
270,000 troops on foe 
Afghan border. Most of 
those troops are due to hold 
war games at the frontier 
soon. 

Khatami also said foe 
United Nations should pres- 
sure foe Taleban to release 
dozens of Iranians it bolds, 
to return the rem ainin g bod- 
ies of Iranian diplomats and 
to punish those behind foe 
murder of foe eight diplo- 
mats and one reporter. 

Ibrahimi said foe coopera- 
tion of neighbouring states 
was requin^ to resolve'the 
Afghwistan crisis, foe tele- 
vision said. 

Diplomats said earlier 
Iran's Defence Minister 
Rear Admiral AU 
Sh amkhani told Ibrahuiij 


that Iranian forces would 
not pull back un^ Tehran's 
terms for peace wifo foe 
Taleban were met 

State television on 
Tuesday showed Iranian 
military helicopters trans- 
porting troops and guns dur- 
ing exercises ahead of foe 
major border manoeuvres. 

Ibrahimi, an Algerian 
diplomat who arrived in 
Tehran on Sunday, also met 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kbarrazi, who told 
him Iran's p^ence with the 
purist Islamic mili tia that 
controls most of 
Afghanistan had limi ts. 

Iforalumi is scheduled to 
go Islam^ad on Thursday 
for talks wifo the Pakistan 
government, foe Taleban's 
main backers, and represen- 
tatives of foe militia. 

Diplomats said 

Shamkfaanl told Ibralunu 
that those responsible for 
killing foe Iranians after 
Taleban fighters captured 
foe northern opposition 
alliance stronghold of 
Mazar-e-Sharif must be 
handed over to Iran to stand 
trial. 


‘Aziz hasn’t received necessary 
guarantees for full review’ 


UNITED NAnONS (API — 
UJf. weapons inspectors on 
Thesd^ di^uied a pR^)osaI by 
foe UN. c^f to mate foem 
responsible for proving foai 
Iraq stiH has weapons of mass 
de^ruction. 

The proposal which Iraq has 
long demanded, would reverse 
foe burden of disclosure tfaai 
was clearly placed on Baghdad 
by the Security Gxmcil in its 
lesoIutiOTs, the inspectors from 
foe UN. Special Commission 
argued in a major six-monfo 
review of their work. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan had float- 
ed tile idea as pact of 

his proposal to persuade Iraq 
to reverse its dsoisioa to stop 
coq)eiating wifo arms inspec- 
tors. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 


Tariq Aziz has been in New 
York Ibr over a week to discuss 
Arman's proposal for a “com- 
prehensive review” of Iraq's 
seven-year eficat m rid hself of 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

On Tuesday. Aziz told 
reporters that he hadn't yet 
received the necessary guaran- 
tees he needed to move for- 
ward, indicating diat Iraq was 
not cunently prepared to 
reverse its d^ion and allow 
in^rectors to lesurne their work. 

‘There are some ^unes of 
procrastination, and those ele- 
meuts are of course disturbing,'' 
Aziz said. A review of Iraq's 
(Xic^zess, acoorduig to Arman's 
{xoposal, wrxild dearly state 
Mik information the council 
needs in order to declare Iraq 


free of its we^xms of mass 
desiiuctira — ^ when Iraq 
could expect that declaration. 

Annan dearly stated that 
inspectors, and not Iraq, foould 
provide evidence to back ip 
their alt^arinns that Iraq still 
has proscribed weapons. 

UN. weapons experts must 
certify tfiat Iraq has destroyed 
its Illogical, dtemical and 
raiclear weapons — and the 
long-rai^ missOes used to 
deUver them — befons the 
council voU lift sanctions 
imposed after Baghdad invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, toudiing off 
(he Gulf war Iraq armounced 
Aug. 5 it was eru&ig coopera- 
tfon with iiispectots because foe 
chief weapons inspector 
refused to ootify that Iraq bad 
destroyed its banned weapons. 


Egypt’s wealthy seek new life in luxury desert homes 


By Hala B<MicODDq}agiu 
Agency France Presse 

CAIRO — Egyptian entiepreneuis 
are furiously greening the dftseit out- 
side Cairo to cater for wealthy fomi- 
lies who want to quit the polluted and 
diaotic capital for fresh air and quiet 
The goveimnent is encouraging foe 
transfers by limiting building permits 
and imposing restrictions on con- 
stmction inside Cairo — home to 16 
milli on people — and erecting elabo- 
rate road networks leading out of foe 
city. 

“We are bring driven out by tbe 
noise, foe poUuticm. tbe traffic and 
unsavoury neighbours," said Hisham 
Baitaw, a 35-year-old unmarried 
travd agent summing up foe feeliitg 
of many Cairenes who want to leave 
tbe capital 

For Fiench uiban expert Eric 
Denis, most of the Egyptians willing 
to relocate to the des^ are looking 
for “close-knit communities where 
they can flash foeir wealth and not 
feel uncomfortable about it” 

Barlaw, close friends aiKl associates 
have bought land in Maasuriya. 


southwest of Cairo, and hope to 
move into their new setf-contained 
community w ithin four years at the 
most 

The press is tifo wifo glossy adver- 
tisements for such gated compounds 
with their manicured lawns, sparkling 
white villas shaded by palm trees, 
children's playgrounds, 18-hole golf 
courses and rn^bs. 

To attract buyers, real estate devel- 
opers and contractois have found 
evocative names sudi as Tfyramids 
Homes,” “Beveriy HiUs,” 
“E^eamlaDd,” “Gardenia” and “New 
Cairo” for the cuneot 30 to 40 hous- 
ing projects. 

Ttey are offering desert palaces for 
as imjch as $600,(^ and small villas 
or townhouses fcr around S74,000. 

A typical luxury cos 4 X>uDd like 
Diyar A1 Haram (Pyramds homes) 
offers individually-designed villas 
with marble baths, whirlpool tubs in 
foe master befooom, customis^ 
woodwork, private smmming pools 
and servant quarters. 

Real estate companies are luring 
prospective clients wifo financial 
pacirages that include 8-14 per cent 


interest on loans and payment by 
ixmlment over 10 to 15 years. 

But with per capita gix^ domestic 
{xoduct estimated at ody $1 JM3 for 
19^97, there are few who can 
afford a $1,000 down payment on 
even a $1*7,500 home arid fewer still 
who can Uve in Diyar A1 Haiam. 

‘Today atx>ut nine per cent of foe 
people can afford about 85 per cent of 
what is being offered on foe raaikel” 
said Nabil A1 Griiari, chainnan of 
Contra real estate development and 
marketing conqTany. 

Acconfing to Housing Minister 
Mohammad Suleiman, ^.3 billion 
are invested in real estate, denying 
reports foat it was five times that 
much. 

Suleiman also insisted that tbe vol- 
ume of bank loans to foe real estate 
sector was “not more than 3.8 per 
cent of total loans.” 

His critics disagree, say the market 
is over-invested and c(^d go bust 
like Asia unless immediate steps 
were taken to contain foe situation. 

Experts like AI Gohari suggest a 
review of the bank mortgage laws. 

‘The law now stares foat banks can- 


not seize foe property of a boirower 
wbo has defaulted Unless we change 
tiiat, we are going to face a cata- 
strophe.” Al Gohari said. 

Drais, of foe Urban Observatory of 
CoDtemporaiy Cairo, wants a ‘Trans- 
parent market wifo correct prices,” 
and a review of government-built 
housing units foat have failed to 
attract tenants because infrastructure 
w'as lacking. 

Egypt’s construction boom is foe 
fruit of a 1991 privatisation drive. It 
really rook off about four years ago 
and is expected to grow as fxomoters 
and developers r^^ the need for 
affordable housing. 

“In a countiy of 63 million people 
and only 50,000-squaie kilometres of 
inhabit^le land, foere has always 
been one rock-solid investment real 
estate,” said Business Monthly mag- 
aane. 

Figures provided last year by tbe 
state-run New Urban Communities 
Authority indicated foat the pqnila- 
don of nine satellite cities around 
Cairo, vt^ch are borne to dozens of 
private compounds, is expected to 
reach five million. 


Iranian newspapers also 
quoted foe defence minister 
as saying: "This is foe least 
demand of our government 
that foe international com- 
munity can pursue." 

The Taleban, which seized 
control of foe Afghan capi- 
tal two years ago, has ui^ 
the United Nations to pre- 
vent a "devastating war" 
with predominantly Shiite 
Iran. 

The United Nations is 
investigating reported mas- 
sacres of Shutes in the wake 
of Taleban advances which 
swept through north and 
central Af,^anistao and 
routed Iranian-backed 
Shiite factions over foe past 
two months. 

The Taleban have derued 
the charges and accused 
Iran of interfering in 
Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile in Kabul, the 
anti-Taleban alliance said 
Tuesday foe Tateban mili- 
tary machine has enlisted 
more Pakistani meFceoaries 
in preparation for a major 
offensive against arch rival 
Mohammad Shar Masood. 

Alliance spokesman 


Mo hammad Aref told AFP 
Masood's forces have 
adopted a defensive posi- 
tion and massed more 
troops and supplies in antic- 
ipation of a strike near foeir 
base in the Panjsher Valley. 

He said mercenaries from 
neighbouring Pakistan were 
now based in Gborband and 
Khenjao to the northwest 
and north of Kabul after 
being ferried from provin- 
cial towns near JalalUbad in 
eastern Afghanistan. 

"More Pakistani soldiers 
have arrived through Kanur 
and Nangarhar at night 
time. Most of foe Taleban's 
frontline soldiers are 
Pakistanis," Aref added. 

Pakistan has rejected pre- 
vious speculation it militari- 
ly supports foe Taleban 
militia. Iran and Russia 
have rejected similar allega- 
tions they have lent armed 
support to tbe anti-lhlebao 
aUiance. 

Masood and lus 10,000- 
odd men remain foe last 
major threat to Taleban 
ambitions of total 

control of Afghanistan's dis- 
puted 30 provinces. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraqi FM postpones Lebanon visit 

BEIRUT (R) — Iraqi Foiei^ NGnister Mobammad Saeed Al 
Sabaf has postponed a visit to Lebanon which was p lanned 
for Wedne^y, a Ldxmese foieigD mmistry source said on 
Tuesday. Tbe source said tbe decision to postpone foe visit to 
an unspecified date was linked to Sabaf s wifo United 

Nations officials. The Beirut >tisit was expected to focus on 
restoring lies, cut in 1994 after Iraqi diplomats were accused 
of assassinating an Iraqi opposition figure in Beirut Lebanon 
and Iraq recently agre^ to cqjptant non-d4>lomatic staff to 
handle maners related to their restor^on of trade. 

1,700 arrested in Egypt for harassing girls 

CAIRO (AFP) — Mote than 1,700 Egyptian youfos were 
rounded up by police for harassing sclurolgirls in various 
nei^bouiboods around Cairo, foe government newspaper Ai 
Akhbar reported Tuesday. Tbe police actirm. carried out over 
three days in school vicinities, came after a number of com- 
plaints by parents that the youfos were w histling at or 
approachfog foeir daughters as they left school tbe paper 
said. 'Ihe papCT said 1,725 youths were anested in foe opera- 
tion, which wiU resume in a few days. Under a 1995 law, men 
who try to pick up women may be sentenced to one year in 
prison and/or fin^ $65. Before foe law was passed, they 
risked spending one month in jail or being fined six dollars. 
Egypt's school year begins SepL 19. 

Report backs Israeli artificial islands 

TEL AVTV (R) — A plan to build artificial islands off foe 
Israeli coast to provide more housing moved forward a step 
on Tuesday when a report backed foe scheme. The idea is to 
initially set up four islands off tbe major coastal cities of 
Haifa. Tel Aviv, Heizliy^ and Netanya — at an estimated cost 
of $1 billion each. Tbe islands would be built a mQe offishwe 
and about one kilometre square. They would be acrfffri He via 
tunnels or brid^^. Each would hou» around 20,000 people 
create 10,(XX) Jobs and attract up to 20,000 people a day] 
including tourists and commuters. The island off Tel Aviv 
would likely house a local airport. The report, which called 
for more research, is part of a pre-feasibility study initiated by 
a joint Israeli and Dutch steering committee after the idea was 
first unveiled in January 1996. The final report will be pre- 
sented in March 1999. 

Iran suspends moderate magazine 

TEHRAN (R) — An Iranian court has suspended a moderate 
Islamist magaane and fined its mana^g editor for defama- 
tion, Iran's official news agency IRNA reported on Thesday. 
It said foe Tehran court ordered Asr-e Ma (Our Era) to stop 
publishing for six months and fined its managing ediroc, 
Mohammad Salamati. three million rials (S1,0(X)) “for dis- 
semination of fabrications and insults.” Pre^ reports said foe 
left-wing Islamist magazine had been taken to court for 
mockiiig the hardline group Ansar-eHizboUah (Supporters of 
foe Party of God) by calling it “Ansar-e Bazaar,” suggesting 
the group had ties with powerftii bazaar busin^smen. A$r4 
Ma was published by a group of Islamist intelJectuals sud- 
porting President Mohammad Khatami. ^ 
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